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The horrific accident which took place on the N2 just outside Sedgefield on Monday, 26 May, has left 11-year-old local Emma-Grace 
Snyman in a critical condition, with a long journey ahead for her recovery.

The accident happened on the western side of town, just past the Engen Garage at the turn-off towards ‘Montmere’ (the road that leads to 
Outward Bound at the back end of Cloud 9). Emma and two school friends were passengers in a Daihatsu Sirion on their way to horse-riding. 
They were waiting to turn right off the highway onto the rural road. 

Visibility was low due to the wet weather, and a bakkie overtaking a large 
truck (which was driving in the yellow lane) ploughed into the back of the 
Daihatsu, pushing them into a stream of oncoming traffic. Several vehicles 
were involved in the dreadful carnage that resulted within split seconds, but 
it seems only Emma sustained serious injuries after being flung from the car.

Emergency services were deployed to the scene, and Emma was initially 
taken to a hospital in George before being flown to the Red Cross Children’s 
Hospital in Cape Town.

She remains there over a week later, with her shell-shocked mother, Vanessa, 
staying as close as she can to her hospital bedside. The medical team is 
attending to her around the clock, meeting regularly to ascertain the best 
proactive and reactive treatment necessary and plan the way forward for the 
young girl. Yesterday (Tuesday, 3 June), Emma’s father, Johnny, reported 
that whilst Emma had woken up and no longer needed a ventilator to breathe, 
she had not been responsive to the doctors.

“She is in a neck brace as her second vertebrae is displaced, and she will need 
plastic surgery as well as work on her broken jaw,”  the distraught man told 
us, “Her medical report mentioned ‘A prolonged stay,’ so we know this is 
going to be a long and life-changing haul for all of us.”

Back in Sedgefield, with so many family members and friends desperate to 
do what they could to help, it was no surprise that two fundraising platforms 
were started simultaneously. The support has been phenomenal, with close 
to R400 000 raised to support Emma and her family in the days ahead. 

“We are so grateful for all the support,” says Johnny, “Whilst we remain fully 
focussed on Emma’s short-term recovery at the moment, we also have to 
think of the long-term.” 

He explained that whilst the Red Cross Hospital treatment is not charged for, 
all funds raised will be channelled towards long-term care and therapy, 
which  Emma will no doubt need on the road to recovery.

As a result of this terrible accident, a number of residents have come together 
to create a petition with the aim of making this intersection safer. While the 
document is still being finalised, it will soon be circulated for locals and 
visitors to sign before it is sent to SANRAL. 

The petition will inform the road authority of things that urgently need 
attention/correction:- 

Ÿ There is currently no dedicated lane for the Montmere turn-off. 

Ÿ Leading up to the turn-off, the N2 centre line is dotted, which 
means it is deemed ‘safe to overtake’, which it clearly isn’t.

Ÿ The speed limit is not evident along that stretch, causing drivers to 
feel they may speed up as they ‘leave town’.

Ÿ The road signs for the turn-off disappeared some years ago when 
the road was being repaired. They have not been replaced.

Ÿ Signage pointing out that overtaking is prohibited and that a 
double lane section (for overtaking) is up ahead (up the hill towards the 
Pine Lake turn-off). 

Once the petition is ready, it will be circulated for signatures. Johnny 
Snyman has asked that as many people as possible join the efforts to 
make this intersection safer. This, he hopes, might just prevent another 
family from suffering the same trauma.

Hearing that their favourite local shop has been auctioned off 
by Knysna Municipality, right under the nose of the current 
tenants who have been running it for the last 36 years, has 
been a bitter pill to swallow for many Karatara residents, so 
much so that they have come together to try and stop it.

Situated on municipal-owned Erf 150, the Church Street shop 
‘Karatara Handelshuis’ has been under the proprietorship of 
Hans Botha (Senior) and his family since 1989. It has become a 
well-loved local institution and is so much more than a grocery 
outlet. Folks often have courier parcels dropped off and picked up 
there, and residents are frequently given a bit of credit until they 
get paid.  It has also been the official local post office since 1995, 
taking over that service when the original SAPO branch 
closed.“We stepped in so that people wouldn’t have to travel to 
Knysna to get their pension payout,” explained Hans’ son, Hans 
Junior.

When asked what he thought about the sale of the property, he told 
us that the first the family had heard of the auction was when a 
customer showed him an advertisement on social media.“This 
was a huge shock to us,”  he said, “In the past, we had often asked 
the municipality if we could buy the shop. Now they didn’t even 
inform us that this auction was taking place!”

When the Botha family contacted Ward 2 Councillor Cleone 
Vanston about this matter, she investigated and reported back that 
the municipality had not followed the correct procedures. Taking 
it to the Section 80 Finance and Governance meeting on 7 May, 
she successfully pleaded the case of the Bothas and frustration of 
the community,  and the meeting unanimously recommended that 
the property in question be removed from the auction list.

However, when Hans later contacted Riley Auctioneers, they 
informed him that the municipality had given instructions to 
proceed with the auction and that it was set to happen on 21 May. 
“This conversation was only a few days before, so we had no time 
to raise enough capital,”  went along to take 
part in the auction, but could not come near the highest bid.

The community is incensed at this move by the municipality, so 
much so that they called for a public meeting with the councillor 

on 28 May, and handed her a petition with over 450 
signatures. She has agreed to take this to a Council meeting this 
Thursday (5 June), hoping it will guide the final decision on 
whether the auction’s highest bid is officially accepted or not.

he said. The family

at the shop 

Accident victim Emma Grace Snyman.
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READY BRICKS

 was wondering … Can I sue 
a city?I

Or perhaps charge it for 
Malicious Damage to Property, 
along with (I suspect) Crimen 
Injuria against a family?

Well, Mrs Ed and I, at least.

Seriously, I don’t know what we 
have done to Port Elizabeth 
(oops! Sorry – Qcerba, no 
Qgerbo … GwaKer … hang on 
… Gqeberha ! - Thanks, 
Google). So serious has been 
that particular city’s attack on 
our vehicle that our family has 
done some renaming of our own. 
We call it  Ukonakaliswa 
kweSixeko seeMoto, which is 
Xhosa for “The City of Car 
Breakdowns”.

Yes. A couple of weeks ago, 
during what was only our second 
trip to the Sunshine City in three 
years, our car just sommer 
stopped, not for a teensy, weensy 
little flat tyre-ist delay, or even 
for one of those just-a-bit-more-
annoying fanbelt failures.

It was a BIG breakdown. A nasty 
one. A FULL-ON engine failure. 
If you could imagine our dear 
EDGEmobile as a person, you 
would see her falling to her 
knees on the tar, beating her 
chest through heartwrenching 
howls of despair, whilst tearing 
her hair out in clumps.

THAT sort of breakdown.

And would you believe this is 
the very same EDGEmobile that 
broke down there in 2022? That 
time, the Cam Belt snapped, and 
the whole engine had to be 
pulled out and ... well ... 
skimmed, bored, torqued and 
engineered? And even eerilyer, 
erilyer, eerallyer, ok stranger, is 
that both breakdowns happened 
in more or less the same place:- 
Just as we hit the outskirts of ... 
er ... Klqwerbuher, and only a 
short way into Mrs Ed’s MPS 
(Metropolitan Panic Syndrome).

Let me explain that.

MPS is a medical journal term I 
invented (patent pending) for 
when someone suffers panic 
attacks when driving in any place 
that is even slightly bigger than 
Sedgefield. Of course, in this 
case, when I say driving, I mean 
that of the ‘back seat’ variety. 
Though not behind the wheel, the 
Trusty Mrs Ed oversees all the 
important operations such as 
speed, lane choice, radio volume, 
correct brake application, 
acceleration, and general safety. 
She directs this both vocally and 
through the application of her 
fingernails through the flesh of 
my left thigh.

The level of MPS varies, of 
course, depending on the size of 
the town or city we are entering.
Knysna = level 2 – mild
George = level 4 – medium
Kwaberquer = “What are you 
doing? WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING? SLOW DOWN! 
WHAT ROAD ARE WE ON? 
YOU’LL MISS THE OFF-
RAMP! DON’T GO NEAR 
THAT TAXI! PULL OVER! 
W E ’ R E  G O N N A  
DIIIIIIIEEEE!!!!”

But enough about the Old 
Dragon’s medical syndromes - 
let’s get back to this strange 
breakdown phenomenon and 
why she and I are both feeling 
somewhat victimised by the city 
of Kwaburglar.

Whilst our 2022 breakdown was 
on our way through the city for a 
‘relaxing weekend away’ in 
Hogsback, this year’s sojourn to 
KlaBluhbler was for another 
reason.

A Visa for Mrs Ed.

As I may have mentioned before, 
a family member in the UK has 
sponsored our airfares to visit 
them. Still, for some reason, the 
British government is seemingly 
quite cautious about letting Mrs 
Ed in without first putting her 
through numerous levels of 
discomfort. These include the 

coughing up of various permit 
payments, the filling in of 
twentyfivethreehundredfiftytho
usand pages of paperwork, and a 
personal visa interview in their 
offices situated somewhere in 
the city of ... you guessed it ... 
Quackburger.

Of course, my good wife finds 
this most upsetting. “Being stuck 
with a Brit citizen for 34 years is 
h a r d l y  a  m a r r i a g e  o f  
convenience,” she says to 
anyone who will listen (and, 
indeed, a number who would 
prefer not to). “The least they 
could do is let me visit their poxy 
mud island without first giving 
me the third degree!”  

Of course, it’s my fault. She’s 
convinced I must have sent His 
Majesty’s Government an 
anonymous ‘Terrorist Alert’ tip-
off (a grand idea, but alas, one I 
failed to think of in my old age).  
In truth, I reckon they took one 
look at that mono-brow passport 
picture and presumed it to be the 
start of the first pillaging raid of 
the Visigoths since AD390.

But why does this story keep 
going astray? (Please do try to 
concentrate – it will make my life 
so much easier).

As we eased The EDGEmobile 
through the  outskir ts  of  
Quackerbler towards the Visa 
Office, with the cool, calm and 
collected voice of Google Maps 
(“In 12,5km take the R2566 off-
ramp”) barely audible under the 
cacophonous cries of Mrs Ed 
“WATCH OUT! DON’T TURN 
THERE! THAT CAR’S GOT 
GANGSTERS IN IT! SLOW 
DOWN! WE CAN’T DRIVE 
LIKE THIS IN CLAPBERGER! 
SPEED UP! ARE YOU SURE 
WE SHOULDN’T HAVE 
TURNED THERE? HOW CAN 
YOU BE SURE? ARE YOU 
SURE YOU ARE SURE? 
W E ’ R E  G O N N A  
DIIIIIEEEEE!!!!”

... a little light and sound show 
started ... on our dashboard.

“Ping - check brakes.”
“Ping – check water.”
“Ping - check oil.”
“Ping – check temperature.”
“Ping - check the Pergular 
Witchyspoon.”
“Ping - check the Winkle 
Perambulator.”
“Ping – checkmate.”
“Ping - check brakes.”
“Ping – check water.”
“Ping - check there’s no 
gangsters behind you.”
(continue ad nauseam until key is 
turned to off position.)

“WOAH!” I said in a voice that, 

in hindsight, could have been 
just a tad more macho-and-full-
of-mechanical-understanding 
rather than the somewhat high-
pitched squeal that popped out of 
my throat.

I don’t know who or what 
actually stopped the car. It was 
either me (as a knee-jerk reaction 
to the insertion of fingernails into 
the flesh just below my knee and 
the dashboard’s disco-like flurry 
of lights and sound) or if The 
EDGEmobile herself  just  
became so overwhelmed by her 
woes that she just gave up.

And so the breakdown déjà vu 
began. After the traditional 
opening of the bonnet (at least 
this time, I found the lever within 
the first seven attempts) and 
staring at the engine, whilst Mrs 
Ed shouted helpful words of 
advice from the safety of her 
seat,  “I TOLD you we should 
have bought a grey car!” “Is it 
perhaps the battery, because you 
NEVER check the battery.” 
“Why didn’t you slow down 
when I said?” “Did you put the 
wrong oil in?” “It’s never done 
this when I’M driving”, I had to 
make the call of shame.
 
“Um ... hello ... is that Johan .. the 
mechanic ?”

“Yes, Mr T’ED, Good to hear 
from you, Uncle. When I saw 
your number on my phone, I 
thought, ‘It’s been a while. I 
haven’t seen Uncle since that 
time three years ago when I 
rescued him on the highway near 
the Greenbushes off-ramp’...”

“Well, it’s funny you should say 
that ....”

The EDGEmobile is still there, 
poor thing. And I’m sure the City 
of Chuckwergner is  st i l l  
somehow having a go at her 
because every second day, the 
mechanic calls me with a NEW 
update on what is wrong and how 
much more we’ll have to pay to 
get her back on the road, to the 
safety of dear old Sedgefield.

I’m going to sue Quackerbar for 
every cent that city has ...
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PUBLICLY SPEAKING
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Pick n Pay

Whilst Knysna remains in the throes of a severe water crisis, 
with infrastructure failures disrupting water supply to 
thousands of residents, it seems that teamwork between 
multiple public and private entities is finally showing dividends. 
At time of going to press the two main pumps at the Charlesford 
pump station had been replaced and were running optimally, 
pushing water into the system at a stable rate of 190litres per 
second.

The crisis, which began with breakdowns at the Charlesford and 
Homtini pump stations, has now stretched into its third week, 
triggering a multi-agency emergency response and widespread 
community frustration.

