
Issue 747   26 August 2026

NB Only suitable for Grade A rolling tobacco.

open

Quality 

S
Printing Services
in Sedgefield

GLOSSY BROCHURES

Sothebys
No. You actually DON’T have to drive 

through to George

S

It’s that time of the year when the village is woken from 
its Winter slumber with the biggest show of the year - 
yes, that’s the Sedgefield Melodrama!

For those new to the concept of this show - it is a ‘win-win-win’ 
fundraiser performed by the people for the people. The locals taking 
part have a whole lot of fun and the brief chance of stardom.The 
audiences have an entertaining night out -  seeing familiar faces in very unfamiliar 
roles (like Dr Elvis here), and local charities benefit from the masses of monies 
raised by ticket sales and auctions. 

ickets are going fast for the six shows which started yesterday 
and are set to run on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday nights over two weeks.

Producer Margie van Rensburg said that she and her team of directors 
purposefully chose this theme and can’t wait to showcase their selection of iconic 
songs by iconic artists.
“We’re taking our audiences down Memory Lane with some of the most well-
known songs of the last 50 years - from Elvis to Britney - so there’s definitely 
something for everyone,” she said.

There is, as usual, a feast of humour, glamorous costumes and no shortage of 
surprises lined up for ticket holders

Last year’s show grossed R353 000 including R192 000 made in the ‘encore 
auctions’.  After  operating expenses a spectacular R257 500 was given to local 
charities. 

Tickets are available from Herbs and Plants Nursery, or via the website 
www.sedgefieldmelodrama.co.za.

This year’s theme ‘Night of The Icons’ is sure to make for a spectacular evening of 
entertainment, and t

Last week Knysna 
residents  were 
shocked to the 
core after three 
p e o p l e  w e r e  
murdered in two 
separate shootings 
in less than 24 
hours.

The first victim was 
the  ve ry  we l l -
k n o w n  f o r m e r  
Knysna Mayor and 
serving ANC Ward 
8  C o u n c i l l o r  
Aubrey Tsengwa 
(48), who was shot 
dead on the evening of   
Wednesday, 19 August 2026. 

Less than 24 hours later, former 
Ward 7 Councillor Mandla 
Matiwane (47) and local Taxi 
Forum Secretary Mandla 
Tyololo (48) were killed in a 
second shooting.

Tsengwa was shot in Ngxalo 
Street, Joodsekamp, while 
travelling with three other 
people. According to the 
preliminary police account, a 
gunman opened fire on the 
vehicle before fleeing on foot.

The councillor suffered multiple 
gunshot wounds and was 
declared dead at the scene. One 
of the other passengers was 
wounded.

Police registered a murder case 
and three counts of attempted 
murder. 

The second shooting took place 

in the Bongani area during the 
evening of  Thursday 20 August.

At about 21:00, Matiwane and 
Tyololo were shot dead while 
travelling in a vehicle.

Matiwane was a former Knysna 
councillor, while Tyololo was 
linked to the local taxi industry. 
Both were associated with the 
ANC.

The Western Cape Serious 
Violent Crime Unit is leading the 
investigation into the murders, 
assisted by crime intelligence, 
local police, the combat team and 
the drone unit. 

Four arrests have been made in 
the Tsengwa case, as well as the 
seizure of two vehicles, three 
firearms and several cellular 
phones. 

At the time of going to press, no 
arrests had been announced in 

connection with the Bongani 
double murder. 

The fatal shootings have 
unsettled the community, 
particularly because the victims 
included current and former 
political representatives.

Local and regional officials as 
well as  representatives across 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  h a v e  
condemned the violence and 
c a l l e d  f o r  a  t h o r o u g h  
investigation.

Whilst the killings have raised 
fears of a possible return of 
politically linked violence to 
Knysna, police have not 
confirmed that the cases are 
connected, and the motives 
remain unknown. 

Even so, Acting Municipal 
Manager Boy Ngubo confirmed 
that additional law-enforcement 
officers had been deployed to 
protect Knysna’s councillors, 
some of whom had been placed 
in safe houses.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  l a t e s t  
development in the Tsengwa 
murder case is that the fourth 
suspect linked to the Tsengwa 
murder investigation had 
handed himself over to police 
and appeared in the Knysna 
Magistrates’ Court on Tuesday, 
25 August.

