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LOCKDOWN LEVEL 3

CRY THE BELOVED KNYSNA
Knysna Municipality was all 
but turned on its head in last 
Thursday's  'online' council 
meeting, after the Acting 
Municipal Manager, the Chief 
Financial Officer, and the 
Ward 10 Council lor all  
tendered their resignations.

Acting Municipal Manager Dr 
Michele Gratz, who many 
believed would be the saving 
grace of the cash-strapped, 
embattled local authority, was 
the first to drop the bombshell. 
She addressed council members 
and officials with a prepared 
speech which, though presented 
in her matter of fact manner, had 
an obvious underlying charge of 
frustration and emotion.

Dr Gratz said that when she had 
been asked in February to come 
out of retirement and take on the 
role of Acting Municipal 
M a n a g e r  o f  K n y s n a  
Municipality, she had neither 
wanted nor needed the job, but 
believed it her civic duty to help a 
municipality that was in trouble.  
“With 20 years' of experience in 
local government, I believed I 
could make a difference,” she 
said. 
“I have given this job my all. I 
have worked seven days a week 

thsince the 18  of February. I have 
frequently worked through the 
night to resolve the many 
challenges that Knysna faces.” 

She described how the COVID-
19 lockdown had affected the 
momentum she had built up, but 
had not stopped her making a 
difference. Her actions, she said, 

So said the clearly frustrated Acting Municipal Manager, Dr Michele Gratz, as she tendered her resignation.

should effect savings of R20 
million for the local authority.
“Before my arrival ,  this  
municipality spent money 
r e c k l e s s l y, ”  s h e  s t a t e d ,  
“Expenditure was out of 
control.” Within her first month, 
however, she had been able to 
reduce the 'stand by' and 
overtime expenditure by 63% 
saving the municipality R1,2 
million. 
“If the lockdown had not hit, the 
finances of this Municipality 
COULD have been turned 
around,” she told the meeting.

Dr Gratz went on to outline the 
other challenges she had been 
faced with, including the process 
of investigating the allegations 
against the previous Municipal 
Manager,  Dr Vitala,  and 
numerous service delivery 
issues.

When she had first arrived the 
Col labora tor  Sys tem for  
correspondence and record 
keeping had been a shambles 
with more than 9000 outstanding 
items, many for more than eight 
months. She has since compelled 
staff to deal with these matters, 
and to date the backlog has been 
reduced to 2000.
“A culture of service delivery is 
growing,” she said.  

Amongst numerous other 
problems she had dealt with, 
discipline had been another big 
issue in the Municipality. Now, 
she believes, staff understand 
that there are consequences for 
m i s c o n d u c t  a n d  l o w  
productivity. 

But it was not any of these 
challenges that caused Dr Gratz 
to resign. She laid the blame for 
this at the feet of some internal 
officials working with “an 
external organisation with 
seemingly personal agendas and 
questionable mandate” which 
she said had constantly tried to 
dictate what happened at the 
municipality. She believed her 
refusal to toe the line and follow 
their instructions had culminated 
in the 'Gratz must go!' telephone 
call that the Deputy Mayor later 
informed her he had received the 
day prior to her resignation.

“I am not leaving to make a few 
privileged individuals happy,” 
she said, “ In fact, I would like to 
stay to expose their underhand 
t a c t i c s .  H o w e v e r  t h i s  
Municipality is broken and 
paralysed. I cannot hold proper 
meetings because confidentiality 
is not respected. I may as well 
invite the external organisation 
to the meeting. The prevailing 
culture does not want to change, 
it does not want to help Knysna, 
it wants to help itself.”

“No one person can turn this 
Municipality around. It will need 
a team, and certain officials will 
have to be removed. The only 
future I see for this municipality 
is to go under the administration 
of the province.” 
“If I thought I would be heard, 
and could make a difference, I 
would stay.” 
“The silent majority will 
continue to suffer at the hands of 
a few.”

“Cry the beloved Knysna.” 

F o l l o w i n g  h e r  s p e e c h ,  
Councillor Peter Myers and 
Chief Financial Officer Mbulelo 
Memani also verbally tendered 
their resignations.

Whilst Dr Gratz had not named 
the ‘Outside Organisation’ in her 
resignation speech, the outgoing 
Councillor Myers made no 
bones about revealing who it was 
in a scathing press release he 
issued the following morning.

“A number of individuals acting 
for the Knysna Ratepayers 
Associa t ion  (KRA) have 
recen t ly  embarked  on  a  
campaign of bombarding the 
Acting Municipal Manager, Dr 
Michele Gratz with a never 
ending stream of emails, 
complaints and demands which 
seem to stem at least in part from 
the fact that one of their members 
was recently not reselected to 
serve on the municipal planning 
tribunal. The KRA has also 
targeted the CFO Mr Memani 
with its particular brand of unfair 
accusations and utter garbage 
leading to him announcing his 
resignation – there is only so 
much an individual can take. No 
doubt this discreditable group 
are planning their next hatchet 
job on anyone who dares to cross 
them and their friends in senior 
positions in the municipality. It 
would be interesting to know 
how much real support the KRA 
actually has amongst the public – 
not much I would venture.”

In the release he described Dr 
Gratz, as ‘the best municipal 
manager Knysna has probably 

ever had’, but was less 
complimentary of the 
KRA.

“In the past I have worked 
constructively with the 
KRA on numerous issues, 
but their recent focus on 
small minded and nasty 
attacks on those who 
disagree with them, reveal 
an organisation that has lost 
its way.” 

“Knysna deserves to have a 
person of Dr Gratz's skills, 
knowledge and energy to 
lead it in these difficult 
times and those who left her 
no alternative but to leave 
bear a heavy responsibility, 
and I hope will in time be 
held to account.”  

The Knysna Ratepayers 
Association said that their 
committee is shocked by 
the accusations levelled at 
the KRA by the Acting 
Municipal Manager, and 
sent The EDGE a detailed 
r e s p o n s e .  I t  i s ,  

unfortunately too lengthy to 
publish in print, but will be 
available in full on The EDGE 
Facebook page.

It states in conclusion “Our 
committee has no problem with 
Dr. Gratz as Acting MM. In the 
absence of justifiable proof that 
these accusations against us are 
true, Dr Gratz owes the KRA and 
the ratepayers an apology, 
likewise if the allegations are 
proved to be true we will issue 
the same to Dr. Gratz.”

S e d g e f i e l d  R a t e p a y e r s ,  
meanwhile, have offered their 
support to Dr Gratz in a letter 
sent to Provincial Premier Alan 

Winde.

“Since taking office as acting 
Municipal Manager, Dr Gratz 
has performed remarkably, and 
in her relatively short time at the 
helm has managed to right many 
wrongs, as well as introducing 
the required measures to initiate 
the correction of the remaining 
shortcomings. Her valiant 
efforts were not appreciated by 
those responsible for the ruling 
chaos, and their vociferous 
opposition has resulted in her 
decision to resign from her post . 
This should be prevented if at all 
possible, as without her the 
Municipality will fail dismally.” 

Dr Michele Gratz



She'd be mad if she didn't!
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18 - 22  April 2019

“A man who stops 
advertising to save 
money is like a man 
who stops a clock to 

save time.”
Thomas Jefferson

  

“A man who stops advertising to 
save money is like a man who 
stops a clock to save time.”   

Thomas Jefferson

Sedge
Brewery

I’d be mad if I didn’t!

This could help your business during these 
difficult economic times. 

A Debt Relief Fund to help alleviate the 
economic impact of the coronavirus on small 
businesses in South Africa is due to come into 
operation on Tuesday 24 March 2020.

All small, micro and medium enterprises 
(SMMEs) may apply for relief on existing debts 
and payments. In order to be eligible, all 
applicants will be required to show an impact, or 
potential impact, of the virus on their business.

“This facility will also assist entities to acquire 
raw material, pay labour and operational costs. 
All these interventions will be structured to 

match the patterns of the SMME’s cash flows, as 
well as the extent of the impact suffered,” the 
Minister for Small Business Development, 
Khumbudzo Ntshavheni, said.

“As the nation grapples with the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the department will be 
guided by the National Command Council in 
determining the sectors that are deemed severely 
impacted in order to qualify for the Debt Relief 
Fund.”

Organisations wanting to apply for assistance 
from the Debt Relief Fund must register on the 
S M M E  S o u t h  A f r i c a  p o r t a l  a t  
www.smmesa.gov.za so that a database can be 
created. 

On Tuesday 21 April we 
received the brilliant news that 

  

The expression
, first used in print by 

Sir Thomas Browne 
, still stands true now as it 

did over four centuries ago.  In 
these unprecedented times we 
find ourselves as a nation and 
Garden Route community 
needing to look after those 
closest to us.  Pine Lake Marina 
and Butterfly Blu Restaurant in 

Pine  Lake  Marina and 
Butterfly Blu Restaurant had 
made a substantial pledge. This 
towards assisting communities 
in rural areas that have been 
badly affected by the COVID-
19 lockdown.  They sent this 
report:-

“charity begins 
at home”

back in 
1642

f you have a   a David 
Attenborough voice in your Ic o l l e c t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  

impersonations – please engage 
it now …..

“We have heard and read a whole 
lot about a significant 'upside' of 
the Coronavirus – what it has 
done to 're-establish' the natural 
world. And it's true. We are 
hearing more Hadedas than one 
can throw a stick at (especially at 
6am… on the roof) and we hear 
from the grumpy fishermen that 
there are multitudes of pan-sized 
cobs and steenbras, tastelessly 
taunting from the shallows of our 
coastal waters.  

“It seems they (the fish, not the 
fishermen) and the rest of nature 
have been breathing a sigh of 
lockdown relief for the past 
month or so.

“But whilst we explore this 
particular train of thought, 
perhaps we should be a little 
concerned that in the quaint little 
village called Sedgefield, there 
seems to be a particular resident 
species that has taken advantage 
of the Lockdown to increase 
their numbers, exponentially.  