The initial cause of the crisis was the breakdown of critical water 
pumps responsible for maintaining water pressure and flow. These 
pumps, essential for supplying water to reservoirs and 
communities, suffered failures exacerbated by load shedding, 
which hampered the installation of replacement equipment. The 

(Continued from front page)

Residents are urged 
to reduce water consumption, 

Whilst the replacement pumps 
have been successfully installed 
at the Charlesford Pump Station, 
allowing the series of reservoirs 
t o  s t a r t  f i l l i n g ,  w a t e r  
conservation appeals are still 
being issued. 

particularly in areas with 
critically low reservoir levels. 

Gift of the Givers has deployed 
multiple teams and water tankers 
to deliver water to communities, 
old age homes, schools, and 
businesses. SANParks has also 
assisted by providing fire trucks 
for water distribution.

Despite the relief efforts, 
frustration is growing among 

On Friday 30 May Mark 
W i l l e m s e  o f  K n y s n a  
Independant  Movement  
(KIM) was elected unopposed 
as the Council Speaker of 
Knysna Municipal Council. 
This after the ANC's Mncedisi 
Skosana was instructed to 
relinquish both his Speaker 
position and his Ward 3 
Council seat by the Western 
Cape Minister of Local 
Government, Anton Bredell.

Skosana, along with previous 
Mayor Aubrey Tsengwa and 
previous Deputy Mayor Alberto 
Marbi, had been found guilty of 
several breeches of the Code of 
Conduct  for  Counci l lors  
perpetrated on 16 September, 8 
November and 16 November, 
2022, the last of which was 
'giving false evidence under oath 
and persisting with the falsities 
before another court'. According 
to the legal committee formed to 
investigate the case, this  
“constituted misconduct of the 
most serious nature” and 
warranted removal of all three 
councillors from office. 

Since these committee's findings 
were presented to council via 
Minister Bredell's offices, both 
Tsengwa and Marbi had both 
tendered their resignation, but 
Skosana had remained in office. 

Dated 23 May, the most recent 
letter from Bredell's office 

concludes,“It is critical to state 
that as a councillor, Councillor 
Skosana was obliged to perform 
his functions honestly, in good 
faith, acting, at all times, in a 
transparent manner and in the 
b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
Municipality, in order to ensure 
that the integrity and credibility 
of the Municipality is not 
compromised.
 
In relation to the sanctions as 
r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  
committee, and the seriousness 
of the infringement committed 
by your client, I concur to the 
s anc t i on  o f  r emova l  a s  
Councillor.”

Whilst Marbi's seat on Council 
was via the proportional vote 

(which means he was shortly 
replaced by another PBI Party 
member), the departure of 
Skosana and Tsengwa means that 
Knysna has two by-elections 
pending  -  Ward 8, due on 25 
June and Ward 3, the date of 
which is still to be announced.

In the interim, Knysna's Council 
comprises eight DA councillors, 
five ANC, two each KIM and PA 
and one each EFF and PBI.  
Whilst the results of the by-

elections over the next month or 
so could  bring changes to the 
majority in council, it seems 
more likely that the status quo 
will remain until the 2026 local 
elections. Whilst the DA 
currently has the most seats, 
even if they win one or both by-
e l ec t ions  t hey  wi l l  no t  
automatically gain control of the 
council as they are no longer in a 
formal coalition with the KIM 
party. 

HANDS ON 

Dishwashers
Microwaves • Refrigeration • TV & Audio 

 •  Washing Machines • Stoves  

Quality Workmanship     Excellent Service

Call Reg 083 297 1929

Security Lighting   

Service    Repairs    Installations

   

HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 
& ELECTRICAL

NEW COUNCIL
SPEAKER IS KIM  
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WE ARE FULLY OPERATIONAL
VIA APPOINTMENT OR 

VISIT OUR ONLINE SHOP

LOCAL PLUMBING & MAINTENANCE

072 033 5902

by Charl van der Merwe, Environmental 
Ethicist
On behalf of Sedgefield Ratepayers Association

by Charl van der Merwe, Environmental Ethicist
On behalf of Sedgefield Ratepayers Association.

by Charl van der Merwe,
Environmental Ethicist
On behalf of Sedgefield
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Environmental Health Practitioners and their role in managing waste

forest
roots

The Deputy Minister of 
Human Settlements, Ms Tandi 
Mahambehlala, conducted an 
oversight visit to Knysna 
Municipality on Monday 26 
May 2025. The deputy minister 
engaged with municipal 
leadership on the state of 
human settlements in the area 
and attended a title deed 
h a n d o v e r  c e r e m o n y  i n  
Hornlee.

The visit began with a detailed 
briefing session where senior 
municipal officials, led by 
Knysna Executive Mayor 
Thando Matika and Municipal 
Manager Lulamile Mapholoba, 
presented an overview of 
Knysna's human settlements 
landscape.

The presentation outlined the 
scale of Knysna's housing 
challenges - an estimated 
backlog of 9,815 households, 
increasing at a rate of 3% 
annually. “Despite constrained 
funding and infrastructure 
limitations, we have continued to 
pursue innovative solutions,” 
explained Mayor Matika. “These 
include upgrading informal 
settlements and progressing with 
several major pipeline housing 
projects  across Karatara,  
Rheenendal and Heidevallei.”

It was noted that annual housing 
delivery remains limited to 
a r o u n d  1 0 0  u n i t s ,  w i t h  
significant capital investment 
required to address bulk services 
and land acquisition. Officials 
also highlighted the growing 
pressures of in-migration and the 
need for increased support from 
p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  
government to unlock stalled 
developments.

M a t i k a  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  
munic ipa l i ty ' s  e ffo r t s  to  
accelerate the Title Deed 
Restoration Programme. “We 
have faced delays due to historic 
planning issues, technical 
challenges and limited funding 
allocations,” he said. “We did 
achieve a breakthrough with the 
signing of a memorandum of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  
ourselves and the Free Market 
Foundat ion 's  Khaya Lam 
initiative in 2024. This has 
already enabled the delivery of 
the first batch of title deeds and 
aims to address a backlog of 
1,600 title deeds by the end of 
2025.”

The Deputy Minister joined 
residents in celebrating the 
handover of more than 80 long-
awaited title deeds in Hornlee.

“I am happy to receive my title 
deed after many years,” said 
Ju l i ana  Danhausen  f rom 
Hornlee. “Now I have something 
to leave behind for my children.”
N o z i p h o  S k o s o n a  f r o m  
Greenfields shared a similar 
sentiment: “I am very happy to 
finally receive my title deed. 
Now I know I have a house that 
belongs to me.”

The deputy minister commended 
the municipality for its efforts 
under challenging conditions 
and reaffirmed the national 
department's commitment to 
working with local government 
to fast-track housing delivery 
and promote sustainable human 
s e t t l e m e n t s .  S h e  a l s o  
commended the progress made 
i n  t e r m s  o f  S P L U M A  
compliance and emphasised the 
importance of reducing red tape 
to accelerate housing delivery 
and development approvals.

“The day served as a powerful 
reminder of what's possible 
when different spheres of 
government and civil society 
work together in service of the 
people,” Matika concluded. “We 
remain committed to providing 
adequate access to housing in an 
inclusive, innovative, inspired 
Knysna.”

Housing challenges and 
community empowerment 
under focus as Deputy 
M i n i s t e r  o f  H u m a n  
Settlements visits Knysna

SANParks has announced 
that as of Friday, 30 May 
2025 Island Lake in the 
Wilderness Section of the 
Garden Route National Park  
h a s  re o p e n e d  f o r  a l l  
recreational activities. This 
fol lows the temporary 
closure on 7 March 2025, due 
to the detection of blue-green 
algal bloom bacteria.

According to a SANParks 
statement, recent water quality 
tests, supported by satellite 
imagery, have confirmed the 
absence of toxin-producing 
algal species in the lake, 

deeming it safe for public use.

“The occurrence of the algal 
bloom is likely the result of 
several factors coming together – 
both environmental and other 
factors beyond the control or 
management influence of 
SANParks,” the statement reads, 
“ T h e s e  i n c l u d e  w a r m  
temperatures, reduced water 
inflows, and nutrient run-off 
from the broader lake catchment 
area.”

SANParks will continue to 
conduct regular monitoring of 
the lake to detect any early signs 

of changes in the water quality 
and algal composition. They do 
caution that whilst they 
continue to monitor, it is 
important to note that such 
events may recur in the future 
as a result of changing climate 
and increasing pressure on the 
surrounding landscape.

“We thank the public for their 
patience, cooperation, and 
understanding throughout this 
period,” they say.

Botmaskop - a new lifestyle 
type development proposed 
f o r  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  
Stellenbosch surrounded by 
famous wine estates – has 
been ordered by the court to 
put a halt on proceedings.  

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  
advertised itself as: “Perfectly 
positioned on the north-facing 
slopes of the Botmaskop 
Mountain, this once-in-a-
lifetime spectacular nature 
reserve, presents unique 
breathtaking views of the 
s u r r o u n d i n g  n a t u r e  t o  
synchronise nature with 
l i f e s t y l e  w i t h o u t  e v e r  
sacrificing the natural habitat 
and fauna & flora, . . . aimed at 
minimising the environmental 
impact while developing the 
b iod ive r s i t y  w i th in  i t s  
extraordinary ecosystem.”

So why is the luxury residential 
estate on Botmaskop mountain 
not happening? A developer 
bought the 30.7-hectare farm in 
2003 for R3.135-million and 
got permission to build a small 
resort with ten rooms, fifteen 
chalets, a gym, a pool, and a 
conference facility. This resort 
was never built and in April 
2019, a new owner wanted to 
change the plan to build a 
residential estate with 67 units 
i n s t e a d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
government said this was a 
s ign i f i can t  change  and  
required a more detailed 
application with public input.

Notice was given to the 
Interested and Affected Parties 
( IAAPs) ,  inc lud ing  the  

Stellenbosch Interest Group 
(SIG), which objected in October 
2019. But in October 2020, the 
developer submitted a Part I 
Amendment to change the 2003 
environmental authorisation for 
a gated residential estate. This 
application did not need public 
participation. The Department of 
Environment  Affai rs  and 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n n i n g  
[ D E A D P ]  a p p r o v e d  t h e  
Environmental Assessment as a 
n o n - s u b s t a n t i v e  P a r t  I  
application on 18 February 2021. 
The new environmental approval 
changed the 2003 decision from 
a "small mountain resort" to the 
"Fijnbosch Residential Estate" 
with seventy-seven homes and 
related infrastructure covering 
36,282 square metres.

No IAAPs were notified, and 
SIG found out about this in May 
2024 and applied for an interdict 
at the court. The judge, in her 
ruling mentioned that SIG found 
out three years later that the 2021 
EA had been approved without 
public input, changing the 
project from the small mountain 
resort to a 77-home estate.

Judge Holderness heard the 
application and made a decision 
to stop any more work on the 
estate. She acknowledged that 
her choice would have big effects 
and could be expensive for the 
party that loses. She tried to 
consider the interests and harms 
of both sides. The judge pointed 
out that when a court looks at an 
interdict request, it does not 
decide who is right in the end, but 
there needs to be a good chance 
that the applicant's legal claim is 
valid and can be enforced.

“It is not a decision which I have 
taken lightly … Whilst being 
sympathetic to the difficult 

position in which Botmaskop 
finds itself, in my view the 
anticipated pecuniary loss to 
Botmaskop cannot justify the 
possible infringement of the 
SIG's (and the public's) 
constitutional rights.” SIG 
contended that irreparable 
damage will be done to the 
environment, and that there 
will be no access for the 
community to Botmaskop if the 
development succeeds.

“Where constitutional rights 
are in issue, the balance of 
convenience favours the 
protection of those rights.”

“I am of the view that in all the 
circumstances, the balance of 
convenience favours the 
granting of the interim relief 
sought, as if interim relief is not 
granted, the harm which will be 
suffered by SIG and the public 
more generally is likely to be 
significant and irreparable.”  
She said concerned citizens' 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  
environmental safeguards 
trump the developer's claim of 
catastrophic financial loss.

Judge Holderness ordered that, 
until Part B of SIG's application 
is decided, Botmaskop and the 
e igh th  to  th i r ty - second  
respondents cannot start any 
construction or work related to 
the residential estate. The judge 
mentioned that this temporary 
order does not take away 
Botmaskop's rights. If the full 
review does not succeed, 
Botmaskop can seek damages 
from SIG because of the order.

In the interim an iris, Moraea 
anastasia, once thought to be 
e x t i n c t ,  w a s  f o u n d  o n  
Botmaskop and is  now 
categorised as critically 
endangered. No development 
may happen where this  
category plant is found. A study 
in 2019 found no endangered 
species on Botmaskop, likely 
due to many exotic plants on 
site, also, the study was done in 
summer when most fynbos 
geophytes are not active. 
Studies bordering the site done 
by SIG also found other 
endangered species.

HOUSING CHALLENGES AND COMMUNITY
EMPOWERMENT UNDER FOCUS 

REOPENING OF ISLAND LAKE - WLDERNESS 
SECTION OF GARDEN ROUTE NATIONAL PARK

The Botmaskop Case - a warning 
sign for developers?

As part of its job creation project, 
Masithandane is running a June Special 
on Mosaic numbers for your house or 
wall.

From a simple design for R180 per number 
to more personalised designs in any size – 
for which a quote can be provided.  

Please WhatsApp Hyla 0828204760 or 
Jacky 0824142133, or  email 
masithandane.office@gmail.com 

WILL THEY FIND YOUR HOME IN AN EMERGENCY?