This following the appearance 
in court on Monday of the other 
three accused, aged 33, 36 and 
45, all of whom were arrested by 
the police over the weekend. 

The names of the accused have 

not been released by the South 
Af r i can  Po l i ce  Se rv ice .  
According to spokesperson 
Warrant Officer Christopher 
Spies this is because the 
investigation remains at a 
sensitive stage.

Spies confirmed that they have 
appeared  on  charges  of  
Conspiracy to Commit Murder 
and Attempted Murder. They 
were remanded in custody, and 
the case was postponed to 31 
August 2026 for a formal bail 
application. 

F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
procedures, including an 
identity parade, are still 
outstanding.

FOUR SUSPECTS NOW IN CUSTODY

Marvelous 

From doctors to 
hairdressers to 
estate agents to 

school teachers ... 
You never know 

WHO you’ll see on 
the Sedgefield 

Melodrama stage.
Picture by Adrian 

Lawrence

The late Aubrey Tsengwa
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CLEAN FORECAST SETS THE STAGE
FOR RIP CURL VIC BAY SURF PRO

Knysna Municipality are 
pleased to announce that 
Knysna’s water restriction 
level has been reduced from 
Level 4 to Level 2. This 
relaxation is a direct result of 
the continued improvement 
and maintenance of our water 
reticulation system.

U n d e r  L e v e l  2  w a t e r  
restrictions:
Municipal potable water is 
restricted to human consumption 
and business use. 
Gardens may not be watered, and 
cars or boats may not be washed.
- Domestic consumption is 
limited to 20 000 litres per 

household per month.
 Households exceeding this limit 
on two occasions may have 
water-restricting/management 
devices installed.
Households receiving Free Basic 
Water are limited to 6 000 litres 
per month.
- Construction, car washes and 
nurseries must use alternative 
water sources. Let’s continue 
using water responsibly and 
maintain our water-saving 
habits. Every drop counts! 

Be Knys, Save Water.
To report leaks, pipe bursts and 
water misuse: 
WhatsApp 060 998 7032.

’m on a slippery slope. I
Not the one that Mrs Ed always 
talks about. Apparently, that one 
leads to extreme torture, loss of 
remote-control privileges, and 
possibly even death. (That’s the 
last time I forget to pick up her 
Bricklayers’ Weekly magazine 
on my way home.)

Nor am I talking about the 
slippery slope of yesteryear. I’m 
not sure if I have previously 
written about the ‘accidental 
spilling of suntan oil on the top 
three stairs’ incident of June 
2 0 2 5 ,  w h i c h ,  b y  p u r e  
coincidence, occurred the week 
after Mrs Ed discovered that a life 
insurance claim is not subject to 
income tax.

No. Neither of the above is the 
subject of this missive.

The slippery slope to which I am 
referring is the one that leads to 
60. Three-Score-Years. Almost 
the halfway mark of my life (he 
said, ever-hopeful). That’s the 
slope of the moment.

Because, dear reader, as I am 
sitting at my desk to write this 
column, there is but a mere 
month before that very birthday. 

Indeed, by the time you have had 
the dubious pleasure of reading 
these words, it will be even less.

Oh, my goodness, I’m feeling 
nauseous.

And tempting as it is, I don’t 
really want to use up this 
valuable column width to reflect 
“Where have the years gone?” or 
“I swear time is speeding up” or 
even 
“Wasn’t it just yesterday that we 
hit forty?”, because that’s what 
my ageing parents used to say 
when I was in high school, and 
they were … 

OH, MY GOODNESS, THEY 
WERE 48!

HNGGGGNNHH.

I don’t FEEL sixty. I really don’t. 
Perhaps it’s the coastal air, the 
abundance of oxygen, the 
proximity to nature, the total lack 
of any retirement plan, but sixty 
still feels like it’s … well … 
thirty years away.

To be honest, I’ve only just 
gotten used to feeling FORTY.

Looking back, the twenty years I 
have spent being a forty-year-old 
have mostly been quite cool.  
(See! I’m still using words like 
cool!). Especially in my second-
forties decade, during which our 
kids have reached maturity, 
finished getting educated, found 
partners, moved out, had 
children of their own and (most 
importantly) stopped stealing the 
cheese.