“They are everywhere.  Indeed 
there doesn't seem to be a road in 
the village that doesn't have 
them, scuttling to and fro with 
reckless abandon.  They 
certainly show no fear of 
predators at all.  Quite the 
opposite, in fact, in collective 
defiance of self-preservation, 
they seem to have shed any 
remnants of camouflage and are 
now sporting colours bright 
enough to bedazzle the blindest 
of bats. 

“Of course, we’re talking about 
the Sedgefieldis Exercitium – 
more commonly known as the 
Frequently Spotted Sedgefield 
Exerciser. 

“Residents of the village have 
reported that one can't even 
venture out of one's driveway 
without being practically 
t rampled  under foo t… or  
'underwheel' for that matter, by 
dozens of these very hyper-
active creatures.

“The humans watch in abject 
amazement as the Exercisers 
pour out into the streets for their 
early morning ritual. From the 
Huffingest Puffingest Post-60 
Plodder, dragging his red-faced 
form forward (well, mostly) with 
more determination, sweat and 
agony than a Tonga prop pushing 
a flat-tyred tractor through a 
peanut butter river; to the lithe-
limbered young lycra-festooned 
cyclist, perkily pedalling her 
well-oiled Pinarello towards her 
mid-thirties with nary a care in 
the world…..” 

Okay. You can pause the 
Attenborough voice now.

But you agree - don’t you? There 
are lots and lots of these 
exercisers, aren’t there? 

Where did they all come from? 

Don't get me wrong. It's not that I 
am AGAINST walking, running, 
cycling and whatever that tall 
fellow in the yellow wig and the 
braces, the basket and the three 
lengths of coloured rope is 
doing. 

I’ve even tried running myself, 
on occasion. It's just that I was a 
little put off after the last 
incident, when I stopped for a 
little lie-down about thirty 
metres into my 'long distance 
dash,' and the (as it later turned 
out) nice octogenarian lady 
w h o s e  l a w n  I  w a s  
accommodating thought that I 

needed mouth to mouth….

Well, let's just say I have made 
the decision to keep my 
exercising regime… er … less 
visible.

But let me say here and now that, 
despite what Mrs Ed will tell you 
(and yes, she actually stands at 
the gate telling people), I am 
NOT a lazy, fat slob, and I DO 
believe in being healthy and 
maintaining my shape. 

Indeed, when Mrs Ed recently 
suggested (quite rudely I 
thought), that perhaps my 
stomach needed a bit of a 
'lockdown' of its own, and that 
my clever plan of linking up two 
belts wasn't a long-term solution 
to the problem of  of my ever-so-
slightly expanded midriff, did I 
call her a liar and continue sitting 
on my butt, doing nothing but 
feed my face with anything I 
could find that she didn't cook?

  Hey? Did I?

Ok, I did - but only for the three 
days and nights it took me to 
finish watching the reruns of 
Bay Watch Season 9 - 14 I had 
downloaded (isn't the internet a 
wonderful thing?)   

But after that, or perhaps 
because of it, I decided that 
perhaps I DID need to take some 
weighty weight-loss action. 

I hit 'search' on the 'Google Box' 
and found a very informative 
website called 'Papsak to 6 Pack 
in 12 weeks'. It was most 
impressive. 

After putting in Mrs Ed's credit 
card details, a nice looking and 
rather shapely lady called River 
Moon popped up on the screen 
and kindly revealed that 20 
minutes a day on the treadmill 
would be the perfect way to 
begin getting my physique back 
to its former glory (when I was a 
lean,  mean,  windsur f ing  
machine), just as long as I kept 
u s i n g  h e r  S c i e n t i f i c a l l y  
Formulated (and Wonderfully 
Flavoured) Slim Shakes, which 
of course I ordered.  

The good news was that we 
already had a treadmill upstairs - 
the one we normally used to 
hang damp clothes on -  in a 
quiet little room with a lockable 
door – important because Mrs 
Ed tends to want to be a spectator 
when I exercise, and her 
continuous giggling can be most 
off-putting. 

B e i n g  t h e  c o m m i t t e d  
sportsperson that I am, I began 
the challenge straight away, 
despite the fact that the 
Scientifically Formulated Slim 
Shakes hadn't yet arrived. 

And I stuck to the strict regime 
religiously for the first few 
weeks. Yep. Twenty minutes a 
day on the treadmill, from just 
after I woke up until 11.30.  

And I was really starting to 
really get into it. Some good 'me-
time' on the treadmill was the 
perfect way to start the day. 

Especially when started to see a 
difference… or at least the tips 
of my toes.

But that was only until the 
morning I forgot to lock the 
door, and Mrs Ed ruined my 
whole exercise regime.

Yes - she’s to blame. Ignoring 
my right to privacy, she sneaked 
in right in the middle of my 
work-out session (I was 'In The 
Zone' so I didn't hear her), and 
pushed a big red button marked 
'start'....

It was disastrous. The whole 
rubber platform started moving, 
me, my chair and my book went 
flying, and there was coffee and 
chips and bits of biltong all over 
the floor.

I'm glad Mrs Ed was wearing her 
mask (this can ONLY be a good 
thing) because it at least stifled 
her laughter a little, and though I 
KNOW she was sporting an ugly 
smirk for the rest of the day – at 
least I didn't have to see it!

But now I have totally digressed.

L e t ' s  g e t  b a c k  t o  t h e  
Attenborough voice…

“There is another particular 
certain species which everyone 
would be particularly happy to 
have thriving again in this little 
rural village. 

Yes…. one can just see them, 
slowly creeping out now after 
months of 'hibernation' in their 
little hideyholes, to once again 
take their rightful place in the 
natural order of things. They are 
still hesitant, and rather twitchy. 
But this is only because 
resources are limited, and the 
environment in which they 
existed previously has changed 
dramatical ly,  making re-
establishment of their habitats 
very tenuous. 

For many of them, survival in 
the Garden Route will depend 
almost solely on symbiotic 
relationships with others in the 
Ecosystem.

But nevertheless, it's so lovely to 
witness the re-emergence of the 
endangered and, of late, VERY 
r a r e l y  s e e n  ' E c o n o m o  
Tjallengus'. Usually known by 
its more common name - the 
Sedgefield Business Owner. 

Once seen in somewhat larger 
populations, roaming across the 
network of roads, meeting - and 
sometimes frolicking - at the 
village waterholes after a long 
day of foraging for a crust, their 
survival in this little microcosm 
of society is more important now 
than ever before.

Indeed, without the care and 
support of the humans around 
them, they might just disappear 
altogether.

So let’s  make sure that  
DOESN’T  happen...

Just over a week ago, well-
known Sedge resident Mike 
Young was defrauded of       
R19 000, via a very shrewd con 
artist.
“I had been accessing my FNB 
account via the internet in order 
to block an unauthorised debit on 
my credit card account,” he 
explained, “A few minutes after I 
had finished, I received a landline 
call from a woman claiming to be 
representing FNB.  She said that 
she had noted my attempt to 
block a transaction, and warned 
that a possibly fraudulent 
transaction of R19000.00 was 
also pending on my credit card 
account.”
Young went on to describe how 
the lady had said she wanted to 
help him block this payment, and 
took him through a very 
complicated process which 
involved logging into his FNB 
account via his cellphone. 
“She got me to look at the 
cardless cash facility and said that 
I would receive one time PINs 
which I would have to enter via 
my cellphone,” he said, “Because 
the amount exceeded my normal 
authorised amount, which she 
could see, she had me do this 
several times. All in all she 
‘processed’ five debits on my 
credit card –amounting to 
R16000.00 - and one on my bank 
account –R3000.00, a total of 
R19000.00.”
When the call was over, Young 
accessed his account on the 
internet again and, seeing the 

money had actually been 
removed, instead of payments 
blocked, his suspicions were 
quickly aroused.
“When I checked where her call 
had originated from and saw it 
was from a cellphone number, I 
knew that I needed to take further 
action, so I took all the details 
and rushed through to the FNB 
K n y s n a  b r a n c h .   T h e i r  
assessment was also that it might 
be a fraud and their very helpful 
staff has been trying since then to 
dig up all the details and get my 
money back. However, I’m not 
optimistic,” he told us. "I am very 
impressed with the way that 
people at the Knysna Branch 
responded."
Young says that in the last few 
days, he has told his story to a 
number of acquaintances, and 

has been surprised how many of 
t h e m  h a v e  h a d  s i m i l a r  
experiences,
“And certainly not just with 
FNB,” he hastens to add.
Young has since told his bank 
that he believes attention is 
needed to improve the security of 
their system. He has also logged 
a formal case with SAPS. 
“Within a couple of hours, SAPS 
in Knysna sent me a Case 
Number to confirm that it had 
indeed been formally logged.  
More efficient help!” he said.
“I think there is a strong message 
for all bank clients here: Always 
treat every incoming call with 
suspicion and do not be 
persuaded to let the caller talk 
you through a process of online 
banking.  In fact, the best thing to 
do is to hang up,” Young warns.
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The Berriman family had 
more than a rude awakening 
in the early hours of Tuesday 
morning, 26 May, when 
criminals smashed their 
t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d  s o n ' s  
bedroom window to steal his 
phone.

 It was around 02h05 when their 
home in Grunter street in 
Groenvallei was broken into 
with such fearless disregard for 
the law.  The son was fast asleep 
when a large rectangular, 
concrete garden planter box 
came crashing through his 
window and landed on the bed 
next to him. 

“He woke up covered in broken 
shards of glass,” said his mother 
Heidi, “We were so fortunate  
that he only sustained a minor 
cut on his arm.”

She believes the criminal(s) had 
targeted his cell phone lying 
next to him on his bed and his 
tablet which lay on an adjacent 
cupboard. 

“These criminals were brazen,” 
she told us later, “They took 
their time looking through our 
windows until they saw a child 
lying asleep in his bed with his 
p h o n e .  N o  m a t t e r  t h e  
consequences, they still decided 
to hurl a heavy object through a 
window onto him,” 

She said that before she and her 
husband Shaun could reach their 
son's bedroom, the perpetrator, 
having reached through the 
broken window and taken the 
cell phone, had escaped into the 
night.