079 910 5398 

• Garden Services
• Organic Gardening

Consultations
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HANDS ON 

Dishwashers
Microwaves • Refrigeration • TV & Audio 

 •  Washing Machines • Stoves  

Quality Workmanship     Excellent Service

Call Reg 083 297 1929

Security Lighting   

Service    Repairs    Installations

   

HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 
& ELECTRICAL

Specsavers Audio

PUBLICLY SPEAKING

I'm Dr. Burnie Biddulph, 
born and raised in Pretoria. 
My journey in medicine 
began at the University of 
Pretoria, where I graduated 
in 1996. After spending three 
years serving in public 
healthcare, I transitioned into 
private practice, where I've 
dedicated the past 25 years to 
providing private healthcare 
in Witbank, Mpumalanga.

My passion lies in obstetrics, 
with a special focus on 
maternity ultrasounds, as well 
as chronic disease management 

and orthopaedics.

At the end of December 2024, my 
wife, Mariaan, and I embraced a 
new chap te r,  s e t t l i ng  in  
Sedgefield, on the beautiful 
Garden Route. Together, we 
share our lives with our three 
adult children, six dogs, three 
cats, and a parakeet—making for 
a lively and loving home.

Our Walk-in practice opened in 
mid-February 2025, and we have 
been absolutely overwhelmed by 
the support and kindness of the 
community. From friendly faces 

in Sedgefield to Wilderness, 
Knysna,  Karatara,  and 
Rheenendal, we have felt 
incredibly welcomed. We are 
deeply grateful for the 
unbelievable support we've 
received so far and look 
forward to serving this 
wonderful region with care 
and dedication.

We proudly serve both 
private patients and most 
medica l  a id  members ,  
offering a truly convenient 
one-stop service with our 
onsite dispensary. Our private 
consultation fee includes 
most acute medications, 
making it easy and hassle-
free. No appointments are 
necessary—we operate with 
an open-door, walk-in policy 
to provide accessible and 
efficient healthcare.

Some of our services include 
amongst others:
• Family planning
• HIV testing
• B l o o d  p r e s s u r e  

m o n i t o r i n g  
( i n c l u d i n g  c h r o n i c  
medication dispensing)

• Blood sugar testing and 
management

• A n t e - n a t a l  c a r e  /  
pregnancy bookings

• Sonar
• Professional Driving 

Permit (PDP) medical 
assessments

• Wound care
• S t i t ches  and  s t i t ch  

removal
• STI treatment
• Pap smear
• Injections (Voltaren, 

family planning, Bco)
• Onsite drug testing

I am excited for this next 
adventure and looking 
f o r w a r d  t o  m a k i n g  a  
difference in our new 
community!

1/8 

From 4 to 13 July 2025, South 
Africa's favourite winter 
festival is back and better than 
ever! The 42nd annual Knysna 
Oyster Festival is ready to roll 
out the shuckers, lace up the 
running shoes, and pump up 
those bike tyres—because this 
year, “It's time to come out of 
your shell!”

The new theme celebrates the 
iconic oyster that gave the 
festival its name—and the much-
anticipated return of the Oyster 
Cooking Competition, where 
local chefs will battle it out to 
turn the humble mollusc into 
mouth-watering magic. Whether 
you like them grilled, baked, 
spiced or au naturel, this is the 
year to get your oyster fix.

But the festival isn't just about 
seafood. It's 10 jam-packed days 
of sport, lifestyle, food, drink, 
and good times for the whole 
family. From markets and music 

to kids' activities, art exhibitions 
and wine tastings, there's 
something in the programme for 
everyone. So, pack your bags and 
head to Knysna this July!

As always, the festival kicks off 
with a bang—the Knysna Forest 
Marathon sets the pace on the 
first weekend (4 July). If you're 
hoping to run the half marathon, 
you'll have to cheer from the 
sidelines—those tickets are sold 
out! But don't despair—there are 
still a few spots left in the full 
marathon, so grab yours now!

The festival wraps up with 
wheels spinning and hearts 
racing at the Knysna Cycle Tour 
(12–13 July), the ultimate 
celebration of endurance, 
scenery and local spirit.

Knysna Executive Mayor, 
Councillor Thando Matika, can't 
wait to welcome visitors:
“The Knysna Oyster Festival is 
one of our proudest annual 

traditions, and this year, we're 
pulling out all the stops. We're 
looking forward to record 
numbers of visitors coming to 
experience not only the fantastic 
festival programme, but also the 
charm of our restaurants, our 
shops, all our exhilarating 
activities and our warm Knysna 
hospitality. Whether you're here 
for the oysters, the races, or just 
a great family holiday, we can't 
wait to see you and we extend a 
warm invitation to you to join us 
to have some fun!”

Get ready for the best 10 days of 
your winter with lots of 
adventure, entertainment, and 
unforgettable memories. This 
July,  come out  of  your  
shell—and experience the 
magic of Knysna.

For more information about the 
festival and the full programme, 
head to www.knysnaoyster 
festival.co.za. 

KNYSNA OYSTER FESTIVAL 2025 
It’s time to come out of your shell! 

Advertorial

The Ratepayers Alliance has 
announced that it is formally 
r e j e c t i n g  t h e  2 0 2 5 / 2 6  
Integrated Development Plans 
(IDPs) and associated Budgets 
put forward by the Garden 
Route District Municipality 
and the individual local 
municipalities within the 
Alliance’s sphere of influence.

This according to a statement 
issued by Chairperson Jacques 
Wessels, on behalf of its 28 
member associations across the 
region. 
“Here's why,” his statement 
suggests to members “You're 
being ignored”.

Sedgefield's own Ratepayers 
Association stands in agreement. 
Chair Kevin Barnes says that the 
SRA has consistently raised 
Sedgefield's needs with the 
K n y s n a  M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  
highlighting concerns such as 
inadequate refuse management, 
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  w a t e r  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  r o a d  
maintenance, but with poor 
results.

“One thing is clear: there's a 
disconnect between the ward 
priorities and budget allocation. 
D e s p i t e  i d e n t i f y i n g  a n d  
incorporating the top five ward 
priorities into the IDP, we don't 
see corresponding priority in the 

budget. Furthermore, there is a 
lack of transparency regarding 
how Sedgefield's Ratepayers' 
contributions are being utilised, 
as we have been unable to obtain 
c lear  informat ion on the  
allocation of our contributions to 
the Knysna Municipality's 
budget. The SRA remains 
committed to advocating for 
proper service delivery and 
transparency in municipal 
governance.”

Clearly the Ratepayers Alliance 
s e e s  t h i s  a s  a  p r o b l e m  
experienced across the board.
“Public participation has become 
a meaningless formality,” 
Wesse l s '  s t a t emen t  s ays ,  
“Municipalities are holding 
public participation sessions, but 
not allowing any meaningful 
engagements nor listening. Your 
concerns, ideas, and needs are 
consistently brushed aside while 
bloated, inefficient budgets 
continue to grow.” 

He claims the Alliance members 
have tried everything to have 
their concerns taken seriously, 
but to no avail.

“Our member associations have 
attended public meetings,  
submitted written input, and even 
formally appealed to the 
Provincial Minister of Local 
Government. None of it has led to  

meaningful engagements or any 
changes. The latest budget 
approvals once again ignored 
well-researched and reasonable 
input from residents.” This, he 
complains, is not how a 
democracy should work. 

“ M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e  a  
constitutional duty to engage 
honestly with communities. 
Instead, public servants and 
politicians seem increasingly 
out of touch with the very people 
they're meant to serve.”

Wessels says the Ratepayers 
All iance stands for  real  
consul ta t ion,  t ransparent  
planning, and sustainable, zero-
based budgeting that prioritises 
the needs and affordability of 
residents—not bureaucratic 
excess. 

“By rejecting these flawed IDPs 
and budgets, we are sending the 
clear message that enough is 
enough,” he states, “We will 
c o n t i n u e  t o  p u s h  f o r  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  r e a l  
community involvement in 
decision-making.”

He calls on all  member 
associations to stand together to 
d e m a n d  t h e  r e s p e c t ,  
transparency, and service 
delivery that  ratepayers 
deserve.

fairy knowe

Vuyisile Pauli and 
Siya Mbenzi, two 
members  o f  the  
Smutsville Informal 
Settlement Forum 
s a y  t h a t  t h e i r  
community is so sick 
and tired of the crime 
t h a t  a f f e c t s  
everyone’s  da i ly  
lives. 

They are starting a 
crime alert system, 
which they hope local 
residents will adopt. 
The idea is that if one  
should feel threatened 
at home at any time, the occupants should blow a whistle to alert those living around them to come to 
their aid. They popped in to The Edge to pick up a bunch of whistles which they intend to distribute to 
members of the community.  

G R RATEPAYERS CHALLENGE 
LOCAL DECISION-MAKING

BLOW THE WHISTLE ON CRIME!



Every 2nd Monday  
2pm Sedgefield Art 

Wednesdays

5:15pm Sedgefield Striders 
Walking / Running time trials on 
road adjacent to Bowls Club. 
Beginners welcome.

Thursdays
7:00am Eden Cycling Club Group 
Social outride departs Cycle  
Worx. All welcome.
8 for 9am Sedge Gentlemen’s 
Golf @ The Links 
12:30pm Social Bridge School at 
St Anthony’s Catholic Church hall 
All levels welcome. Lessons 
12:30, Play from 13:45. Enquiries: 
Gail 0834577647.

Fridays
8am Ladies Golf @ Links Course

Saturdays
7am  Eden Cycling Club Group 
Social outride departs Cycle 
Worx. All welcome.
8am-12  Wild Oats Community 
Farmers’ Market 
8 for 9am Saturday  Competition  
Golf @  Links Course
8am-2pm  Mosaic Market
8am-2pm Scarab Craft Market 

Sundays
7am  Eden Cycling Club Group 
Social outride departs Cycle 
Worx. All welcome.

Society meets 
at Lions Club. New members 
welcome. Patsy  073 256 6021

13:15pm Bowls. Tabs in 

13:15pm Bowls. Tabs in.

Every Monday
1:30pm Duplicate Bridge at 
Catholic Church hall.  Enquiries 
(Whatsapp) to Toni  0722465024.
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

______________________

8 for 9am Golf Day @ The Links. 
All members welcome.
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PLEASE NOTE: If you would like to write a letter to the editor, it must be submitted with the 
author’s full name, address and phone number.  If a writer does not wish his or her name to 
appear in print, a ‘pen name’ (nom de plume) may be included.  

  The editor has full discretion as to which letters are 
included or excluded and no argument, badgering, cajoling, bribery or heated conversation 
will be entered into.  Opinions expressed in published letters and articles are not necessarily 
those of the management and staff of The EDGE Community Newspaper.

Email letters to: editor@edgenews.co.za

Sunday 1  June
8am-12 Gardeners and Crafters 
Market  at Steam Whistle Stop. 
072 487 0395

Sunday 8 June 
8am-12 Car Boot Sale  at Steam 
Whistle Stop. 072 487 0395

Sunday 8 June 
8am-12 Car Boot Sale  at Steam 
Whistle Stop. 072 487 0395

Sunday 15 December
8am-12 Car Boot Sale  at Steam 
Whistle Stop. 072 487 0395

Sunday 22 December
8am-12 Gardeners and Crafters 
Market  at Steam Whistle Stop. 
072 487 0395

Let's Keep plastic out of the 
oceans and put it to good use!

A standard wheelchair is funded 
through 1750 kg of bottle tops or 
350 kg of bread tags.

As a rule of thumb, we always 
tell Sweethearts that "if you can 
drink the product, you can keep 
the lid.”
www.sweetheartsfoundation.org

Help collect and recycle 
plastic bottle tops & bread 
tags and give the gift of 
movement. In exchange, 
wheelchairs will be provided 
to disadvantaged members of 
the community.

Current drop off points are at: 
SAM Charity shop, Ana's 
Organic Shop, Intercyte at 
M o s a i c  Vi l l a g e .  M o r e  
collection points will be 
available soon.

TOPS & TA
DRIVE

GS 

The Yellow Dog Project is a 
global, non-profit initiative 
that aims to raise awareness 
regarding dogs that need some 
space or have other specific 
needs. Sedgefield Animal 
Matters and Dogs Day Out 
Knysna have partnered up to 
raise awareness of The Yellow 
Dog Project and introduce it to 
the  Grea ter  Sedge f i e ld  
Community.

The Yellow Dog Project uses a 
yellow ribbon, which is tied to a 
dog's leash, collar or harness as a 
visual cue to indicate that a dog 
needs some space, is reactive on 
a leash or has other specific 
needs.

This is important as it prevents 
conflicts by alerting others, from 
a distance, to a dog's needs, and 
so can prevent unnecessary 
conflicts between dogs and 
people. 

It promotes understanding by 
raising awareness and reduces 
stress and anxiety for both dogs 
and owners, so allowing them  to 
participate in public activities 
while maintaining their safety 
and comfort.

Sedgefield residents can get 
involved and support The 
Yellow Dog Project by:
Sharing information about the 
project with friends, family, and 
social networks. If you have a 
dog that needs some space from 
other dogs and, or people, 
display a yellow ribbon to alert 
others. When you see a dog 
wearing a yellow ribbon, respect 
its space and give the dog a wide 
berth.

Keep a look out for The Yellow 
Dog Project display units (kindly 
sponsored by DCD Laserworx 
Knysna), soon to be found 
t h roughou t  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  

businesses in and around 
Sedgefield. Cut your FREE 
piece of ribbon and start 
spreading  the  word  and  
awareness about The Yellow 
Dog Project.
For further information about 
The Yellow Dog Project or if you 
are a business that would like to 
participate in The Yellow Dog 
Project by displaying a yellow 
ribbon unit please contact: 
Sedgefield Animal Matters on 
082 452 1737 or Dogs Day Out 
Knysna on 082 737 5995

Should your association, Charity or 
group have any forthcoming events 

please send us details so that we 
may publish them in our next issue!
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By Alvin Witten 

EDGE  2025 BLANKET DRIVE SLOW TOWN MOBILE MEALS

SPIRIT 
CLUB

MASITHANDANE
NEW VEHICLE 
FUNDRAISER

 R320 000

TARGET

R5 520

20 000

 R320 000 
TARGET

R4 500

20 000

ADDING YEARS TO YOUR LIFE

COMMUNITY OPERATION OUTREACHA new initiative the society is 
proud to launch is a series of 
“Pop-Up” exhibitions to be held 
at Heritage Nursery, located just 
off the N2 at Heritage Bakery. 
These exhibitions will take place 
on the last Saturday of each 
month,  the first event was held 
for Saturday, 31  May, from 9am 
to 3pm. Visitors can look forward 
to viewing and purchasing a 
variety of original artworks in a 
relaxed garden setting.

In addition, the society's next 
major group exhibition at Remax 
Sedgef ie ld  wi l l  open on 
Wednesday, 5th June at 6:00pm. 
The theme for this exhibition is 
“Nature”, promising a rich 
display of interpretations by local 
artists. The public is warmly 
invited to attend the opening and 
enjoy an evening of art and 
community.

Looking ahead to the next 
monthly meeting, members and 

guests can look forward to a 
special art workshop presented 
by local artist Jen Erasmus, who 
will introduce attendees to Zen 
Ta n g l e  a n d  w a t e r c o l o u r  
techniques. Zen Tangle is a 
meditative art form that uses 
structured patterns to create 
intricate and expressive designs. 
When paired with the delicate 
flow of watercolour, it becomes a 
deeply calming and creative 
experience accessible to all skill 
levels.

The meeting will take place on 
Monday, 9th June 2025 at 2pm 
a t  t h e  L i o n s ’ C l u b  i n  
Sedgefield. All art enthusiasts 
are invited to attend.

The Sedgefield Art Society 
continues to provide a platform 
for local artists to connect, learn, 
and exhibit their work, and looks 
forward to welcoming the public 
to its upcoming events.

 July 2025
The Sedgefield Art Society is 
pleased to report a successful 
Annual General Meeting, which 
saw strong attendance from 
members and supporters. The 
existing committee was re-
elected and will continue to 
guide the society through 
another creative and engaging 
year.

Since 11 Feb 2025

Overdale Complex, Uil Street Sedgefield
If anyone has seen them 

please WhatsApp me on 071 387 5372

Since 16 May 2025

Theatre lovers across the 
Garden Route can look 
forward to a mini-festival of 
four one-person shows written 
by master story teller Mike van 
G r a a n ,  a n  a c c l a i m e d  
playwright and producer, in 
Sedgefield from 20-22 June. 

'To Life, With Love' featuring 
Rad io  Cape  Ta lk ' s  John  
Maytham, is a drama about a man 
in his mid-sixties who has been 
diagnosed with a dread disease 
and the choices that he makes 
about how he will live. 
The comedy-drama, 'I Can Buy 
Myself Flowers', performed by 
Erika Breytenbach, features an 
estate agent in her fifties, who 
entertains as she reflects on the 
ups and downs of relationships, 
children, professional life and 
her women friendships. 

'So Over the Rainbow' perfomed 
by Rondo Mpiti-Spies is a multi-
sketch satirical piece which 
provides sharp commentary on 
contemporary global and local 

themes  wi th  much  
humour and insight. 
A unique addition to the 
line-up is Mike van 
Graan himself who will 
be reading a selection of 
his own poetry, and have 
open discussion with the 
audience. 

In July 2024, In Toto 
R e t r e a t  t o o k  t h e  
opportunity of staging 
My Fellow South Africans, 
written and directed by Mike 
van Graan and acted by the 
talented Kim Adonis, as they 
were travelling back from the 
National Arts Festival in 
Makhanda (Grahamstown). 
Two sold-out performances in 
the pop-up theatre venue and 
one complimentary show in the 
Smutsville Community Hall 
showed that Sedgefield had 
strong demand for this kind of 
entertainment. 

In Toto Retreat owner, Roland 
Vorwerk commented ' the 
positive feedback after last 
year's performances led to 
conversations with Mike about 
bringing more shows to 
Sedgefield. This mini-festival 
includes two new shows that 
will be performed at this year's 
National Arts Festival in July as 
well as John Maytham's piece 
which premièred at ArtScape in 
Cape Town earlier this year.' 
For Mike van Graan, the dream 
of creating a theatre circuit in 
the Garden Route that links 
venues, theatre producers and 
local promoters is being 
realised. Collaborations with 
Sasha Events in Knysna and the 
Community Market Theatre in 
G e o r g e  w i l l  a l s o  s e e  
p e r f o r m a n c e s  i n  t h e s e  
neighbouring towns. Mike 
further elaborates: 'I recently 
decided to try to make my 
livelihood from theatre in 
particular, which requires me to 
have work that speaks to 
particular audiences (women 
are a key theatre market), is 
portable (can be played outside 

of traditional theatres to ensure a 
longer period of income) and is 
inexpensive to tour (ie, one-
person plays). This mini-festival 
brings all these elements 
together’

According to erstwhile theatre 
owner Melanie Baumeister, 'We 
are so lucky to have this high 
calibre of live entertainment 
made available to us by intrepid 
travelling artists and generous 
Sedgefield entrepreneurs! 
T h e a t r e  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  
community experience - it gives 
us a shared story to build 
relationships on and have 
important discussions around 
issues and situations that affect 
us all. This range of genres is a 
g r e a t  l i n e  u p  a n d  t h e  
collaboration is reaching further 
than any other entertainment has 
done in Sedgefield for a very 
long time! Snap up your tickets, 
encourage friends, family and 
foes to come along for a fantastic 
foray into the timeless world of 
storytelling.' 

The mini-festival consists of 
seven shows performed over 
three days and across three 
venues in Sedgefield: In Toto 
R e t r e a t ,  t h e  S e d g e f i e l d  
Community Hall and Smutsville 
Community Hall. Tickets are 
available on the In Toto Events 
page on Quicket. For out-of-
town patrons, a mini-festival 
accommodation special is 
available for guests staying at In 
Toto Retreat. 
For more information, call 
Roland on 082 466 1251 or 
email info@intotoretreat.co.za.

Boris Fawcett recently 
took his copy of 
Sedgefield’s community 
newspaper for a taster 
at the Tullamore 
Whiskey Distillery in 
Ireland.

If you have a picture of  your
 copy of The Edge newspaper 
visiting faraway places send
 them to editor@edgenews.co.za

WHERE IN 
THE WORLD IS 
YOUR EDGE ?

If you would
 like to donate
towards this

 worthy cause, 
the bank details
 are as follows:
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These programmes have 
successfully retained many 
interns as permanent staff over 
time. Other local governments 
have implemented mentorship 
initiatives pairing experienced 
officials nearing retirement 
w i t h  r e c r u i t s ,  e n s u r i n g  
knowledge  t r ans fe r  and  
continuity.

Professional bodies can play a 
bigger role in the recruitment 
p r o c e s s  b y  h e l p i n g  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  v e r i f y  
qualifications and experience. A 
further suggestion could be the 

establishment of regional talent 
p o o l s  w h e r e  s m a l l e r  
municipalities share specialists, 
performance-based retention 
strategies, and depoliticised 
appointment processes for 
technical positions. The courage 
to appoint on merit rather than on 
connection is essential. When 
municipalities compromise on 
competence, they are ultimately 

the challenge of joining all the 
squares donated to Sedgefield 
Lions "Dare to be Square" 
project.  

Of course this success would 
be impossible without the very 
generous locals who keep 
busy with their great knitting 
and crocheting talents. This 
project started four years ago 
and has grown yearly, so the 
help given by the Happy 
Hands ladies is invaluable. 

These colourful blankets 
brighten any room on a  
chilled winters day, and add a 
happy splash of joie de vivre to 
all who receive them! 

The ladies also donated some 
beautiful beanies which will  
find some "loving heads" to 
cuddle this winter.   

Haniki and your team - thank 
you for your continued 
support and assistance in 
making this happen!  

u n q u a l i f i e d  o r  i n e p t  
individuals, some have the 
minimum qualification but 
lack other skills to successfully 
execute their tasks or duties. 
The budget of municipalities 
g e t s  b l o a t e d  b e c a u s e  
consultants get paid to do the 
work officials should do. 

However, some municipalities 
a r e  f i n d i n g  i n n o v a t i v e  
solutions as several have 
p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  l o c a l  
universities to create internship 
programmes specif ical ly 
tailored to municipal needs. 

by Debbie Olivier

Last week the Lions’ team, 
along with the very capable 
assistance of Melissa and 
Rashida from the Slow Town 
Meals kitchen, made and 
delivered 64 litres of soup for 
our first soup drive. 
The soup was delivered and 
distributed via Ms Martie Rooi 

and Pastor Gallant, and was 
received with appreciation. 

Anyone wanting to donate any 
ingredients for our next soup 
day, kindly drop off at Wool n 
Things, or donate via our 
snapscan signs at various 
outlets in the village and use 
the reference "soup".  Thank 
you! 

The ladies from the Thursday 
morning Happy Hands group 
did themselves proud again 
this year.  These ladies take on 

by Levael Davis

The Quest for Competence in 
Public Administration.
A typical municipality receives 
many applications for critical 
positions, but unfortunately, 
only a handful meet the 
minimum requirements, and 
even fewer have the experience 
needed for  the f inancial  
challenges faced. 

This scenario repeats itself 
a c r o s s  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  
nationwide, where critical 
vacancies undermine service 
delivery and governance. The 
Department of Cooperative 
Governance reported that over 
35% of crucial technical 
positions remain vacant in 
smaller municipalities, with 
eng inee r ing  depa r tmen t s  
particularly negatively affected. 
Several responses were noted 
when Statistics South Africa 
inquired about the reasons for 
staff vacancies in municipalities. 
Some municipalities expressed 
uncertainty regarding the 
specifics of their personnel 
structure. Additionally, some 
had imposed moratoriums on 
filling vacant positions, while 
many others were still relying on 
outdated organograms that were 
scheduled to be updated 
following the local government 
elections. 

The consequences of these 
vacancies are far-reaching and 
are becoming more prevalent. 

Without competent engineers, 
infrastructure deteriorates, 
affecting everything from water 
delivery to road maintenance. 
When procurement officials lack 
expertise, tender processes 
b e c o m e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  
irregularities, and finance 
departments without qualified 
leadership struggle with budget 
management, often leading to 
incorrect billing, poor financial 
controls, erroneous revenue 
projec t ions ,  and poss ib le  
qualified audits. A domino effect 
occurs throughout municipal 
o p e r a t i o n s  w h e n  H u m a n  
Resources departments lack 
capacity and can't effectively 
recruit for other departments. 
W h e n  l e g a l  t e a m s  a r e  
understaffed, contracts go 
unvetted, potentially resulting in 
delays and extra costs. Also, when 
performance systems fail ,  
accountabi l i ty  disappears ,  
making consequence manage-
ment difficult. 

The reasons for these staffing 
problems are complex, ranging 
from competitive salaries in the 
private sector that draw talent 
away from public service to 
geographical location to political 
interference in appointments, 
which disrupts merit-based 
selection. Additionally, the skills 
pipeline from universities often 
doesn't match local government 
needs. 

What also happens is that  
pos i t ions  a re  f i l led  wi th  

compromising on basic services. 

There is a quest for public 
ins t i tu t ions  to  p r io r i t i se  
competence over convenience, 
as this will determine whether 
municipalities can deliver on 
their constitutional mandate or 
continue their  s l ide into 
dysfunction, one vacant position 
at a time.
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NB.  Classified adverts for the next  
issue need to be in by Monday 16th 
June 2025. Emailed classies will not 

be placed without  payment

LOCAL PLUMBING & MAINTENANCE

072 033 5902

Bachelor flat W&L  incl, within 
reason Single person, non-
smoking, sober habits.  Avail 
immediately. R4300pm. Call 084 
964 9960

Paint ing,  Waterproof ing & 
Renovations done. Please call  
Albert on 068 984 6033 or 071 414 
9982. References available.

HANDS ON 

Dishwashers
Microwaves • Refrigeration • TV & Audio 

 •  Washing Machines • Stoves  

Quality Workmanship     Excellent Service

Call Reg 083 297 1929

Security Lighting   

Service    Repairs    Installations

   

HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 
& ELECTRICAL

BATHROOM GURU - All Bathroom Alterations. 
Plumbing, tiling and all fittings, Walk in Showers, 
Specialised bathrooms for the aged and disabled. 
Call Anthony 074 708 4738

WANTED
Spider dinghy 
or equivalent. 

Call Pieter 0827750280

__________________________
14.  Employment Offered

Security Officer  -  Cottage 
accommodation available for after 
dark security presence. On farm near 
Sedgefield .  Fit quiet male 25 to 45 
years with a farming background. 
References required. For more 
information WhatsApp your name to 
082 500 2262

FABRIC 

RUST 

REMOVER
Various sizes available.