“It's a hard lessoned learned,” 
she reflected, “Don't place 
anything of value near your 
windows and make sure your 
curtains or blinds restrict 
visibility as much as possible. 

These criminals are looking for 
smash and grab opportunities.”

Matters got worse when the 
family's desperate attempts to 
get hold of the police failed.

“Our first call for help at 02h15 
was to the police here in 
Sedgefield. There was no 
answer. We then continued to 
phone three more times with no 
answer,” she explained.  In 
desperation, Shaun drove down 
to the police station and knocked 
on the door. When he was still 
unable to raise anyone he began 
driving around town, looking for 
Sedgefield's police van. “Whilst 
he was driving, Shaun phoned 
again, and the phone was finally 
answered. A very sleepy, 
policeman on duty said he would 
send a van out but it never 
arrived,” Heidi told us.  

“We were so disappointed, 
because our police were not 
there to help, especially during a 
time of heightened alert that now 
comes with the  lockdown.” The 
traumatised couple decided to sit 
it out alone until the morning 
because there was still a lot of 
activity around the  Groenvallei 
area. 

“We knew that there would be a 
shift change, so we phoned and 
the call was promptly answered 
by a friendly and polite 
policeman. He was not aware of 
our incident and had no 
knowledge of our request to send 
a van out to us. Nothing had been 
recorded by the policeman on 
night duty,” she reported.  

The officer immediately sent 
two policemen out to the 
Berriman's home to take their 
statements. Heidi says that she 
has since learned that they were 
the third household that week to 
have this same complaint 

regarding the Sedgefield police 
station. 

“A dedicated police officer of 30 
years has since come to see us 
and is now investigating our 
complaint,” she said.  Having 
spoken to him quite extensively, 
Heidi wants to share what 
happened to her family in the 
hopes that it will make a 
difference to the security of 
Sedgefield as a whole. 

“We have to report every single 
incident of crime to the SAPS 
and open a case. This will 
indicate exactly the level of 
criminal activity in our village 
and our need for a dedicated 
police station. We also need to 
report any lack of policing when 
we need it - this will open 
inves t iga t ions  and  fo rce  
improvements for the good of 
our community,” she told us, 
“Only we can do this. We can't 
give up. We must persist until we 
are helped.

SAPS Spokesperson Malcolm 
Poje said that a disciplinary 
investigation is underway 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
specifically with the aim of 
consequence management.

“Certain recommendations have 
already been made by the 
investigating officer who is a 
senior member of the Knysna 
SAPS management.” he stated

“We remain committed to deliver 
service of excellence and 
professionalism to all inhabitants 
of our policing precincts 
(Knysna and Sedgefield). As 
such the behaviour or conduct of 
our members should be beyond 
reproach.

However in instances such as 
described by the author of the 
letter, we shall not hesitate to 
institute disciplinary actions 
against our own. ” 

The power of  heal thy 
working relationships.

W h a t  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
described as an environmental 
disaster may well be a saving 
grace for many families 
suffering financially from the 
results of the COVID-19 
Lockdown.

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r,  t h e  
devastating news of the carp 
infestation of Groenvlei made 
h e a d l i n e s ,  w i t h  m a n y  
clamouring for a solution to be 
found. Now it seems that this 
same species of fish will go a 
long way in meeting the 
growing demand for hunger 
relief in Greater Knysna.  

A specialised team of local 
volunteers has been working 
in partnership with Cape 
Nature for the past two years 
in an attempt to substantially 
reduce the population of the 
invasive Carp species. Now, 
thanks to the combined efforts 
of this team, Gift of the 
Givers, Cape Nature and 
Knysna Municipality, a plan 
has been put together to 
distribute the harvested fish in 
a way that will provide a 
valuable source of protein for 
locals who are struggling to 
put food on the table. 

Of course, the distribution of 
perishable foodstuffs such as 
fish is one that needs many 
checks and balances.  After 
serious planning, numerous 
consultations and meetings 
with role players,  as well as 
reports from a biologist and 
l a b  r e p o r t s  f r o m  
microbiologists,  i t  was 
determined that the fish meet 
the strict standards required 
by the Department of Health, 

Picture – 

as long as specific conditions are 
adhered to.

To this end, Gift of the Givers 
are very grateful to their 
logistical partner Isuzu South 
Africa for providing a state of 
the art refrigeration truck to 
ensure  t empera tures  a re  
managed as prescribed by the 
Department of Health, and 
delivery of the fish to the 
community can proceed.  The 
Knysna Municipal Food Parcel 
Database is being used to ensure 
fair and equitable distribution.

The project has started slowly, 
with only a few fish being 
caught at the moment due to 
current weather conditions, but 
members of the local volunteer 
fishing team, explains that this 
should be only a temporary 
setback.

“Entering winter, carp become 
dormant in deeper waters and 
start adapting to the drop in 

water temperature. Once 
they've adapted they'll become 
more active,” they informed 
us.

Mario Ferreira of Gift of the 
Givers says that the large fresh 
fish that have been delivered so 
far have been well received by 
needy communities. A lady 
who received one of the first 
carp – which weighed in at 
about 4kg – later reported that 
it had fed 13 people!

“I extend my heartfelt thanks 
to all those involved in this 
project, and thank them for 
their innovative thinking and 
problem solving, especially as 
part of the solution involves 
feeding those less fortunate,” 
s a i d  K n y s n a ' s  A c t i n g  
Munic ipa l  Manager  Dr  
Michele Gratz.

Smutsville's Yolande Antans 
is very grateful to receive a 
3kg+ carp for her family. 

Matters got worse when the 
family's desperate attempts 
to get hold of the police 
failed.

“Our first call for help was to 
the police here in Sedgefield 
at 02h15. There was no 
answer. We then continued to 
phone three more times with 
no answer,” she explained.  
In desperation Shaun then 
decided to drive down to the 
police station and knock on 
the door. When he was still 
unable to raise anyone he 
began driving around town, 
looking for Sedgefield's 
police van. “Whilst he was 
driving, Shaun phoned 
again, and the phone was 
finally answered. A very 
sleepy, policeman on duty 
said he would send a van out 
but it never arrived,” she 
said.  

“We were so disappointed, 
because our police were not 
there to help, especially 
during a time of heightened 
alert that now comes with 
lockdown.” The traumatised 
couple decided to sit it out 
alone and wait for the 
morning, because there was 
still a lot of activity around 
Groenvallei. 

“We knew that there would 
be a shift change, so we 
phoned and the call was 
promptly answered by a 
f r i e n d l y  a n d  p o l i t e  
policeman. He was not aware 
of our incident and had no 
knowledge of our request to 
send a van out to us. Nothing 
had been recorded by the 
policeman on night duty,” 
she reported.  

The officer immediately sent 
two policemen out to the 
Berriman's home to take 
their statements. Heidi says 
that she has since learned 
that they were the were the 
third household that week to 
have this same complaint 
about the Sedgefield police 
station. 

“A dedicated police officer 

SATURDAY MARKETS OPEN AGAIN
Sedgefield's three well-known 
and much loved markets will be 
open again this Saturday, a 
wonderful sign that things are 
slowly returning to normal. But 
market goers should note that it 
will not be the 'Normal' the 
Saturday Morning experience of 
preCovid-19 times, as strict 
level-3 lockdown regulations 
will be in place. These include 
the wearing of masks, social 
d i s t a n c i n g  a n d  l i m i t e d  
socialising.

Nonetheless, it is good news 
indeed, especially for the 
marketeers, many of whom have 
been unable to trade since before 
the lockdown started. 

Andre and Rita Knoetze and Jean 
Wright of Scarab Market say 

they are looking forward to 
welcoming all their friends and 
"family" to their venue this 
Saturday. 
“

Market times 8.30 to 
1.00pm"

Elaine Hannah, Manager of the 
Mosaic Market,   
“We are so excited to be opening 
Mosaic Market on the 6th June 
and giving our beloved traders an 
opportunity to showcase their 
quality wares to you, their ever 
supportive public. As usual, 
trading times are 8am till 2pm.

Our market will be run under 
strict Level 3 regulations, and we 
are making it a priority to ensure 

All the safety protocols will be 
in place, but saying hello and 
seeing old friends is totally free!” 
says Jean, “

the protection of our stallholders, 
staff and customers.

So please ensure that you are 
wearing a cloth mask, sanitize 
your hands at every opportunity, 
and be very aware of social 
distancing - especially when 
shopping at a stall, or queuing for 
some delicious take away meals.

Speaking of delicious meals, and 
again in order to be fully 
compl ian t  w i th  Leve l  3  
regulations, there will be no sit 
down or plated meals available. 
But never fear, you WILL be able 
to get all your favorite foods as 
take-aways. You are welcome to 
bring your own containers, if you 
so wish.

So come out and shop at your 
favorite stalls, say hi to your 
favorite traders, and enjoy 
everything you've come to love 
at Mosaic Market - albeit at a 
distance!

Wild Oats
W I L D  O AT S  R E O P E N S  
SATURDAY MORNING, 6 
JUNE
FROM 8AM-12 NOON. 
As the Wild Oats co-owners (and 
both over 65 years old) we assure 
everyone attending that the 
market will be run strictly under 
all Covid19 safety protocols 
(customer limited entry & 
customer tracing registry, social 
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spar

by Sedgefield Neighbourhood Watch

A large spate of burglaries and theft have occurred 
in Sedgefield and on small-holdings in the 
Ruigtevlei and Cloud-9 areas over the last couple of 
weeks.  In some instances, large and heavy items 
have been stolen.  

Cola Beach:
th 28 May at 03:00, a resident in lower Dover Drive 

confronted an intruder making food for himself in 
the kitchen.  He then escaped through the sliding 
door taking a wallet containing credit cards, etc. 
with him.

Cloud 9:
th20  May, three intruders fled after being discovered 

on a property.  The residents managed to apprehend 
one of the suspects who was then handed over to 
Saps.  