Collect from The EDGE

Enq: Verity 076 619 3659

Timber Alterations, decks, pergolas, walkways and 
fences. Call Terry 069 404 2037

URGENT! Dudley Stacey, a semi-retired Sedgefield 
gentleman of sober habits (and very quiet!) is looking for 
somewhere to park his caravan, in which he lives.  
Dudley assists  us with The EDGE in distribution. The 
right place for him would need to have an outside toilet. 
Dudley could certainly be a 'security' asset for a holiday 
home. Please keep an eye open for somewhere suitable. 
His number is 066 576 6612. 

LEGAL NOTICES

GARDEN SUPPLIES Horse manure, Compost, 
Woodchips, Young trees. Call Anita 0810504656

OUTENIQUA ORCHID NURSERY is open Wednesdays 
from 10-1pm.    Blooming orchids and potting medium for 
sale. We repot your plants.   Now at 34 Napier Street, 
Blanco, George.  044-870 8150

______________________
14.  Employment  Offered

Conservation Official Practical Conservation Experience. 
Mature Fit Male 25 to 50 years. Farm or horticultural background. 
Reside on the Conservancy. For details Whatsapp 082 500 2262.

OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLE SKILLS 
- Gain control of your bike off-road. 
- Beginner to intermediate skills development 
for enduro and hard enduro style riding.
-  Bike rental for lesson.

Call  079 517 3275

M J P  HOME MAINTENANCE - Roof 
cleaning, painting, deck maintenance, 
gutter cleaning, wall extensions, window 
sanding & repairs and fencing. Call 
Martin 071 558 8581

BUILDERS... Contact CXTippers & Diggers for all your planthire 
& aggregate requirements. Quality products & service at your 
doorstep. Tel 044 382 1645

 for a 
free quotation. CXTIPPERS & DIGGERS   Tel 044 382 1645  

BUILDERS... We source the best local products at the cheapest 
possible price. CX Tippers & Diggers - your one stop aggregate 
supplier. Tel 044 382 1645

Site Clearing, Excavation & Road Building. Contact us today

CXTIPPERS & DIGGERS - Quality products & service at your 
doorstep. Tel 044 382 1645  

Demolition Excavation & Planthire. Contact CX Tippers & 
Diggers for all your plant hire requirements. Tel. 044 382 1645

BUILDERS... We source the best local products at the cheapest 

Needing Topsoil or Bark for your garden? We deliver. CX Tippers 
& Diggers. Tel 044 382 1645     

CX ADVERTS 

Alarm and Gate Batteries. Tel 3431960

All DIY Hardware and Tools available @ 
Sedgefield Hardware. Tel 044 343 1960

Electrical Hardware @ Sedgefield H/Ware

Even Issues

Tools, tiling, paint, varnish, electrical, 
plumbing, hardware Sedge Hardware 343 
1960

Plumbing Hardware @ Sedge Hardware

Uneven Issues

1. Garden refuse removal, for as little as R80 
per month, 082 808 5984, www.dialadrumknysna.co.za
 
2. Affordable garden refuse removal … Dial-a-
Drum … 082 808 5984 … operating in Sedge, Knysna & 
Plett
 
3. Garden refuse removal … your affordable 
solution in Sedge, Knysna & Plett … Dial-a-Drum 082 
808 5984

Dial a Drum

Last issue

TREE FELLING, Hedge trimming, 
Pruning, grass cutting. Rubble & Garden 
refuse removals and any other garden 
work. Call  Godfrey 078 337 7866

Sedgefield Mosaic Tours Masithandane hosts 
mosaic art tours on Tuesdays and Thursdays. You 
can hear the stories that inspired the pieces that 
make up a magical outdoor gallery alongside a 
water wonderland. Come meet the talented mosaic 
team, learn about the town's history, people and 
'slow town' character. Please call or WhatsApp 
Jacky 0824142133 to book your place

John Anthony Mather
17th April 1950 - 22nd May 2022 

John passed  away 
peacefully at home 
surrounded by his  
family after a short 
battle with cancer. 

J o h n  w i l l  b e  
remembered for his 
generous heart, 
kindness and wonderful 
sense of humour. 

He will be sorely missed 
by his  family  and 
friends.

loving 

A memorial service in celebration of John’s life 
will take place at 2:30pm on Friday, 27th May 2022 at 

the WOW Church under the Red Roof at Scarab Market.

___________________________

Fast, affordable and reliable computer 
support and services. Call Derick at 
40TWOBIT on 082 041 8660 / 
theconsultant@outlook.com  

PASTEL SALES, setup and training. 
Call C A  Mather Accounting. 044 343 
2202 or 083 779 7934

10. Computers

____________________________
33. Sports and Leisure

SURF LESSONS on weekends. 
Beginners to advanced.  Call Slade 060 
907 3845

M J P  HOME MAINTENANCE - 
Roof cleaning, painting, deck 
maintenance, gutter cleaning, wall 
extensions, window sanding & 
repairs and fencing. Call Martin 071 
558 8581

BATHROOM GURU - All Bathroom Alterations. 
Plumbing, tiling and all fittings, Walk in Showers, 
Specialised bathrooms for the aged and disabled. Call 
Anthony 074 708 4738

FREEBIES 

Reliable, mature, Pet / Housesitter 
available  @ reasonable rates. Good 
references.  Di - 082 494 2460

Possible renewals

HEATHERHILL HERBS for local, 
naturally grown veg seedlings and 
herbs. Open Mon-Fri, 8:30-4:30pm 
Rheenendal Rd. Whatsapp 072548 
3667

PLEASE LOOK OUT

FOR 

TORTOISES
CROSSING OUR ROADS

First Issue

Second Issue

First Issue

SENIOR CARE SERVICES BY SABI Pick-ups & 
drop offs, Grocery Shopping, Medical visits, 
Personal Care, Help with everyday activities. 
Based in Sedgefield. No family to count on? You 
can count on ME!  Call 079 550 9706

PA R A M A H A N S A  Y O G A N A N D A  
(Autobiography of a Yogi) meditation group: 
Thursdays 12-1.15pm and 1st Saturday of 
every month 12-1.15pm. Whats App  
0722003643
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Before discussing the administrative steps which an executor, partner, family member, close relative or friend of a deceased person will need to take after he or she has died, we have first included two important steps that one can take in advance in order to assist loved ones with the administrative requirements as mentioned below. 

1. Draw up a will. 

A last will and testament will provide your loved ones and your nominated executor with a clear directive on what your wishes are for the distribution of your estate upon your death.  A properly drawn up will may even have the positive effect of reducing estate duties and/or your executor’s fees.  

Note: Many people are inclined to nominate a family member or loved one as the executor of their estate. Whilst it is understood that this may have a great deal to do with trust and fees but experience has shown that if the nominated themselves are grieving, theycan easily be overwhelmed by the additional burden of handling a very complex process without the necessary experience or expertise. 

2.Gather and store important information. It is important to gather and store death preparation documents in a properly labelled file or folder – for example Will; Executors name and contact details; Identity Document;Marriage Certificates, Insurance, Mortgage Bonds etc

 A list of your social media accounts and passwords (if necessary) – this includes’ email accounts.

Be sure to inform your nominated executor and trusted family members of the location of this file or folder.  It is also advisable to distribute copies to more than one party, just in case. 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO DO AFTER A LOVED ONE DIES.

In most situations, the funeral home will assist you with steps 1 and 2 below so always discuss the below steps with them and ask if they are able to assist you before trying to do it yourself.

1. Obtain the Death Notice

The Death Notice is an official document issued by either a doctor or pathologist after they have examined the body of the deceased and declared the cause of death. 

• If a person has died at home you will need to contact either  paramedics or your doctor to attend the scene and officially declare the person deceased. they will also assist in arrangements for removal of the body to a morgue or funeral home. 

• If a person has died in a hospital, the doctor/ pathologist will declare the cause of death and the hospital staff will assist you with the necessary arrangements with the funeral home.

Once the body of the deceased has been moved to a suitable morgue or funeral home, it will need to be officially identified by someone - usually a close family member or friend - before the Death Notice will be issued.  At this point it will be pertinent to begin funeral arrangements.

2. Obtain the Death Certificate

The Birth and Deaths Registries Act 51 of 1992 requires every death to be reported to the Department of Home Affairs. This can be done at the closest  Home Affairs office. Be sure to take the Death Notice and the identity documents of the deceased. The Department of Home Affairs will then issue the Death Certificate. It will be well worth your while to make several certified copies of this document.

3.  Obtain the Letters of Executorship 

You will need to establish who the executor is, advise them of the death and provide them with the necessary documents to assist with the administration of the estate.

Reporting of the Estate of a Deceased Person to the Master

Once a person dies and leaves property and/or a document that is a will or was intended by the deceased to be a will, then a ‘deceased estate’ comes into existence. This must then be administered and distributed according to the procedure as prescribed by the Administration of Estates Act 66 of 1965. 

If the value of an Estate is less than R250 000.00 and there is no will, then Section 18(3) of the above mentioned act is applicable and the estate may be reported to the local magistrate’s office closest to where the deceased was living at the time of his or her death. 

In all other circumstances, the estate must be reported by an interested party at the Provincial Master’s Office in the jurisdiction of the address of the deceased person within at least 14 days of the death.  

There are numerous documents and forms that need to be submitted to the Master’s Office, a list of which may be obtained relatively easily from the Master’s Office website. The documents and forms must be handed in at the Masters Office and it is recommended that you employ the services of a Masters Office runner to assist with the tracking and follow-up of matters. 

If all the required documents have been completed correctly and lodged with the Master, the Master will then open a file in the name of the deceased. The documents will be perused by an examiner to ensure correctness and the Will of the deceased will be considered by the Assistant Master who will either accept or reject it. Thereafter, the Executor will be appointed, and the Letters of Executorship issued. 

If the executor is a lay person, they should be assisted by an attorney, trust company or accounting firm who is versed in the legal requirements of winding up estates and the Master’s Office procedures. The executor then has six months from the date of appointment in which to lodge the Liquidation and Distribution Account with the Master.. 

The liquidation and distribution account consists of: A section showing all the assets of the deceased; a section showing all the liabilities of the deceased;  the cash reconciliation of the estate, the distribution of the assets;  the income and expenditure after death; a section showing any fiduciary assets, a section in which estate duty payable is calculated.

Once the Liquidation and Distribution Account has been accepted by the Master, the executor will then have to advertise the account in the Government Gazette as well as a local newspaper, informing any interested party that the account is lying open for inspection for a period of 21 days at the relevant Master’s Office.  The executor then has two months in which to distribute the account and lodge proof with the Master that the distribution has been completed. 

NB:  The Deceased Estates Online Registration System is said to have a faster turnaround time and more convenient access to improve the service delivery. The system is part of the Department’s efforts to modernise their processes and migrate its services to digital platforms.

• If a person has died at home under suspicious circumstances, you must call the police who will investigate the scene and remove the body.

physically 

Knysna Municipal Manager 
L u l a m i l e  M a p h o l o b a  
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  
municipality is taking the 
necessary steps to ensure that 
the  Knysna wastewater 
treatment works (KWWTW) 
complies with a notice served 
by the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and Environment 
(DFFE) in early April.

“All of the minor mechanical 
failures at the KWWTW were 
attended to in March of this year, 
and we are working with the 
relevant authorities to achieve 
compliance at this critical 
facility,” he said.

A workshop to address more 
serious issues was held at 
municipal offices on 25 April 
2025. The municipality, DFFE, 
Breede-Olifants Catchment 
M a n a g e m e n t  A g e n c y  
(BOCMA), Department of 
Water and Sanitation and the 
Munic ipa l  In f ras t ruc tu re  
Suppor t  Agency (MISA) 
attended the session.

“Three sections of the notice in 
p a r t i c u l a r  w e r e  u n d e r  
d i s c u s s i o n , ”  M a p h o l o b a  
explained. Section 6.1 requires 
the cessation of all discharge of 
sewage  in to  the  coas ta l  
environment within twenty-four 
hours of receipt of the notice, 
until the necessary permits and 
approvals have been obtained.”

The KWWTW is licenced to 
d i s c h a r g e  3 7 9 6 0 0 0 m 3 / a  
wastewater, which translates to 
roughly 10 400 cubic meters per 
day. Should the plant be shut 
down, as specified in section 6.1, 
the resultant overflow of raw, 
untreated sewage will have 
s e v e r e  a n d  d e v a s t a t i n g  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  t h e  
environment and communal 
health.

“We clarified this matter with 
BOCMA during the workshop 
and, as this is an impractical 
directive that will have more 
severe consequences on our 
environment, we requested the 
department to allow us until the 
end of May to comply with this 
section of the notice,” said 
Mapholoba. “It was established 
that treated effluent quality 
failures is the pertinent issue.

“We will be submitting weekly 
treated effluent quality results as 
of the week of 5 May. Should 
failures persist, resampling will 
be done and process adjustments 
will be made as required.”

Addressing a lack of key 
personnel, the municipality 
requested MISA for assistance in 
employing a permanent electrical 
engineer and civil engineer. A 
process controller vacancy is in 
the process of being filled and 
a n y  i m m e d i a t e  p r o c e s s  
engineering assistance from the 
Department of Water and 
Sanitation would be welcomed.

“In short, we requested that the 
KWWTW remain operational for 
the rest of the month and to 
reevaluate the quali ty of 
wastewater discharge by 31 May, 
with appropriate actions to 
follow,” Mapholoba explained. 
“We are, in the meantime, 
consulting with BOCMA to 
ensure that requirements for a 
Coastal Discharge Permit are 
complied with.”

Section 6.2 requests proof of 
submission of the municipality's 
application to the relevant 
licencing authorities for the 
permits and approvals mentioned 
in section 6.1 within seven days 
of receiving the notice.

MUNICIPALITY ADDRESSES WASTEWATER 
TREATMENTS WORKS COMPLIANCE

“During the workshop it was 
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  s u c h  
applications would require the 
services of a competent and 
capable aquatic scientist,” 
Mapholoba said. “We have 
liaised with BOCMA regarding 
specific requirements and, as a 
formal procurement process 
may have to be followed to 
appoint such a scientist, we have 
applied for an extension to 
comply with section 6.2 of the 
n o t i c e  o n c e  a  m o r e  
comprehensive strategy is in 
place.”

The final section of the notice 
under discussion during the 
workshop was section 6.5, 
which demands the removal of 
all waste from the WWTW and 
disposal thereof, at a registered 
landfill site, within seven days 
of receiving the notification. 
Proof of such disposal must be 
delivered to the department 
within two days of such action.

“All sludge waste has been 
removed from the facility and 
disposed of to a local farmer,” 
confirmed Mapholoba. “We are 
w o r k i n g  t o  c o m p i l e  a  
programme of regular sludge 
collection with the farmer which 
will, along with proof of 
disposal, be submitted to 
BOCMA mid-May. We are also 
working with BOCMA to 
adhere to any additional 
requirements they may have.”

“I can assure our residents, 
stakeholders and all relevant 
au tho r i t i e s  t ha t  we  a r e  
committed to resolving this 
compliance notice to its specific 
requirements – and for the good 
of Greater Knysna,” Mapholoba 
concluded. “We sincerely 
appreciate the allowances made 
to respond outside of the 
requirements of the original 
notice, as discussed during the 
workshop. We are also grateful 
to all parties concerned for their 
assistance and support in this 
important matter. Improving 
and maintaining our critical 
infrastructure is one of our top 
priorities, and we will ensure 
that the WWTW operates 
efficiently and responsibly.”

Groenvallei resident Tess
  Gouws commemorating 

50 days of odourous occupation

South Africa, which has been 
a global base for motor vehicle 
assembly for more than 100 
years, has also seen several 
unique vehicles designed, 
developed, and built here. 
Some outstanding examples 
will be on display at the Eden 
Car and Motorcycle Show to 
be held at the Scarab Arts & 
Crafts Village in Sedgefield on 
Sunday, 6 July.

Two of them are outstanding 
examples of the world class 
products that come out of 
J i m m y  P r i c e ’s  H i - Te c h  
Automotive facility in Gqberha. 

They are the AC Zagato, which 
was known as a Perana Z-One 
c o n c e p t  c a r  d u r i n g  i t s  
development but went into 
limited production wearing the 
AC badge from a fabled British 
company. Production began in 
2009 and 25 were manufactured 
before production ceased the 
following year. It is powered by 
the 6.2 litre V8 engine that was 
fitted to the Chevrolet Camaro 
at that time.

The second car from Hi-Tech is 
the Rossion, a mid-engined 
sports car built for an American 
company as an evolution model 
derived from the British Noble 
M400. A total of 75 were made 
before the project was moved to 
the US. It has a twin turbo 3-litre 
V6 Ford Duratech engine and 
performance claims of 0-100 
km/h of 2.8 sec. and a top speed 
of 314 km/h.

The Cape Town-built GSM 
Flamingo coupé, which was 
loosely derived from the GSM 
Dart roadster, proved a popular 
variant with 128 sold between 
1962 and 1965. It was one of the 
first cars to have a bodyshell 
made of glass fibre. A 1964 
model fitted with a Ford engine 
will be on display.

Another locally built sports 
coupe that will be at the 
Sedgefield show is the two-
seater Puma GT which was built 
on a Volkswagen Beetle 

platform and used 
Volkswagen engines. 
The design was like a 
Puma built in Brazil, 
but that car was built 
on the VW Karmann 
Guia platform, which 
were scarce in South 
Africa.

The South African 
Puma was originally 
built in Durban and 
launched in 1973 
when it proved an 
instant success, with 357 cars 
sold in the first 21 months. 
Production moved around the 
country, finally ending up in 
Babelegi,  near Pretoria.  
Production continued until 
2019. 

A little known fact is that Cyril 
Ramaphosa was a  50% 
shareholder in the company for 
a short period from 2006.

Two examples of of the Puma 
will be on display at the show, a 
1974 GT and a 1975 GT 2300.

The entry list also includes five 
examples of locally built Lotus 
7 as well as Cobra replicas, 
powered by a variety of 
engines that make them all 
unique.

There will be several other rare 
models on display, but they 
were imported into South 
Africa.

One that is making its second 
visit to the Sedgefield Show is 
the Low Drag Jaguar E-Type 
that is coming from Cape 
Town. Last year Jaguar’s 
iconic E-Type was the show’s 
featured car model, and the 
Low Drag version was a 
highlight. The donor car was a 
1972 E-Type Jaguar, and all the 
special bodywork was made by 
h a n d  i n  t h e  U K  f r o m  
aluminium. It is fitted with an 
incredibly special 6.8-litre 
fuel-injected quad-cam V12 
Jaguar engine making it one the 
rarest of all Jaguar E-Types, 
with only two produced.

Another unique car that will be 
on display is the beautifully 
proportioned Italia that lives on 
the Garden Route. Designed by 
the famous Michelotti design 
house in Italy it used the chassis 
and running gear of the British 
Triumph TR3 sports car. A total 
of 330 of these good looking 
coupés were built in Italy 
between 1959-1962. It is now a 
highly prized model among 
collectors.

The French motor industry has 
been responsible for a host of 
innovations over the years. A 
good example is the Citroen 
Avant, which was produced from 
1934 to 1957. It was the first 
mass-produced car with front 
wheel drive , and it 
also debuted a semi-monocoque 
body, without a regular chassis 
frame. Four examples of this 
trendsetter will be on display, 
dating from 1937 to 1954 and this 
includes a scarce convertible 
model.

American manufacturers have 
had several notable car models 
over the years, one of these is the 

in the world

Buick Riviera Boattail and a 
1971 example will be on display 
at Sedgefield. Styled by GM’s 
Bill Mitchel, it was one of the 
most dramatic shapes of its era, 
with inspiration coming from 
the design of classic speedboats, 
with a long hood, swooping 
curves, and tapered rear.

Besides these rarities there will 
be a host of highly desirable 
supercars and sports cars for 
visitors to view. They range 
from supercars from Ferrari, 
Lamborghini, Porsche, and 
Audi (R8) to limited production 
sports cars such as Aston 
Martins, Jaguars, Morgens, and 
a Jensen.

The gates to the show will open 
at 10h00 on Sunday 6 July and 
close at 16h00. 

The entry fee is R70 for adults, 
while there is no fee for children 
under 16. The Eden Car and 
Motorcycle Show is again part 
of the annual Knysna Oyster 
Festival, and a portion of the 
proceeds will be donated to 
deserving local charities.

Picture: - The AC 378 Zagato built by HiTech in Gqeberha 

The 2025 edition of the annual 
Allan Gray Entrepreneurship 
Challenge (AGEC) is now 
open for entries for schools 
and learners across Southern 
Africa – and this year the 
l e g e n d a r y  b u s i n e s s  
competition offers even more 
action-packed games, prizes 
and opportunities for high 
school learners to pursue 
their business dreams. 

“As the Challenge enters its 
ninth year in 2025, the mission 
to ignite entrepreneurial 
thinking among youth across 
Southern Africa – in more 
schools, more provinces, and 
even reaching learners in 
neighbouring countries like 
N a m i b i a ,  E s w a t i n i  a n d  
Botswana – is getting more 
critical and more exciting,” 
s a y s  M a r c e l  M a n i k u m ,  
Programme Lead of the Allan 
G r a y  E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  
Challenge.

AGEC plays a unique role in 
Southern Africa by focusing on 
early-stage entrepreneurial 
exposure - targeting high school 
learners and sparking curiosity 
through fun, gamified learning. 
Top students get the opportunity 
to pitch their business ideas live 
at the AGEC Summit to turn 
business plans into real ventures. 

The Challenge is currently 
expanding in the Eastern Cape, 
Limpopo, North West, and 
KwaZulu-Natal,  alongside 
continued work in Gauteng and 
the Western Cape. “These areas 
show untapped potential with 
rising interest from educators and 
district leaders. They also 
represent communities where 
entrepreneurial education can 
serve as a powerful lever for 
social mobility,” says Manikum.

Exciting new additions to the 
competition
AGEC 2025 promises to be even 

more thrilling than previous 
years. The competition's goal is 
to shift perceptions about 
entrepreneurship, making it 
excit ing,  accessible,  and 
relevant from a young age.
Manikum explains: “Among the 
competition's new features, 
there is a brand-new high school 
game – with a deeper, scenario-
based simulation that puts 
learners in the driver's seat of 
real-world business decisions. 
The popular AGEC digital 
platform is also faster, smarter, 
more mobile-friendly It 's 
designed to feel relevant, 
exciting, and easy to use. 

Participants stand a chance to 
win exciting prizes, including 
cash and Allan Gray Unit Trusts! 
The final Business Pitch 
Challenge will reward the top 

three students with incredible 
prizes, while the Allan Gray 
High School Game features a 
generous overall prize pool. 
Schools can also win a special 
prize for entering the most 
participants.

From small beginnings to a 
booming movement 
“AGEC started as an online 
game to get students excited 
about business, and since 
inception, has grown into a 
full-on movement - with 
national competitions, hands-
on tools for teachers, physical 
card games like Startup 
Shuffle, and even face-to-face 
p i t c h i n g  e v e n t s , ”  s a y s  
Manikum. 

The big idea behind the 
challenge was to spark ideas, 

build confidence, and help young 
people envision themselves as 
entrepreneurs while still in high 
school.

The 2024 competition saw more 
than 21 000 learners participating 
across four countries, with the 
Allan Gray High School Game 
being played over 200 000 times, 
equating to 70 000 hours of 
entrepreneurial learning. The 
competition in 2024 also 
provided training, that is 
accredited by the South African 
Council of Educators, to more 
than 800 teachers through 
partnerships with teacher unions 
(SADTU, NAPTOSA and SAO).

“For us, the growth has not been 
just about numbers – we're seeing 
very exciting progress in how 
young people are starting to think 

differently about their future. 
Sparking their ambition is at the 
heart of Mr. Allan Gray's 
mission – to build a generation 
o f  p rob lem-so lvers ,  job  
creators, and confident leaders.

What learners say about the 
Allan Gray Entrepreneurship 
Challenge.

“Last  year 's  competi t ion 
showed a remarkable impact on 
our students - 95.2% agreed that 
entrepreneurship can drive 
community change, 94.8% say 
entrepreneurship skills are 
useful for life, even if you don't 
start a business, and 69.85% of 
learners believe they now have 
what it takes to start a business 
— many attributing their 
confidence to AGEC exposure,” 
says Manikum.

ALL LEARNERS: ENTRIES OPEN FOR THE 2025 ALLAN GRAY ENTREPRENEURSHIP CHALLENGE 

RARE MADE-IN-SA CARS AT SEDGEFIELD MOTOR SHOW
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SAMURAI SUDOKU

2. Each 9×9 
sub-puzzle 

must be 
solved 

according to 
the rules of 

Sudoku.

1. Each 
Samurai 
Sudoku 
puzzle 

consists of 5 
overlapping 
“classic” 9×9 
Sudoku sub 

puzzles.

Picture by Isaiah McClean

 Management of Sub-Acute BACK PAIN

SAMURAI SUDOKU

2. Each 9×9 
sub-puzzle 

must be 
solved 

according to 
the rules of 

Sudoku.

1. Each 
Samurai 
Sudoku 
puzzle 

consists of 5 
overlapping 
“classic” 9×9 
Sudoku sub 

puzzles.

7.00

for more info call
071 983 5821

Heart disease is the leading 
cause of death for both men 
and women today. Take steps 
today to lower your risk of 
heart disease. 

To help prevent heart disease, 
you can: 
• Eat a heart-healthy diet
• Get active 
• Stay at a healthy weight 
• Quit smoking and stay away 

from secondhand smoke 
• Control your cholesterol, 

blood glucose (sugar), and 
blood pressure 

• Drink alcohol only in 
moderation 

• Manage stress 
• Get enough sleep

Am I at risk for heart disease?
Anyone can get heart disease, but 
you’re at higher risk if you: 

• Have high cholesterol, high 
blood pressure, or diabetes 

• Smoke 
• Have overweight or obesity  
• Don't get enough physical 

activity 
• Don't eat a healthy diet  
• Had a condition called 

p r e e c l a m p s i a  d u r i n g  
pregnancy

• Your age and family history 

also affect your risk for heart 
disease. 

Your risk is higher if:  
You’re a woman over age 55 
You’re a man over age 45 
Your father or brother had heart 
disease before age 55 
Your mother or sister had heart 
disease before age 65 
But the good news is there's a lot 
you can do to prevent heart 
disease. 

What Is Heart Disease?
When people talk about heart 
disease, they’re usually talking 
about coronary heart disease 
(CHD). It’s also sometimes 
called coronary artery disease 
(CAD). This is the most 
common type of heart disease. 

When someone has CHD, the 
coronary arteries (tubes) that 
take blood to the heart are 
narrow or blocked, which makes 
it hard for oxygen-rich blood to 
get to the heart. This happens 
when cholesterol and fatty 
material, called plaque, build up 
inside the arteries. 