Groenvlei:
nd22  May at 00:30, there was break-in at Lake 

Pleasant and two Stihl chainsaws were stolen. 
Security and Saps attended.  

nd22  May at 04:00, there were intruders at a property 
in Ivory Trail Crescent.  They were attempting to 
break in.  Cleaning materials and a braai grid were 
left in a pile in the garden.

th26  May at approximately 02:12, a large cement 
planter box was thrown through a bedroom window 
of a property in Grunter Terrace and a cell phone 
was stolen. The residents who were awake at the 
time gave chase, but the perpetrator got away. 

th26  May, a handbag was stolen out of car parked in a 
property in Barracuda street.  The purse that was in 
the handbag was found in the bushes in nearby 
Stingray street.  

th27  May at 01:57, two intruders were trying to 
break through the back door of a property in Fraser 
Street whilst the owner was watching them through 
the window. SAPS and security checked around the 
premises but the suspects had already fled.

st1  June, a house in Fraser street had a T.V. stolen 
after a window had been slowly taken out. The 
alarm inside the house was activated but that did 
not seem to deter the intruder. 

Sedgehill:
nd22  May at 05:00, a property in Cycad Crescent 

had a large rock thrown through a glass panel in 
the front door.  The intruder ran away when 
approached by the resident.  

th24  May at 03:00, a motor vehicle was broken 
into in Gardenia Street.  A cement block was used 
to break the right-hand rear window.  Goods from 
the vehicle were found further along Gardenia 
Street.

th25  May at 01:32, theft out of motor vehicle in 
Kalossie Street.

th29  May at 04:30, there was a burglary at 
Masithandane.  Bags of apples and a steel urn 
were stolen.  One bag of apples was found 
abandoned nearby.

st31  May at 01:30, there was an attempted break- 
in, in a complex but the intruders ran off after 
being disturbed by dogs.

st1  June at 02:30, the beams were activated on a 
property inside a complex after an intruder 
smashed a window to gain access.  The intruder 
managed to get away with an I-pad, a pair of 
binoculars and a camera even after being 
confronted by the residents. 

Village:
th28  May at 21:50, there were two attempted 

break-ins at two neighbouring houses in 
Flamingo Avenue.  Four individuals were seen 
running up Swallow Street shortly after the 
attempted incidents.   The perpetrators fled 
through the town but unfortunately were not 
found by the numerous Security and SAPS 
members.

th30  May, the Sedgefield Primary School had a 
section of its fence on the Northern side stolen.

The COVID-19 lockdown has left many people 
with no income, and thus no way of putting food 
on the table. In an attempt to meet this need, 
Slow Town Mobile Meals has  expanded its 
services tenfold, and is playing a very important 
role in the greater Sedgefield community.  We 
asked Chairman Jim Mitchell for an update on 
their progress, and he provided this report.

We originally moved into our chain of kitchens in 
Smutsville about five weeks ago and appreciated 
then that the goalposts would undoubtedly move 
and different challenges placed in front of us. One 
thing that we did expect from early on was that we 
would be faced with a greater demand for our 
“services” in the future. At the beginning of the 
COVID-19 crisis we were feeding almost 
exclusively children with very few adults in our 
queues. Now, six weeks down the line, we are 
turning people away as there is often not enough 
prepared food for the demand. Children get priority 
while the grown ups face the situation of standing in 
a queue for some time, only to be turned away.

The bottom line is the need 
for funds. The job of 
preparing more food is 
easily resolved by our 
Smutsville ladies who are 
so committed to their job 
that they are very much a 
force to be reckoned with. 
Foodstuff is also available 
and we have received much 
in the way of products that 
can be prepared and 
handed out each day. 
Vegetables are being 
sourced from local farms 
and also as far away as 
Patensi in the Eastern 
Cape. To this end, we 
would ask our local 
farmers to get in touch with 
us and we will gladly make 
the trip to collect whatever 
is on offer.

We believe that in the long 
t e r m  ( o r  h o p e f u l l y  
short/medium term) the 
credo of “Self Help – Self 
Esteem” is the correct way 
and that we (collectively) 
are on the right track to be 
able to continue to provide 
the basic foods needed by 
Smutsville`s residents.

Slow Town Mobile Meals 
is still continuing to 
provide a service to the 
people in the village itself 
but in the past month our 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  h a v e  
increased by about 20%. 
This is almost entirely due 
to  the fact  that  the 
Lockdown has removed 
the ability of certain people 
to earn a living and meet 
their cost of living needs.    

Our  mode l  invo lves  
maintaining a chain of 
k i t c h e n s  t h r o u g h o u t  
Sedgef ie ld  wi th  our  
present arrangement of 
having a central store of 
foodstuffs. We are a 

conduit and a distribution centre where an 
allocated amount of food is delivered each week 
directly to the kitchens. We require more people to 
get on board and would request that Sedgefield 
churches and their congregations please consider 
a plan to “Adopt-a-Kitchen”.

We continue to appeal for contributions for this 
venture either financial, or in the form of 
ingredients. Should you wish to provide foodstuff, 
it may be delivered to Sedgefield`s Municipal 
Kitchen. Monetary donations may be made into 
the bank account - Slow Town Mobile Meals, FNB 
a/c 62502775549. To help us with a “paper trail” 
of bank donations, please mark your donation 
“Lockdown” to ensure it goes to the correct home.

Should you have any queries or concerns 
regarding this venture, please contact Jurgens or 
Jim and we will be happy to talk to you.

Jim Mitchell, 083 379 3737
Jurgens van der Walt, 082 559 8267

So here we are, in the first week of Stage 3 of 
the lockdown and the Sedgefield Animal 
Matters (SAM) team of volunteers is still 
going full steam ahead to care for those less 
fortunate animals in our community.  This 
week, we would like to express our sincerest 
thanks to the many people who make this 
possible

• The Knysna Municipality who have not 
hesitated to issue SAM with all the necessary 
permits to ensure that care and feeding schemes 
could continue uninterrupted throughout the 
lockdown;

• Sue Anderson from PRECIOUS PAWS DOG 
PARLOUR, one of our local dog groomers, for 
always being available to wash and groom the 
dogs that SAM takes into their care.  Washing a 
dog that had been soaked in motor car oil was 
one of her tasks recently.  This was done in good 
faith by the animal's owner who had been given 
this old wives' tale as a treatment for Mange.  
Sue worked her magic, the correct treatment 
was administered and the dog's owner was 
happy to get his pet back.  He knows better now, 
so he will do better. Sue has the necessary permit 
to assist SAM during this time.

• Celia Johnson who has taken on the 
responsibility of rehoming and the arranging of 

adoptions for animals that have been 
abandoned or surrendered.  Should you wish to 
adopt a pet, please give Celia Johnson a ring on 
076 6161307.  There will be an adoption fee 
that covers inoculation, chipping and 
sterilisation, and Celia will arrange a home 
check. Since they were established  SAM has 
found homes for many dogs and cats.  Celia is 
one of SAM's precious foster parents and cares 
for animals that need particular care and 
attention before they are well enough to be put 
up for adoption.  SAM is always in need of good 
foster homes, so if that is something you think 
you could do, Please give Celia a ring.

• A special thanks to the community of 
Sedgefield.  Your generosity and support have 
been humbling during the lockdown.  Feeding 
the pets of financially stressed community 
members takes place daily, vet bills pile up, the 
little SAMobile needs to be kept on life support, 
hand sanitisers need to be replenished daily and 
masks are provided wherever possible to 
community members who may need them.  For 
all of this, SAM and the animals they care for 
rely solely on the people in this village.  We 
cannot thank you enough.

Until next time, take care and enjoy that bottle 
of wine, G&T or beer that you have waited so 
long for!  You deserve it.  Chin chin.

 
The Municipal Licensing Centre will reopen on 
2 June 2020. As per the COVID-19 national 
state of disaster regulations, only a limited 
number of customers will be assisted per day.  
Licences which have expired during the 
lockdown period have been extended for an 
additional 90-days to prevent over-crowding at 
the offices.  
The following services will be reinstated:
• Renewal of vehicle licences
• Vehicle registrations
• Renewal of driving licence cards
• Collection of driving licence cards
• Learner's licence tests
• Driving licence tests
• Applications & renewals of professional 

driving permits (PRDP's)
• Payments of traffic fines

Please take note that no new applications for 
learner's licence and driving licence tests will be 
accepted at this stage until the backlog has been 
depleted. 

Strict social distancing will be maintained and 
wearing a facemask and temperature screening will 
be compulsory.



___________________________
3. Accommodation Holiday

____________________________
4.  Announcements

Bird Cottage on the Island. Quality 
accommodation. Low rates. Spacious, 
DSTV, w/machine. Also stop over option 
in Guinea Room Suite. 044 3431261  
www.birdcottage.co.za  

BOOKS FOR EVERY BUDGET - we buy 
and sell good quality 2nd hand books - 
and offer discount on any books returned, 
which were bought from us - making it a 
very economical way to enjoy a good 
book. Deo Gratia (next to Pick n Pay) 082 
9020 649

If you want to DRINK it’s your 
business. If you want to STOP it’s 
ours.   Tel: 076 244 1704 / 083 458 4444

Looking for a gift for someone 
special?  Why not get a voucher for 
books or coffee/cake from Deo Gratia. 
Homebaked cakes and delicious coffees, 
milkshakes, toasted sarmies plus a good 
variety of new and secondhand books.  
Takeaways available now 082 9020 
649

Ploms Auto Mobile all servicing & 
motor vehicle repairs undertaken @ 
reasonable prices. Phone Peter 
Plomaritis 083 455 6224

Van Trane tot Blydskap alles te danke 
aan Prof. Alex. My naam is Sarah. Ek 
dank Prof Alex want hy het my finansiële, 
huweliks en familie probleme opgelos. Ek 
het 'n slegte finansiële rekord gehad en 
kon nie vir 'n huis kwalifiseer nie. Ek het 
gesukkel om my rekenige elke maand te 
betaal. Ek kon niks bekostig nie, my 
salaris het vinnig deur my vingers geglip. 
Ek was baie gespanne en het nie geweet 
wat om te doen nie. Totdat ek die dag, 
Prof Alex se nommer in die koerant gekry 
het en hom gebel het vir hulp. Die sleutel 
tot die oplossing is PROF ALEX. Vele 
probeer Maak hom jou laaste. Vir Hulp 
Skakel  076 764 0263

Adult Sedgefield T-shirts and Hoodie 
Tops for sale at Soozis. Tel 044 373 
1813.  Pick n Pay Centre, Sedgefield

Vacancy Shop Assistant. Young 
energetic, responsible, reliable lady. 
Someone with knowledge and a passion 
for knitting, crocheting, crafting. Send CV 
to woolandthingssedgefield@gmail.com

WANTED : Sedgefield Hospice 
Shoppe need your second hand goods. 
Have a clean out and help others with 
your unwanted items! Please  give them 
a call 044 343 1722

WINTER MATERIAL COLLECTIONS
Help a needy child keep warm this winter. 
We are collecting tracksuiting, pyjama 
materials, etc. as well as lengths of 
elastic, cotton thread and patterns. If you 
can help please phone Jenny on 072 631 
5055 to arrange collection.

 

Architectural Draughting Services. 
Phone Tracy 082 695 3119 / 044 343 
1421

Craftsman Homes - Quality building  in 
Brick & Timber  044 343 1601 / 082 812 
1820

CXTIPPERS & DIGGERS - Quality 
products & service at your doorstep. Tel 
044 382 1645 

Demolition Excavation & Planthire. 
Contact CX Tippers & Diggers for all your 
plant hire requirements. Tel. 044 382 
1645

Computer  He lp  &  Suppor t  -               
Martin - 082 576 5038

MUSIC LESSONS - 
- Piano, music theory and 

clarinet. From beginners to advanced, for 
all ages.  Please contact Ann Carroll on 
0832757576, adrcarroll@gmail.com. 
www.touchwoodmusic.co.za

HANDS ON ELECTRICAL For service 
and repairs, installations, fridges, 
washing machines, dishwashers, 
microwaves, stoves, TV & audio. Quality 
workmanship.   Reg on 083 297 1929

HEUNIS Plumbing & Electrical. All 
Maintenance & Construction Qualified in 
both trades COC Certificates. Call  

____________________________
6. Building & Related Services

____________________________
10. Computers

____________________________
12.  Education & Tuition

___________________________
13.  Electrical

Tools, tiling, paint, varnish, electrical, 
plumbing, hardware Sedge Hardware 
343 1960

On line lessons 
also offered.

Faulty Microwave? Phone Hands on 
Electrical for free quote.  083 297 1929

Is your stove working properly & safe? 
If not call Hands on Electrical - 083 297 
1929

____________________________
9. Clothing

 ____________________________
14.  Employment offered

 082 
972 3911  manie.heunis@gmail.com

 ____________________________
14.  Employment wanted

 ____________________________
16.  Fabric & Haberdashery

 ____________________________
17.  Food  &  Wine

_____________

Lincy, hard working Malawian looking 
for domestic work for 3 days.0784943118

AQUAMAN POOL CARE Service  
Maintenance. Pump Repairs. Call 044 
343 3237 / 072 704 2872

DAN THE HANDYMAN  
Quality house painting (interior and 
exterior). Dan 084 400 5437. Luke 072 
022  5977

Adult Incontinence Nappies  available 
at Soozi’s, Pick n Pay Centre  044 343 
1813 / 082 771 0694 

The Greenmere Studio (est in 1994) 
offers Exercise classes for Health and 
Vitality; Therapeutic Massage; Post 
Surgery Rehabilitation and Support. For 
your optimal health and well-being, 
contact Briony: thegreenmerestudio@ 
gmail.com / 084 487 7140.

WOOL n THINGS - wool, crochet yarn, 
elastic, haberdashery and crafting 
supplies - 6 Kingfisher Bldg, Main Rd.  
Mon-Fri 9am to 3pm; Sat 9am to 12:30. 
044 343 1028

KOSKAS Deli  - Tel.  044 343 1717 Farm 
Fresh - Best Prices, Free Range Meat & 
Chicken, Eggs, Biltong, Home Industry, 
Daily Traditional Homemade Meals. 
Large variety of Heat & Eat Meals.

Silver Scissors Unisex  Hairstylists -   
21 Tiptol Street, Sedge. Tel 044 343 2112

______________
19. Home & Garden

____________________________
20. Health & Beauty

Compost, pot soil, seeds, fertilisers, 
irrigation, tools @ Sedge Hardware

Sedgefield Pharmacy, Woodpecker  
Mall. Tel 044 343 1628, Fax 343 1110.  
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-1pm, Sun & 
Pub Holidays 9:30am-12.

 

HERB Plants & VEG seedlings 
organic & local. Heatherhill Herbs 
Rheenendal Rd. Open Tues - Fri.  076 
464 4110

KUBI HIRE - Digger Loader for Hire 
Landscaping & hauling. Craig 082 715 
8002

LIVING LANDSCAPES 
Professional garden make-over. Luke 
072 022 5977  

Aloe Ferox Products whole range in 
stock @ factory prices. The Aloe Lady :  
044 343 2214 @ Wild Oats Market on 
Saturdays. 

Complementary Health Support. Call 
for more details. Essential Service 
Provider  OPEN DURING LOCKDOWN 
071 877 2638 / 072 672 4162

Total Foot Care by app & home visits. 
ESSENTIAL SERVICE PROVIDER 
Open During Lockdown. Sr Gillian  071 
877 2638 / 072 672 4162
____________________________
22. Home Improvements

____________________________
25. Motor Cars/Bikes

____________________________
27. Pets & Livestock

___________________________
28. Plumbing

32. Services Offered

Cobble Paving, Sedgefield.  For all 
types of paving, best prices, best paving, 
free quotes.  Don’t delay - Pave Today!  
Call Norman or Antoinette: Tel: (044) 343 
2404 / 083 305 0346

Heunis Plumbing & Electrical. All 
Maintenance & Construction Qualified in 
both trades COC Certificates. 

Klaus Schulz Plumbing.  PIRB 
Registered. Does all work personally. 
044 343 2114 / 073 345 6110

          DAN THE HANDYMAN  
General Repairs & Maintenance, Tiling, 
Painting, Glazing, Carpentry, Plumbing, 
Roofing & Soak Ways. No job too small.   
084 400 5437. Luke  072 022 5977 

JIMMY CATER Quality painting and 
decorating.  Free quotes. 082 773 9782

PLOMS Auto Mobile personal service 
on your vehicle. Phone Peter 083 455 
6224

Windcreen Chips  & Cracks expertly 
repaired.  Phone Martin 084 618 1180

082 
972 3911  manie.heunis@gmail.com

KOSKAS Deli  - Tel.  044 343 1717 Farm 
Fresh - Best Prices, Free Range Meat & 
Chicken, Eggs, Biltong, Home Industry, 
Daily Traditional Homemade Meals. 
Large variety of Heat & Eat Meals.

JVM AUTOMATION -  Alarm systems. 
Automated Garage Doors, Gates, 
Remotes & Batteries. Installations, 
replacements & repairs. Sedgefield 
based.   Call Jaco Venter 072 083 1977

AIRPORT & CHARTER TRANSPORT, 
GARDEN ROUTE and KAROO. Call  
083 253 0838.

All pet food or other donations for 
Animal Welfare 044 384 1603 to be 
dropped off at Simply Vets or Knysna Vet 
Clinic. 

Call   

Plumbing Hardware @ Sedgefield 
Hardware.

Any problems with epilepsy or other 
disabilities?  EPILEPSY SA  on  044 
382 2155 or  visit  Off Rio Road, Knysna  
We can help! 

Smith Plumbing for personal service.  
Call Peet  084 889 2578
___________________________
30. Restaurants & Takeaways

___________________________
31. Security

____________________________

CARPET CLEANING -  Provac  
Professional Cleaning of carpets, mats & 
rugs, upholstery, mattresses, windows, 
decks & roofs. - Call  for free Quotations 
Mike 083 681 6654 Business; 082 894 
4255 - Mike; 082 738 6312 Kate.

CINDY’S CLEANING SERVICE        
Drop off maids, Supervised team cleans, 
Holiday homes. Competitive rates. For 
more info Cindy on 076 374 4945. Email : 
flower@websurfer.co.za

CLOCK  REPAIR  WORKS.  Qualified 
Clock Maker. All Clocks Serviced/ 
Repaired. Work Guaranteed. For 
Quotes/Enquiries Contact Michael/ 
Louise 082 334 7727 

Karen’s Holiday Home Management 
while you are not at your holiday home, 
we will be! Regular monthly checks, 
reports on all aspect of your home 
K a r e f r e e  H o m e  M a n a g e m e n t .              
Call 072 586 1086.

Knysna Animal Welfare office  044 384 
1603 or  emergency call  073 461 9825. 
(24hrs)

Smutsville, Sizamile Youth Advisory 
Centre, Mon- Friday 7:30am-4:30pm. 
Enquiries Edna Thompson 079 749 5181
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NB.  Classified adverts for the next  
issue need to be in by Monday 15th 

June  2020. Emailed classies will  not 
be placed without payment
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On 1 June, after much back and forth and to-ing and fro-ing 
by the Minister of Education, the Western Cape schools have 
elected to open up their doors if they are up to standard with 
their protocols and personal protective equipment that allows 
them to continue operating, in the new normal, during the 
global pandemic of COVID 19. 