Several things can lead to plaque 
building up inside your arteries, 
including:
• Too much cholesterol in the 

blood 
• High blood pressure 
• Smoking 
• Too much sugar in the blood 
because of diabetes

When plaque blocks an artery, 
it’s hard for blood to flow to the 
heart. A blocked artery can cause 
chest pain or a heart attack.   

What Is Coronary Heart 
Disease?
A doctor listens to a patient's 
heart with a stethoscope. Heart 
disease is a general term for 
conditions that affect the heart’s 
structure and how it works. Heart 
disease is a leading cause of 
death.  

Coronary heart disease is a type 
of heart disease that occurs when 
the arteries of the heart cannot 
deliver enough oxygen-rich 
blood to the heart muscle due to 
narrowing from the buildup of 
fatty deposits called plaque . It is 
also sometimes called coronary 
artery disease or ischemic heart 
disease.

Coronary heart disease is the 
most common type of heart 
disease. 

Symptoms of coronary heart 
disease vary from person to 
person. About one in 20 adults 
aged 20 and older have coronary 
heart disease. But many people 
don't know they have the disease 
until they have chest pain; the 
blood flow to their heart is 
blocked, causing a heart attack; 
or their heart suddenly stops 
pumping blood, also known as 
cardiac arrest.

Coronary heart disease affects 
the larger coronary arteries on 
the surface of the heart. It is 
c a u s e d  b y  d e p o s i t s  o f  
cholesterol, a waxy substance 
that builds up inside the lining of 
the coronary arteries, forming 
plaque. This plaque can partly or 
completely block blood flow in 
the arteries of the heart:

Obstructive coronary artery 
disease means that the diameter 
of a large coronary artery is 
blocked by 50% or more.

Non-obstructive coronary artery 
disease means that the blood 
flow in a large coronary artery is 
blocked less than 50%.

Coronary microvascular disease 
means blood flow into the tiny 
arteries within the heart muscle 
is blocked. This happens when 
there is damage to the inner walls 
of the heart's small blood 
vessels. Coronary microvascular 
disease is more common in 
women.

For most people, coronary heart 
disease is preventable with a 
heart-healthy lifestyle and 

medicines. You may be able to 
stop or reverse plaque buildup in 
coronary arteries.

Learn more about how the 
heart works.
Your healthcare provider will 
diagnose coronary heart disease 
based on your symptoms, your 
medical and family history, your 
risk factors, and the results from 
heart tests.

If you have coronary heart 
disease, you may need heart-
healthy lifestyle changes, 
medicines,  surgery,  or  a  
combination of these to manage 
your condition and prevent 
serious problems.

htpps/odphp.health.gov.

KEEP YOUR HEART HEALTHY - PREVENT HEART DISEASE
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TIFFS

Afrikaanse Protestante Kerk
Cearn Saal, Leisure Isle, Knysna

10am Service
Christo Matthee 083 769 9313

AGS Lighuis
Kontak : Kerkkantoor 044 382 6551 

Sekretaresse 072 189 0215

 Anglican Chapelry of St. Aidan’s, 
Wilderness

Church of Christ                      
 Lynn van der Walt.   
 Tel:  076 068 2900

Church of the Resurrection
Service  9.30am       

Petronella Buis 084 252 1698

Church Without Walls (WOW)
Red Shed, Scarab Market

Sunday 9.30am
Schalk van As - 082 413 8363

(Please bring a chair)

Deo Gloria
    Past Danie & Karin de Bruyn
044 343 1301 or 084 714 7023

Elohim gemeente
Kerkkantoor:  082 896 6387
Pastoor:  Hansie Strydom

Peter Mundell  060 985 9113  
or Paul McMillan  083  273 2601

Evangelisch-Lutherische 
Gemeinde SüdKap

Rondevleihoogte

Southern Cape Evangelical 
Lutheran Congregation

Peter Lor 076 649 3050

Knysna Presbyterian Church
Office 044 382 7722 
Rev Tim Hawkridge

083 324 3562

Lakeside Baptist Church
3 Duiwe Laan

Pastor J D  - 066 160 7029
Sunday 9am

Ned. Herv. Kerk Outeniqua      
Telefoon:  044 - 8712125

New Apostolic Church

NG Kerk
Sedgefield: 08.45am
Karatara: 10.30am 

Ds. Marius Coetzee 079 873 3832
Kerkkantoor  (044) 343 2033

NG Kerk Die Vleie, Hoekwil
Ds. Dawie le Roux 084 532 9958

Kantoor : 078 965 3651

Pinkster Protestante Kerk
Ouderling Jakobus Grootboom 

078 158 2042 
Chris Solomons 071 617 5630

Sedgefield Christian Church
Sunday services @ 09h00

 Kairos Jnr & Snr Youth SAT  6pm-8pm
    Pastor Juan & Tammy Pienaar

Enq: Anthony Davis - 083 641 5027 

081 749 2534 
info@sedgefieldchurch.co.za

Sedgefield Seventh-day                   
Adventist Church
Ph 081 270 7212

St Anthony's Catholic Church            
Cnr Sysie / Flamingo Streets  

Find us on FB Debbie  - 083 242 2808

St Francis United Church                     
Sunday - 9:30 - Family Service
Teen Church & Junior Church

    Every 4th Sunday – 
09h30 – Communion Service

      Cnr Swallow Drive / Pelican Lane
All welcome!   044 343 1702

Suid-Kaap Christen Familie         
Pastor: Leon & Elmarie Terblanche   

081 271 1551.  
Assist Pastor: André & Soné Rossouw    

072 341 7099   

Wilderness Christian Fellowship
Pastor: Steve Grewar

 044 877 0307 or 083 594 7505

Across
1. What you say is 
catching when you 
have tea. (6)
5.  Reveal ing a  
d i sp ropo r t i ona l  
share. (3,3)
8. I am inside to 
register the idea 
regarding a position 
at the hospital. (7)
9. Fix support for 
the pair in the 
second run rising. 
(5)
11. Potential leader 
might use this for 
his uniform. (7,8)
12. One poses badly 
for birds. (4)
13. Fruit’s family 
sounds somewhat 
appealing, though 
perhaps accident 
prone. (10)
17. Not here twice 
for sympathy. (5,5)
18. Mark would add 
nothing towards the 
award. (4)
20. Either mentions a stupid 
reason to unselfishly work 
together. (6.2.1.2.4)
23. Fixes drugs for external use 
on nose initially. (5)
24. Runs noting accented 
greeting postscript. (7)
25.  Tells America something. 
(6)
26. Cut to the part you waved 
goodbye to someone. (3,3)
Down
2. Sound off, cutting a bit from 
the melody. (3,2,4)
3. Fist and teeth come together. 
(6)
4. Results following a bad school 
lesson. (9)
5. Star goes on a bit of an ad-lib 

rant. (5)
6. A half-wet, new source of old 
fuel. (5,3)
7. Those all for having children. 
(5)
8. Payment to authorities for 
what we heard could nail land 
down. (8,3)
10.  eg Wow, Madam! Nurses run 
level with Bob and Eve. (11)
14. Irish fliers off to a singular 
point, oddly enough. (3,6)

15. Dismissed from the team just 
as the game started. (6,3)
16. Blue tent re-erected for 
seedy narcotic trade. (5,3)
19. Not out, Red Grandma’s 
nemesis turns on the water 
source. (6)
21. I’m upset, having bumped 
into this fellow. (5)
22. Monster shirt consumerism 
in dwellings. (5)

SEDGEFIELD
COMMUNITY

CHARITY EVENTS
CALENDAR 2024

SEDGEFIELD
COMMUNITY

CHARITY EVENTS
CALENDAR 2024

Tiffanys

AUGUST

9 August - TLC Colour My 
World Women’s High Tea

JUNE

8 June Lions Medieval Feast

OCTOBER

 Kite Festival
13 October -  Garden Route

9 August - Masithandane 
Women of Valour

SEDGEFIELD
COMMUNITY

CHARITY EVENTS
CALENDAR 2024
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Medieval

SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER

Anything that Floats

Anything that Floats

28 September -

28 September -

SEDGEFIELD  
BRIDGE  CLUB

29 April :
1        55.5%     Pam + Colin
2        54.6%     Paddy + 

       Bernard
3        54.1%     Robyn + Suzette

6 May :
1        68.0%      Ann + Terry
2        56.2%      Pam + Colin
3        53.4%      Irene + Linda

13 May :
1        63.1%      Paddy + 

         Bernard
2        52.7%      Ann + Mary
3        51.3%      Paul + Rodney

20 May : 
1        68.0%     Jeannie + Mark
2        56.2%      Pam + Colin
3        54.1%      Irene + Linda

Sedge Gent’s 
Golf Club

21 October :
1     63.4%     Paul & Rodney
2     61.1%     Irene & Robyn
3     55.5%     Pam & Colin

28 October :
1     65.7%     Pam & Colin
2     62.0%     Paul & Rodney
3     59.2%     Paddy & Bernard

soccer

3 April :
1  62.5%  Pam & Colin
2  54.1%  Paddy & Bernard
3  53.1%  Irene & Robyn

31 March :
1 63.8%   Irene & Robyn
2 63.4%   Pam & Colin
3 62.5%   Paddy & Bernard

SEDGEFIELD 
GENTS’ CLUB

Golf Club Report

9 August
The Living Cornerstone 
Women’s Day Celebration.

 18 July             Lions 
Mama Mia -Karaoke Party

18 October
Pink Walk Breast Cancer 
Awareness.

Morning Ladies

Please find the information regarding our Women's Day Celebration ðŸŒ¸

We need hostesses to host tables and ladies to join us to Celebrate ...ðŸª

All funds raised will go towards buying a hospital bed for our ladies 
room...ðŸ™• ðŸ• »

If you want to host a table please contact me directly - tickets are available at 
Deo GratiaðŸ’ƒ

Thank you for supporting usðŸª

Blessed dayðŸ‘
Marietjie

SEDGEFIELD BRIDGE CLUB

7 April :
1     59.7%        Ben & Terry
2     58.3%        Irene & Robyn
3     56.9%        Paul & Rodney
14 April :
1     63.1%        Ben & Terry
2     61.1%        Pam & Colin
3=  53.4%   Paddy & Bernard 

       / Paul & Rodney
21 April :
1     59.0%        Pam & Colin
2     52.0%        Lyn & Tienie
3     50.0%        Carol & Meg
28 April :
1     58.3%        Paddy & Bernard
2=   54.1%     Pam & Colin
                         /  Robyn & Paul

The Wine Ghost tasted – 
Franschhoek Cellar La Cotte 
Mill Chenin Blanc 2024

The bottle has a very traditional, 
yet quite attractive front label.  
The back label offers concise and 
descriptive info about the wine 
and the cellar.  Abv.12,5%.

It is a clear wine, with a light lime 
colour and a few legs visible.
This  Chenin  has  a  very  
distinctive nose with no flaws.
WG experienced aromas of 
greenish pineapples, nectarines, 
crisp apples and geranium 
flowers.
It is a medium bodied, well 
balanced Chenin with slight 
acidity.  Flavours of apples and peaches came through.
The wine has a medium long mouth feel with the taste of apples and 
nectarines left in the mouth.

The Wine Ghost sees it as a good buy in the price range R90 – R110.
It can be enjoyed on its own, or paired with grilled fish and salads. 

In Vino Veritas till next time.    

Across:   1.  Paramedical  9. Cheaper  10. Tweenie  11 Desperado  
12. Pasta  13. Cafe   14. Montenegro   16. Cohabitant   19. Stow 
21. Arras  22. Unheard of  24. Slavish  25. Purcell  26. Magistrates
Down: 1. Peers of the realm  2. Rupee   3. Marcato  4. Detroit  5. 
Creeping  6. Longsightedness  7. Acidic  8. Legato  15. Abashing  
16. Coarse  17. Touches  18.  No hyper  20. Waffle  23. Afrit  

15 November
Masithandane ‘Anything 
that Floats’ Competition

23

Thur. 15th May.
Equal 1st. Shirley & Gail P. 56.2%
                Gail F & Carol
           3rd. Ann & Maryke 50.0%
 
Thurs 22nd May.
          1st. Ann & Jeannie  66.7%
           2nd. Carol & Gail P   57.5%
           3rd. Diana & Maryke 53.7%
 
Thurs. 29th. May
          1st. Karen & Gail F  78.3%
          2nd Carol & Terry  76.6%
          3rd Brian & Clive  71.6%

SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB

Friday, 23 May, was a 
beautiful day for golf with 
perfect conditions in every 
way. 

We played an IPS with a charity 
drive bringing a tin from the 
pantry as our entrance. Kay 
introduced Esther to the club 
which was great. We hope that 
she enjoyed her game and will 
be back. 

Congratulations to Shannon 
Nicol and Joy Herbst for 
playing 2 under their handicaps 
and to Elize Mackenzie-Blom 
for playing 1 under her 
handicap. Birdies went to Elize 
Mackenzie-Blom on 15, 
Wendy Mack on 13 and Ronnie 
Maingard on 17. Nearest the 
p in  was  won by  El ize  
Mackenzie-Blom. 

Thank you to Brenda Howden 
for providing the bottled fruit. 

The overall winner was 

Shannon Nicol on 38, second 
Joy Herbst on 38 and third Elize 
Mackenzie-Blom on 37. Super 
results once again, well done 
ladies. 