The Grade 7s in Sedgefield were very excited to return to school 
and The Edge Community Newspaper had the opportunity to 
engage with Mari Robertson (Head Girl) and Francois  
(Head Boy) of Laerskool Sedgefield Primary, both of whom have 
been champing at the bit to get back to their academic lives. Mari, 
was up earlier than usual, in her school uniform and almost 
hooting the car hooter to race down from the farm where she lives. 
What she has enjoyed the most about Lockdown is spending time 
with family as she will most likely be going to hostel next year, 
and what she's looking forward to at school is seeing her friends 
and teachers again, even if it is only from a distance. Young 
Francois  was also raring to go and as much as he's 
enjoyed the family braais and games nights, apart from seeing his 
friends in person again, the thought of actually sitting in a 
classroom and seeing real teachers is what appeals to him the 
most!.  

Arriving early, it's still dark, the pupils are greeted by the 
headmaster, with a smile behind his mask, they are all let in, in 
single file, observing the social distancing measures of 1.5 
metres. Each teacher at the small school has their station, hand 
sanitizers at the ready, the children have to answer a set of 
questions which is part of the screening process. From there they 
are filtered into their classes. Their day will continue with these 
new rules in place as they slowly get used to the way forward in 
the world that we all left behind on 26 March 2020. This day will 
go down in history as a first, unprecedented for any of our current 
living generations. The schools in the Western Cape are handling 
the situation with aplomb, all praise to the teachers and 
headmasters that are making this possible as if it was something 
they were trained to do. The children that go back first will pave 
the way for the rest to follow. 

Sedgefield has two local Primary schools, and both of them have 
started the journey into these uncertain times with confidence 
making the learners' safety their top priorities, well done 
Smutsville Primary and Sedgefield Primary, stay safe and stay in 
touch. 

Rousseau

Rousseau

Sedgefield Primary Head Boy Francois Rousseau, sporting the 
latest ‘back to school’ accessory of 2020

.
In May Africa Complete ran four Auctions thanks to the 
donations of two night stays at four of their luxury tourism 
establishment members.

Namely Skeiding Guest Farm of Heidelberg and Alfreds Manor, 
Parkes Manor and Hide Away Guest House,  all of  Knysna

In total the four Auctions have raised R3000.00 towards the Need to 
Feed Project which will be an enormous help towards their feeding 
project.

The team of Need to Feed would like to thank these establishments for 
their involvement in this campaign, especially as we know this is such 
a difficult time in the tourism industry. Thank you also to the bidders 
who took part. And to the ones who won - we hope you have a 
wonderful stay. 

Need to Feed has raised R82 000 so far, allowing the team to 
distribute more than 2000 basic food parcels to those without income 
d u r i n g  t h e  
C O V I D - 1 9  
lockdown, as well 
as supporting soup 
kitchens in the 
area. 

This would not 
have been at all 
possible without 
t h e  g e n e r o u s  
donations of local 
businesses and 
individuals. 

The COVID-19 Lockdown 
has, unfortunately, brought 
with it an increase in crime. 
This has resulted in some social 
media conjecture regarding 
the Sedgefield Neighborhood 
Watch structures and how they 
work.

The Sedgefield Neighbourhood 
Watch (SNW) is accredited by 
the Western Cape Department of 
Community Safety. Locally, it is 
the 'Mother body' of five 
subcommittees ,  including 
Neighbourhood watches from 
t h e  M y o l i / C o l a  a r e a ,  
Groenvallei/Meedingsride, The 
Island and Smutsville, as well as 
the Sedgefield Business Watch. 
Plans are in place to get two 
further sub-committees formed:- 
a new one for the Village area 
and to relaunch the old Sedge 
Hill committee which disbanded 
some time back.

All these subcommittees have a 
seat on the SNW Committee, 
made up of ten members under 
the chairmanship of Michael 
Simon. 

Mike Hofhuis, who is the 
Operations Officer of the SNW, 
says that the SNW and all its sub-
committees are run according to 
the very strict  operating 
procedures of the Western Cape 
N e i g h b o u r h o o d  Wa t c h  
Constitution. 

“ I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  
neighbourhood watches are 
launched through the official 
channels, as this is the only way 
to ensure that the strict criteria 
have been met. Unaffiliated 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d  w a t c h  
movements would be deemed 
illegal by the authorities,” he 
explained.

Whilst the sub-committees are 
responsible for managing their 
respective areas, and recruiting 
members, there is a general 
appeal for more residents to join 
up and assist in the protection of 
Sedgefield from criminal 
elements.

There  a re  two  types  o f  
membership. 

The 'Ordinary' members operate 
from the comfort of their own 
homes. They basically work on 
the 'Six neighbour' rule, getting 
to know the six households 
around them, keeping in contact, 
and reporting any suspicious 
activity that they see in this area 
through the structures provided. 
Only one member per household 
need sign up.

“These residents are the eyes and 
ears of the Neighborhood 
Watch,” says Hofhuis.

As the name suggests, 'Patrolling 
Members' move around their 
areas either on foot or in vehicles. 

When on duty they wear easily 
identifiable Community Crime 
Prevention jackets and report on 
any suspicious activity they 
come across. They are not, 
however, required to interact 
during any situation they 
consider criminal, but should 
watch, or follow from a safe 
distance until the authorities or 
Security officials arrive on the 
scene.  All patroller applications 
are vetted by the Community 
Police Forum and SAPS before 
being approved.

To join, or indeed find out more, 
s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o  
sedgefieldnhw@gmail.com, 
indicating your area and whether 
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  y o u r  
membership to be Ordinary or 
Patrolling. Your email will then 
be directed to the specific Patrol 
or membership Manager for 
your area.

Working in conjunction with 
COP (Community Orientated 
Policing) the SNW has, over the 
years, developed an excellent 
working partnership with all of 
the local security companies. All 
Neighbourhood Watch and COP 
members are unpaid volunteers.

KAWS
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By Ginny Viner

This is a Sedgefield story, a story 
about a young local man, not yet 
30years old, who attended 
primary school in Karatara.  

D u e  t o  d i f f i c u l t  f a m i l y  
circumstances, from the age of 
nine he was living more or less on 
the streets. At ten years old he 
was taken in by a family whose 
t rade  was  panel -bea t ing .             
He found that he was interested 
in the work and so worked with 
them in exchange for a home and 
the opportunity to go to school. 
He then attended Van Kervel 
Trade school in George for three 
years, graduating in October 
2010.

In November 2010, he earned his 
first salary cheque - That must 
have been a very proud day for 
this 17year-old who, from very 
challenging beginnings, was now 
an employed craftsman.

He continued working for 
various companies, gaining ten 
years of experience. In 2016 he 
met a lovely lady, and in August 
2017 they married. 

In 2019, after the birth of their 
second child, a son, he began 
working for himself  and 
launched his workshop from his 
in-laws’ garage. 

That is when I first met Jonathan 
Gerber. My precious 13year-old 
car had been rear-ended and the 
wide bumper badly dented. 
Jonathan did an amazing job 
restoring, repainting, polishing, 
so that when I got my car back it 
looked like new. Add to this the 
fact that the bill was reasonable, 
and you will understand that I 
was one very happy customer.

And so to January 2020; 
Jonathan, a fully qualified panel-
b e a t e r,  o p e n e d  h i s  o w n  
workshop @ 3 Tink-Tinki, just 
off the N2 service road. By then 
he was undertaking not only car 

body repairs, rust repairs, spot 
blends, resprays, but also 
renewing headlights, fixing chip 
marks and expanding into other 
areas such as small welding jobs. 
He has worked on cars, trucks, 
trailers, cupboards and even 
light fittings with his pleasant 
manner, skill and attention to 
detail. His was fast becoming a 
worthy Sedgefield small/micro 
business. He moved his little 
family into a place of their own, 
and things were looking good for 
them at long last.

And so entered March 2020, and 
the devastating COVID-19 
Lockdown. 

No possibility to work, no 
income. Will they survive to re-
open and recover from this 
blow? That may well depend on 
you as a Sedgefielder. Will you 
support this small business 
instead of running off to a large 
workshop in George or Knysna, 
next time you need work done on 
your car's  body? 

I sincerely hope so, 
because it is people 
like Jonathan and his 
wife Danielle, who 
make Sedgefield 
such a special place 
to live in. Please 
don't let them down, 
now when they need 
you most.

Jonathan asked me 
to pass on his thanks 
to all the people who 
have supported him 
in the past and says 
that words cannot 
express his sincere 
a p p r e c i a t i o n .  
Jonathan’s cell no is 
071 682 6376

Sponsored Advertorial
REPORT FROM 

MASITHANDANE

Thanks to our donors and 
volunteers 4 kg LOVEBAGS of 
naartjies and apples were hand-
delivered to every household in 
Smutsville,  Sizamile and 
Slangepark in May. 

A TOTAL OF 6160 KGS OF IMMUNE-
BOOSTING FRUIT TO 1540 HOUSEHOLDS!!!

 Pick and Pay assembled this massive order which 
was then loaded into the Masithandane vehicle 
driven by David Woolmington, and in addition 
Cordy Orford, Basil Dominy, Peter Hall, Bomber 
Webb and Lisa Leslie volunteered their bakkies and 
acted as extra drivers. Without them, the exercise 
would not have been possible. On reaching their 
designated areas they were joined by the teams of 
carers who were assisted by a new team of Child and 
Youth Care Workers. Jacky Weaver said "it was hard 
work but very satisfying to see the planning working 
like clockwork and the children hugging their fruit 
LoveBags"

All households had received a voucher which they 
exchanged for fruit……there was much excitement 
among the children, who love fruit. And there is little 
extra for this essential food which is especially 
important at this time. The fruit bearers were met 
with calm and smiles…… the whole delivery took 
the greater part of the day.

Jennifer Tooley says "the support from our many 
friends on the Garden Route and further afield is 
heart-warming- we have had donations big and small 
and we know that this has all been given with love. 
Every cent donated fills the LOVEBAGS with vital 
foods. These packs have made a difference to our 
local children since week one of Lockdown. 

A NEW PHASE - OUR LAST APPEAL

On Monday, many people returned to their lives at 
work. Many but not all, as not all businesses are 
reopening and many people have lost their jobs. But 
it's a start - a new phase in the new normal. This area 
can be proud of how it has worked as a community to 
get here.

The LOVING FOOD CHAIN believes it critical that 
they do a last drop of fresh immune boosting fruit to 
supplement the basic food packs that are distributed 
and also the offerings from the many amazing soup 
kitchens. So important in this cold snap and as kids 
go back to school. 

NEWS AND LAST APPEAL

SO, WE HUMBLY ASK YOU TO SEND US 
WHATEVER YOU CAN....we still need about 
R 15000 to get a 5kg bag of fruit to each 
household in Smutsville, Sizamile and 
Slangepark as well as to a few in the village. 

A BOLD TARGET OF 1550 LOVEBAGS!!!

WE THANK YOU IN ADVANCE. 

Once this fruit is delivered, we'll communicate 
the highlights of the project which has sparkled 
with abundance and grace.

If you would like to help the LOVING FRUIT 
CHAIN please call Jacky 0824142133 or 
J e n n i f e r  0 7 6 2 9 4 3 0 7 5  -  D o n a t e  t o  
Masithandane ABSA 4067253575 Branch No. 
632005 Ref. Love Chain

IN THE INTEREST OF PROTECTING YOUR HEALTH 

MASITHANDANE HAS INITIATED VIRTUAL AGM PROCEDURES

TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY 25 JUNE 2020 AT 

16h00

TO JOIN THE MEETING 

please send your email address to 

BY 11 JUNE 2020

WE WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH THE DOCUMENTS AND THE LINK 

NOMINATIONS TO THE MANAGEMENT BOARD ARE ALSO 

WELCOME 

For more information please call 

Jacky Weaver 082 414 2133 or Ginny Viner 082 457 9813

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL AGM

ALL ARE WELCOME 

TO MEET ON GOOGLE VIDEO CONFERENCING 

SERVICES 

 

   

weaverjacky@gmail.com

www.masithandane.org

REGISTERED NON-PROFIT ORGANISATION NO. 052-253 & PUBLIC BENEFIT 
ORGANISATION NO. 930025275

GRACELAND, MILKWOOD ROAD, P.O. BOX 71, SEDGEFIELD 6573  
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&

SAMURAI

1. Each 
Samurai 
Sudoku 
puzzle 

consists of 5 
overlapping 
“classic” 9×9 
Sudoku sub 

puzzles.

SUDOKU

2. Each 9×9 
sub-puzzle 

must be 
solved 

according to 
the rules of 

Sudoku.

Dear Sedgefield Gemeenskap/Community,

23 jaar gelede (1 Junie 1997) het ons 'n klein 
rooi baksteen gebou binne gestap, Sedgefield 
Stasie. Nou is daar 'n onseker toekoms voor ons. 
Na baie jare is ons steeds hier, deur swaar 
moeilike tye en ook nou met die huidige 
wereldswye situasie, maar wat ons telkemale kop 
bo water gehou het was, en is, die wonderlike 
gemeenskap van Sedgefield!!!

Hiermee wil ons opreg dankie se vir elke liewe 

persoon se ondersteuning deur al die jare van 
ons bestaan.

Baie Baie Dankie!

Thank you so, so much to each one of you in 
this wonderful community of Sedgefield for 
your support of our little business over the 
years, especially the last two months. 
We would like to express our humble 
appreciation!

From the Steam Whistle Stop/Station Pies
Greetings/Groetnis
Joe and Louisa 

KAWS
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In Partnership with PEP and a 
few other private sponsors, 
NPO Hephziba Solutions has 
been able to assist just over 
180 families with basic 
toiletries and nappies in 
Sedgef ie ld ,  Smutsvi l le ,  
Karatara, Hornlee, Concordia 

and Knysna.
Families that have been effected 
by no income due to Covid-19 
lockdown have benefited, 
including normal households, 
foreigners and ECD teachers 
who have received no income in 
April and May 2020. 

NPO Hephziba Solutions 
invites and welcomes all 
donations in order to continue 
to assist families in June and 
the months to come. 

Cleone Vanston, Chairperson 
NPO Hephziba Solutions 
“when life happens” 

Call Cleone on 062 133 2825

Sedgefield’s three well-known 
and much-loved markets, 
Wild Oats,  Mosaic and 
Scarab, will be open again this 
Saturday, a wonderful sign 
that  th ings  are  s lowly  
returning to normal. But 
market-goers should note that 
it will not be the ‘Normal’ 
Saturday morning experience 
of preCOVID-19 times, as 
s tr ict  level -3  lockdown 
regulations will be in place. 
These include the frequent 
sanitizing of hands,  the 
wearing of masks, social 
d i s tanc ing  and  l imi ted  
socialising.

Nonetheless, it is good news 
indeed, especially for the 
marketeers, many of whom have 
been unable to trade since before 
the lockdown started. 

Andre and Rita Knoetze and 
Jean Wright of Scarab Market 
say they are looking forward to 
welcoming all their friends and 
"family" to their venue this 
Saturday. 
“All the safety protocols will be 
in place, but saying hello and 
seeing old friends is totally 
free!” says Jean, “Market times 
8.30 to 1.00pm"
Elaine Hannah, Manager of the 

Mosaic Market, says that they 
are also very excited to be 
opening on the 6th and giving 
their ‘beloved  traders’ an 
opportunity to showcase their 
quality wares to their ever-
supportive public. As usual, their 
trading times are 8am till 2pm.
“Our market will be run under 
strict Level 3 regulations, and we 
are making it a priority to ensure 
the protection of our stallholders, 
staff and customers,” she says, 
adding “Please ensure that you 
are wearing a cloth mask, 
sanitize your hands at every 
opportunity, and be very aware 
of social distancing - especially 
when shopping at a stall, or 
queuing for some delicious 
takeaway meals. She said that 
whilst there will be no sit-down 
or plated meals available, 
visitors will still be able to get all 
the i r  favour i te  foods  as  
takeaways. 

“So come out and shop at your 
favourite stalls, say hi to your 
favourite traders, and enjoy 
everything you've grown to love 
at Mosaic Market - albeit at a 
distance!” Elaine suggests.
The Award-winning Wild Oats 
Farmers’ Market will be running 
from 8am to12 noon. Susan and 

Rose, the ladies at the helm of 
this original Sedgefield market, 
had this to say:-
“As the Wild Oats co-owners 
(and both over 65 years old) we 
assure everyone attending that 
the market will be run strictly 
under all COVID19 safety 
protocols (customer limited 
entry & customer tracing 
registry, social distancing, 
m a s k s ,  s a n i t i s e r s ,  I R  
temperature screening and no 
seating!). This will not be the 

“tourist experience” we have 
come to expect... only serious 
food shopping in a safer, fresh 
open air space. And we promise: 
no singing, no hugging, no 
sitting for breakfast and no 
group socializing will be 
tolerated!!!”

Frans and Dot Sadie celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on 
Saturday 23 May 2020. “What a 
blessed 50 years,”says Frans, “The 
Lord organized us getting together.  
One night I dreamt of a beautiful girl 
with dark hair wearing a short 
brown leather skirt - and us getting 
engaged. The next night my dream 
continued where I got married to her! I 
told my mom, brother and sisters 
about this wonderful dream - but 
eventually it faded. Six months later - 
while dating another girl - Dot showed 
up at the front door (with my mom) - 
with the exact looks (dress and hair) 
that I had described to everyone! 
Guess what? Six months later I 
married this dream girl of mine!”

long 

KAWS
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The EDGE on Health

Across
1. For within the Black 
Economic Empowerment there 
are old times. (6)
4. Shows eagerness to start on a 
particular day. (5,2)
9.  A terrible need to add to the 
small to make it smaller. (9)
10.  Put in writing the relocation 
of the sabre’s point to its end. (5)
11. Compare to the sound of 
growth on a tree. (4) 
12. Precipitating movement? 
(4,5)
13. Distribution of parts – 
various lines. (7)
15. Some were looking at her, I 
understand. (6)
17. Seminar Niagara hosted in 
mythical land of the lion. (6)
19. I don't know why the 
drummer attends to my corporal 
punishment. (5,2)
22. New recipe for the wok 
legend has insight. (9)
24. One wearing a pair of shirts 
is given instruction from the 
podium to stop playing. (5)
26. We heard of a downpour 
rule. (5)
27. Confused, Roger used a 
blushing bird in the hunt. (3,6)
28. Design orange segments for 
the Italian wife. (7)
29. Broadcast letting insiders 
know about beer. (6)
Down
1. I'm tasting herb as I lick inside 
it. (7)
2. Fail to secure a congregation. 
(5)
3. About the accommodation 
particle's ability to hold water. 
(9)
4. Not that I am being critical, 
but did the Swiss psychiatrist 

foolishly dig inside? (7)
5.  Our turf was subject to 
measured cut-backs. (5)
  6. Street protectors haven't been 
introduced yet. (9)
7.  Set Saturday up for 
preferences. (6)
8. In Doctor Silver's eyes he's 
dressed like a girl! (2,4)
14. One might be following 
someone avoiding the bright 
lights. (9)
16. Traitor at disorganised eating 
place. (9)

18. A little country you might 
visit and/or rave a bit about. (7)
19. Finish in your underwear, 
girl. (6)
20. Next, remember the inside 
furthest point. (7)
21. Such attire seemed right 
during the short plays. (6)
23. Once in the music centre, 
get Allen to play slowly. (5)
25. Old 'date' when four 
dropped one in the centre of the 
Mother City. (5)

Edition 590 solutions:   Across: 8. Insomnia  9. Overt  10. Deaf  
11. Alteration  12. Rudely  14. Eradiate  15. Resting  17. Mediate  
20. Additive  22. Logged  23. Amiability  24.  Pooh  25. Overs  26. 
Raftsman   
Down: 1. Insecure  2. Loaf  3. Sneaky  4. Castles  5. Moorgate  
6. Pertaining  7. Utmost  13. Extricates  16. Noisiest  18. Teetotal  
19. Seniors  21. Damson  22. Lay Off  24. Pose  

LOST OR 
FOUND PETS

Tel: 044 384 1603   

Done

for R220 or R320

AA Meetings

083 458 4444 
076 244 1704

084 567 9809
Forest Lodge

Sedgefield
melaniebaumeister@gmail.com

There are over 9.9 million new 
cases of dementia each year 
worldwide, implying one new 
case every 3.2 seconds.