Thanks to Elize Mackenzie-
Blom for donating delicious 
fudge for our Swizzle prize 
which went to Shannon Nicol. A 
very warm welcome home to 
Almarie Mead and Linda Evans. 
Lovely to see Almarie at the 

close of play. 

Look forward to seeing you all 
at Val's coaching on Sunday. 
Thanks to Almarie for co-
ordinating this and to Jannie 
Smit for permitting it. Thanks 
once again to Christina Coetzee 
for doing the scoring and Clare 
Garner for sorting out all of the 
f i n a n c e s .  A l l  g r e a t l y  
appreciated.  

As from 4th June our 
winter tabs in time will be 
1.15pm to start at 1.30pm, 
this will continue until the 
end of August. The monthly 
"shirts and skirts" will be 
p l a y e d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  
Wednesday of every month 
in future.

The men's mini league got off 
to a good start this past week 
and all our teams did very 
well. Keep it up chaps!

The ladies  and men 's  
nomination pairs final will be 
played this week. Good 
bowling to all involved.

For everyone out there, if you 
think you would like to try 
your hand at bowling we 
welcome new bowlers and 
complimentary coaching is 
available to beginners. 
Please visit the club on a 
Wednesday or Saturday 
afternoon.

That's a wrap, see ya'll "on 
the mat"

 email editor@edgenews.co.za

EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, FUNCTIONS, SHOWS
HIKES, EXHIBITIONS
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Sedgefield Striders TIME TRIAL  Wednesdays @ 5.30pm on 
Wally van der Walt Street adjacent to Sedgefield Bowls Club

 Beginner runners/walkers welcome.

Display Ads:
Classifieds: 

 Email editor@edgenews.co.za by 12J une 2025
(Stuff for sale, jobs, get-rich-quick schemes, secret treasure hints)

Email  accounts@edgenews.co.za by Monday 16 June 2025

KINDLY NOTE: Due to the epic craziness of life as we currently 
know it, our EDGE office may not always be open.  

Please call 072 516 4701

Full Moon   15 December 2024

Wed Dec 11 2024
low tides   06:04   18:55
high tide    12:23
sunrise     05:11   sunset     19:34
moonrise  15:25   moonset   01:55

Thu Dec 12 2024
low tides   07:00   19:44
high tides   00:57   13:15
sunrise     05:11   sunset     19:35
moonrise  16:37   moonset   02:27

Fri Dec 13 2024
low tides   07:49   20:29
high tides   01:51   14:04
sunrise     05:11   sunset     19:36
moonrise  17:52   moonset   03:05

Sat Dec 14 2024
low tides   08:36   21:12
high tides   02:39   14:51
sunrise     05:12   sunset     19:36
moonrise  19:05   moonset   03:49

Sun Dec 15 2024
low tides   09:21   21:53
high tides   03:24   15:36
sunrise     05:12   sunset     19:37
moonrise  20:13   moonset   04:42

Mon Dec 16 2024
low tides   10:04   22:32
high tides   04:06   16:20
sunrise     05:12   sunset     19:37
moonrise  21:11   moonset   05:44

Tue Dec 17 2024
low tides   10:47   23:09
high tides   04:47   17:02
sunrise     05:13   sunset     19:38
moonrise  21:59   moonset   06:50

11 Dec. - 17 Dec. 2024 Full Moon   15 December 2024

Wed Dec 18 2024
low tides   11:28   23:44
high tides   05:27   17:42
sunrise     05:13   sunset     19:39
moonrise  22:38   moonset   07:58

Thu Dec 19 2024
low tide    12:10
high tides   06:07   18:20
sunrise     05:14   sunset     19:39
moonrise  23:11   moonset   09:03

Fri Dec 20 2024
low tides   00:19   12:52
high tides   06:47   18:58
sunrise     05:14   sunset     19:40
moonrise  23:39   moonset   10:05

Sat Dec 21 2024
low tides   00:54   13:39
high tides   07:31   19:41
sunrise     05:14   sunset     19:40
moonrise  -    moonset   11:04

Sun Dec 22 2024
low tides   01:34   14:37
high tides   08:23   20:32
sunrise     05:15   sunset     19:41
moonrise  00:03   moonset   12:00

Mon Dec 23 2024
low tides   02:24   15:57
high tides   09:29   21:45
sunrise     05:15   sunset     19:41
moonrise  00:26   moonset   12:56

Tue Dec 24 2024
low tides   03:35   17:27
high tides   10:43   23:19
sunrise     05:16   sunset     19:42
moonrise  00:49   moonset   13:51

Wed Dec 25 2024
low tides   05:09   18:34
high tide    11:49
sunrise     05:17   sunset     19:42
moonrise  01:13   moonset   14:47

Thu Dec 26 2024
low tides   06:23   19:22
high tides   00:37   12:42
sunrise     05:17   sunset     19:42
moonrise  01:40   moonset   15:46

Fri Dec 27 2024
low tides   07:14   20:01
high tides   01:31   13:26
sunrise     05:18   sunset     19:43
moonrise  02:10   moonset   16:47

Sat Dec 28 2024
low tides   07:56   20:36
high tides   02:12   14:06
sunrise     05:19   sunset     19:43
moonrise  02:46   moonset   17:49

Sun Dec 29 2024
low tides   08:34   21:10
high tides   02:48   14:44
sunrise     05:19   sunset     19:43
moonrise  03:30   moonset   18:50

Mon Dec 30 2024
low tides   09:11   21:44
high tides   03:22   15:22
sunrise     05:20   sunset     19:43
moonrise  04:22   moonset   19:47

Tue Dec 31 2024
low tides   09:49   22:19
high tides   03:56   16:00
sunrise     05:21   sunset     19:44
moonrise  05:22   moonset   20:37

18 December - 31 December 2024

Wed Jan 01 2025
low tides   10:28   22:53
high tides   04:32   16:39
sunrise     05:21   sunset     19:44
moonrise  06:28   moonset   21:21

Thu Jan 02 2025
low tides   11:08   23:29
high tides   05:09   17:18
sunrise     05:22   sunset     19:44
moonrise  07:37   moonset   21:59

Fri Jan 03 2025
low tide    11:52
high tides   05:49   17:59
sunrise     05:23   sunset     19:44
moonrise  08:46   moonset   22:31

 Sat Jan 04 2025
low tides   00:06   12:38
high tides   06:32   18:42
sunrise     05:24   sunset     19:44
moonrise  09:54   moonset   23:01

Sun Jan 05 2025
low tides   00:45   13:28
high tides   07:20   19:28
sunrise     05:25   sunset     19:44
moonrise  11:00   moonset   23:29

Mon Jan 06 2025
low tides   01:27   14:25
high tides   08:13   20:22
sunrise     05:25   sunset     19:44
moonrise  12:07   moonset   23:57

Tue Jan 07 2025
low tides   02:17   15:35
high tides   09:15   21:30
sunrise     05:26   sunset     19:44
moonrise  13:15  moonset   -

Club Report

by JP Jordaan

Full Moon   12 May 2025

Wed Jun 04 2025
low tides   04:59   16:41
high tides   10:45   23:26
sunrise     07:28   sunset     17:27
moonrise  13:32   moonset   01:03

Thu Jun 05 2025
low tides   06:03   17:53
high tide    11:56
sunrise     07:28   sunset     17:27
moonrise  13:56   moonset   01:59

Fri Jun 06 2025
low tides   06:51   18:46
high tides   00:18   12:54
sunrise     07:29   sunset     17:27
moonrise  14:19   moonset   02:54

Sat Jun 07 2025
low tides   07:30   19:27
high tides   01:01   13:39
sunrise     07:29   sunset     17:27
moonrise  14:46   moonset   03:51

Sun Jun 08 2025
low tides   08:04   20:04
high tides   01:39   14:18
sunrise     07:30   sunset     17:26
moonrise  15:15   moonset   04:48

Mon Jun 09 2025
low tides   08:37   20:38
high tides   02:15   14:52
sunrise     07:30   sunset     17:26
moonrise  15:50   moonset   05:48

Tue Jun 10 2025
low tides   09:10   21:13
high tides   02:49   15:24
sunrise     07:31   sunset     17:26
moonrise  16:30   moonset   

Wed Jun 11 2025
low tides   09:41   21:47
high tides   03:23   15:56
sunrise     07:31   sunset     17:26
moonrise  17:19   moonset   07:46

Thu Jun 12 2025
low tides   10:14   22:23
high tides   03:58   16:29
sunrise     07:32   sunset     17:26
moonrise  18:14   moonset   08:41

Fri Jun 13 2025
low tides   10:48   23:01
high tides   04:34   17:04
sunrise     07:32   sunset     17:26
moonrise  19:15   moonset   09:31

Sat Jun 14 2025
low tides   11:23   23:42
high tides   05:11   17:41
sunrise     07:32   sunset     17:26
moonrise  20:18   moonset   10:14

Sun Jun 15 2025
low tide    12:01
high tides   05:52   18:23
sunrise     07:33   sunset     17:27
moonrise  21:24   moonset   10:51

Mon Jun 16 2025
low tides   00:28   12:42
high tides   06:36   19:12
sunrise     07:33   sunset     17:27
moonrise  22:29   moonset   11:24

Tue Jun 17 2025
low tides   01:21   13:28
high tides   07:25   20:10
sunrise     07:33   sunset     17:27
moonrise  23:34   moonset   11:54

4 June -  17 June 2025
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B by JP Jordaan

Pam Golding

The Tennis Club’s monthly Ladies Doubles Challenge was held 
on 23 May. Michelle Lutener who always organises a very 
successful and enjoyable 12 player tournament, once again 
emerged the winner and struck a winning pose for the photo! 
Well done ladies!

Get ready to move, groove, 
paddle and pedal – the 42nd 
Knysna Oyster Festival is back 
from 4 to 13 July, bursting 
with thrilling sporting events 
for every age and ability, 
whether you're a seasoned 
athlete, weekend warrior, or 
just looking for a fun family 
outing.

The festival sporting calendar is 
j a m - p a c k e d  w i t h  i c o n i c  
favourites and new adventures 
that span forests, mountains, 
roads, waterways, and even 
wine farms – all set against the 
breathtaking backdrop of the 
Garden Route.

Hit the ground running
Lace up for the legendary 
Knysna Forest Marathon & Half 
Marathon (5 July) – a must-do 
event that winds through the 
mystical Knysna Forest. There 
are still entries available for the 
Full Marathon.

The Houtkapper Trail Run on 
Sunday, 6 July, with its forest 
magic and mountain air awaits! 
This event offers three distances, 
each winding through the lush 
i n d i g e n o u s  f o r e s t s  a n d  
singletrack paths of Krisjan-se-
Nek. It's one of the festival's 
most iconic off-road runs – and 
your perfect excuse to get a little 
muddy in the name of fun!

For a slightly more relaxed 
experience, join the 3 km Family 
Adventure Walk at Blackwaters 
River Lodge on Friday 4 July. If 
you'd rather spectate than 
participate, there are two soccer 
tournaments to look out for: the 
KLFA Soccer Tournament and 
the Street Soccer Tournament, as 
well as the SWD Touch 
S h o w d o w n  t o u c h  r u g b y  
tournament, the Mini Hockey 
Tournament  and  Netba l l  
Tournament. 

Join the 5km for CANSA (6 
July) or bring the whole family 
for the festive RAP Knysna 
Colour Run (12 July) – it's 
fitness with flair! 

Continue your 
festival fitness 
journey at the 
Simola Sunset 
Wine Run (10 
July). Or push 
your limits with 
the KnysnaX 
Tr a i l  S e r i e s  
Winter Run (10 
July) and the 
C h o o - T j o e  
Ultra Trail Run 
( 1 3  J u l y )  
following the 
historic railway 
route.

Pedal power
Saddle up for 
o n e  o f  t h e  
festival's most 
e x h i l a r a t i n g  
s p o r t i n g  
spectacles – the Knysna Cycle 
Tour! Spanning three epic days, 
this year's action kicks off on 
Friday 11 July with the three-day 
forest Enduro and Criterium 
Rides and continues on Saturday, 
12 July, with mountain biking 
adventures through the scenic 
forests around Simola – choose 
from 86 km, 56 km or 30 km 
routes. On Sunday, 13 July, it's 
time to hit the tarmac with road 
races starting from Waterfront 
Drive, including thrilling kids' 
races. Sign up now if you're 
chasing a podium or just 
pedalling for fun!

Make a splash
On 5 July, the Canoe Polo 
Tournament will bring fast-
paced, team-focused action to the 
Knysna Waterfront. The Harbour 
2 Heads Lagoon Challenge, on 
13 July, is a spectacular 12 km or 
24 km canoe race through 
Knysna's sparkling waterways.

Game on!
Try something different with the 
Padel Challenge at Simola 
Country Estate or sign up for the 
Oyster Betterball Championship, 
11 July, at Knysna Golf Club. 
Think fast and team up for The 
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Amazing Race – Knysna Style, 
9  Ju ly,  a  c lue-cracking  
adventure around town. And 
don't miss the Knysna Sports 
Fair, 10 July – an energetic 
celebration of youth sport and 
community fitness.

These are two 5 km Saturday 
Parkruns which are community-
focused, and open to all ages 
and fitness levels. They start 

and finish at the Knysna High 
School Sports Field, part of the 
Festival Hub.

Join the action and be part of the 
festival whether you're actively 
participating and competing or 
just cheering from the sidelines. 

Check out the full programme or 
e n t e r  o n l i n e  n o w  a t  
www.knysnaoysterfestival.co.za

Gear up for  the  Knysna Oyster Fest!