Dementia is a general term for 
any disease that causes a change 
in memory and/or thinking skill 
that is severe enough to impair a 
person’s daily functioning 
(driving, shopping, balancing 
day to day spending, working, 
communicating etc).  There are 
many different types of dementia, 
the most common of which is 
Alzheimer’s disease.  Most types 
of dementia cause a gradual 
worsening of symptoms over the 
course of years due to progressive 
damage to nerve cells in the brain 
caused by an underlying disease 
process, which is referred to as 
neurodegenera t ion .   The  
symptoms of dementia vary from 
person to person and may include 
memory problems or mood 
changes or difficulty walking, 
speaking or finding your way.  
While dementia may include 
memory loss, memory loss by 
itself does not mean that you have 
dementia.  While some mild 
changes in cognit ion are 
considered a part of the normal 

aging process, dementia is not.
he cause of 

dementia is unknown.  Research 
is ongoing to better understand 
what causes dementia, but the 
underlying mechanism is thought 
to be related to a build-up of 
proteins in the brain that 
interferes with how the brain 
f u n c t i o n s  o r  w o r k s .   
Neurodegenerative diseases, 
such as frontotemporal dementia, 
lead to abnormal protein build 
ups in the brain. Different protein 
build-ups are seen in different 
types of dementia.  For example, 
proteins called beta-amyloid and 
t a u  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
Alzheimer’s disease while the 
protein alpha-synuclein is 
associated with Lewy body 
dementia.  Changes in the blood 
vessels in the brain may result in 
vascular dementia.  In a minority 
of cases, a reversible cause of a 
person’s dementia can be 
identified and treated.  Screening 
for these reversible causes is part 
of the diagnostic evaluation for 
anyone with changes in memory 
or thinking.

Currently there is no cure for 
dementia, but there are medicines 

In many cases t

that can help treat some of the 
s y m p t o m s .   T h e r e  a r e  
medications that may improve 
memory for a period of time.  
There are also medications that 
are effective for treating mood 
disorders, such as anxiety and 
depression, which commonly 
occur in people with dementia. It 
is also important that your care 
provider carefully evaluates any 
medicine that someone with 
dementia is taking, because some 
medications may make memory 
symptoms worse.

62% of people with dementia live 
in developing countries, but by 
2050 this will rise to 71%.  
According to South Africa’s 2011 
census, there are approximately 
2.2 million people in South Africa 
with some form of dementia.

If you would be interested in 
j o i n i n g  t h e  S e d g e f i e l d  
Alzheimer’s Support Group, they 
usually meet in St Francis Church 
Hall, Swallow Drive, Sedgefield 
on the 2nd Saturday of the month. 
(When group meetings are once 
again allowed).

The Health Column in the next 
issue will outline the stages of 
Alzheimer’s and what you can 
expect.

For any further information 
Contact Gilda on 084 544 1203) 

DID YOU KNOW? We help patients 
 who suffer from Cancer, a variety 

of other terminal and chronic 
illnesses and HIV/AIDS.

The Hospice Shop will now be open for trade on the following 
days: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10am until 12.45pm.
All items in store are now available for purchase.
As from 1 June we enter level 3, however, please note that the 
shop and staff will continue to proceed with all required 
caution and strictly follow the necessary regulations, 
guidelines and rules pertaining to safety and health.
Hospice would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank 
everyone who have donated items to the store and also wishes 
to thank all loyal customers for their continued and on-going 
support.

Community health workers 
across the Garden Route 
District have screened 92 441 
people and referred 486 for 
testing as of  28 May 2020.

‘We would like to express our 
utmost appreciation and thanks to 
our health teams who have done 
g r e a t  w o r k  u n d e r  v e r y  
challenging conditions to serve 
our communities by screening 
and educating as many people as 
possible,’ said District Manager, 
Mr Zee Brickles.

Community screening and testing 
(CST) is in its seventh week and 
health teams have been to the 
most vulnerable communities. 
During the CST, the support of 
the community is essential for the 
success in stopping the spread of 
the virus.

‘We would like to thank our 
communities for allowing our 
health care workers to screen 
t h e m .  W e  r e m i n d  o u r  
communities to adhere to our 5 
golden rules of good hygiene as 
we move towards  the expected 
peak.  Please continue to support 
each other as this pandemic 
affects us all,’  said Brickles.

1. Wash your hands regularly 
with soap and water.                                                                                                                                                                               
2. Keep surfaces clean.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
3. Do not touch your face.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
4. Cough and sneeze into your 
bent elbow.                                                                                                                                                                                                
5. Keep 1,5 m away from people 
and wear a mask when in public.
When facing a threat on a global 
scale, such as Covid-19, it is 

normal to feel anxious, scared, 
confused, and overwhelmed. 
Even more so with the overload of 
information available and our 
numbers of positive cases 
increasing in the Province. 
However, by limiting your 
exposure to other people, you can 
protect your family and yourself.  
It is important that we stand 
together and that we support each 
other, especially our neighbours 
and friends who have tested 
positive for Covid-19. Anyone 
can be infected with Covid-19 
and anyone can carry the virus, 
even without showing symptoms. 
The Coronavirus does not 
discriminate between age, 
gender, race, or disability. People 
who are especially vulnerable are 
those with underlying medical 

conditions, such as hypertension, 
diabetes, lung disease, TB, and 
HIV.  We should not stigmatise 
people who have tested positive. 
We must offer our support. 
Although you should avoid 
physical contact, you can support 
them by messaging or calling to 
ask how they are doing. As they 
and the rest of their household 
will be in isolation, you can offer 
to help by buying food or 
medication and dropping it off at 
their door. Remember, we are in 
this together and must support 
each other.
 
Community Screening and 
Testing will take place in 
Sedgefield from  1 to 3 June 
2020:

KAWS
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La Piazza

TOTAL ENTRIES

 

30KM WALK – 8

30KM RUN – 198

 

23KM TRAIL RUN – 85

 

10KM WALK – 21

10KM RUN – 289

 

TOTAL : 601

67 fun run

[13:17, 3/24/2020] Emma Rorke: I thought you saw 
the WhatsApp. Ita says the final numbers were 601. 
That excludes the funrun.  only Albert knows how 
many entries there were there.  And winners are as 
follows 
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“The 2017 Knysna and Bitou 
wildfire disaster was without a 
doubt the most devastating of 
its kind in the history of 
Southern Africa,” says Cobus 
Meiring of the Garden Route 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F o r u m  
(GREF).”

“With loss of life and a badly-
a ff ec t ed  loca l  economy,  
irreparable damage done to 
infrastructure, businesses, 
agr icul ture ,  fores t ry  and 
property running into trillions of 
rand, the Knysna and Bitou fire 
disaster caused unparalleled 
ecological havoc in an area of 
over 20 000 hectares.

As part of an ongoing debate on 
the correlation between the 
consequences of COVID- 19 and 
that of climate change, GREF 
asked Gerhard Otto, Head of the 
G a r d e n  R o u t e  D i s t r i c t  
M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  D i s a s t e r  
Management Centre, if the 
Southern Cape is today better 
prepared in the event of a repeat 
of the 2017 wildfire disaster.

“From a preparedness level the 
Garden Route District Disaster 
Management Centre, Local 
M u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  n a t u r e  
conservations entities, forestry 
as well as regional fire protection 

a s s o c i a t i o n s  h a v e ,  a s  a  
collective, ramped up capacity to 
fight wildfire disaster way 
beyond what was in place in 
2017.  Aerial  f i ref ight ing 
capacity, clearing of fire breaks 
and upgraded firefighting 
equipment, all makes for a 
better-prepared region dealing 
with regular and intense wildfire 
scenarios,” says Otto.

Continues Otto, “The 2017 
Knysna and Bitou wildfire 
disaster was caused by a perfect 
storm of climate change, super 
strong winds, possible human 
error and the prevalence of large-

scale invasive alien plants in the 
l andscape ,  a l l  o f  wh ich  
contributed to the scale and 
ferocity of the disaster.”

“For instance, in as much as 
disaster  management and 
firefighting services are better 
resourced than three years ago, 
invasive alien plants still 
dominate the landscape. The 
wide-spread prevalence of 
invasive alien plant stands has 
the potential to provide the 
biofuel necessary for a repeat of 
the 2017 wildfire disaster.”

“Landowners, in general, do 
their best, within their means, to 
eradicate and control invasive 
alien plant growth on their land, 
but the task at hand is a 
mammoth one, and much more 
needs to be done in order to 
achieve a fire-safe environment 
in the Southern Cape,” says Otto.

COVID-19 and climate change 
will affect the future of the 
present-day Southern Cape 
dramatically

“COVID-19 has had a severe and 
tangible effect on the socio-
economic fabric of the Southern 
Cape and we know that the real 
challenge the advent of the 
pandemic is posing, is still 
nowhere near its true impact. 
Both COVID-19 and climate 
change will affect the future of 
the present-day Southern Cape 
dramatically. The new normal 

As 7 June  commemorates the anniversary of 
the 2017 Knysna wildfires, the Garden Route 
Environmental Forum asks if we are now 
better equipped to face such a disaster.

should no doubt include a 
rethink of how we manage our 
environment at all levels, not 
only for exposure to wildfire 
risk, but, just as important, the 
way  we  manage  human  
settlement, water security and 
biodiversity conservation.”

“As we commemorate the 
physical horror of the 2017 

Knysna wildfire disaster, and 
now having to deal with the 
trauma of COVID-19, all 
stakeholders and communities in 
the Southern Cape will have to 
t a k e  h a n d s ,  d e v e l o p  a n  
understanding of what the future 
will force upon us, and plan 
ahead for a safer and more secure 
region,” concludes Otto.

7th June 2020