Being forty with Gorgonzola is 
great.

Gorgonzola makes it WORTH 
being forty.

Of course, I’ve had to make one 
or two adjustments in my 
extended forties, both mentally 
and physically. 

For example, it’s been hard, but I 
have eventually given up the 
dream of being invited to play at 
Wimbledon. 

I know it’s my own fault. I’ve left 
it too late - I should have learned 
how to play the game years ago. 
But still, it would have been nice 
even if they had just asked.

And ano ther  age- re la ted  
adjustment is that I am no longer 

sending applications to the 
casting agency for Bay Watch. 
To be honest, Mrs Ed has put her 
size 14 gumbooted foot down 
(did you feel the tremors?) and 
refused to help record my 
annual audition reels. I’m sure 
you would understand that 
doing the ‘Slow Motion Beach 
Run’ whilst trying to hold the 
cellphone steady myself simply 
doesn’t work. At first, I was hurt 
(a speedo will do that to you), 
but eventually I realised the 
poor woman was too shy to face 
the crowds of fans gathered on 
the beach to point fingers and 
laugh in support. 

My more recent, and probably 
more heart-wrenching ‘coming 
of (middle?) age’ decision is 
that I won’t be skateboarding 
anymore. 

I can’t skateboard anymore. 

I’ve tried, at home, of course, 
but not very successfully.

In fact, if the giggles drifting 
over the fence from passing 
schoolchildren are anything to 
go by, I think I have caused 
irreparable damage to my 
dignity.  

It seems the instinctive body 
actions of my ‘cool skating 
days’ are … well … no longer 
instinctive. That imperceptible 
shift of weight from one foot to 
the other, the lightest of leanings 
left, right, forward, backwards, 
the muscle movements so 
minuscule they wouldn’t even 
register in the mind. Well, on 
crossing from the flexible 
forties into the fixed-gear 
fifties, such actions somehow 
became a lot more exaggerated, 
a lot less natural, and, alas, 
totally uncool.  

If you have ever driven past the 
Octogenarian Hula-Hooping 
Club’s Friday Afternoon Open-
Air Session, you will get a 
vague illustration of what I 
looked like on a skateboard.

Not dissimilar, one might 
reflect, if one were to watch the 
video footage, to how I looked 
on the dance floor in the last 
hour of my daughter’s wedding.

I did TRY to welcome the fifties 
in with open arms but decided to 
abandon them and return to the 
loving arms of being forty-
something when they failed to 
deliver on their promises. 

The Mid-Life Crisis, for one 
thing. It just didn’t arrive.

I had been assured that within 
weeks of reaching the big Five 
O, I would be driving a 
convertible Pontiac Firebird 
with the latest song pumping 
through the expensive sound 

system, sporting a black leather 
jacket and an impressive mat of 
c h e s t  h a i r  ( w i t h  a n  
accompanying gold medallion) 
and be surrounded by a bevy of 
beautiful maidens half my age 
queuing up to be seen with me. 

Well … that didn’t happen. 

It didn’t even half happen.

I remember staring at the mirror 
in the first week of my fifties 
(before voluntarily turning back 
to my forties), wondering out 
loud what it would take to kick-
start the M-LC process (and 
perhaps even the 1200cc Harley-
Davidson Motorcycle it would 
deliver). 

“Perhaps I could have my hair 
coloured?” I sighed.

“Which one?” said Mrs Ed, 
rudely barging me aside so she 
could pluck her monobrow to a 
style less reminiscent of a 
werewolf. 

And now, here I am, rapidly 
sliding down the last slope of my 
double decade of forties, into my 
sixties.

“How do people cope?” I asked 
Mrs Ed at a particularly low 
moment last night, hoping I 
might somehow benefit from the 
centuries of ancient knowledge 
contained in dragon DNA 
f l o w i n g  t h r o u g h  h e r  
bloodstream “Are there support 
groups?”

“Well,” she said, “The thing with 
age is it is what it is. You have to 
make the most of it and be happy 
with what you’ve already got.” 

Thinking about it, perhaps it’s 
one of those rare moments when 
she’s actually right. 

Perhaps the old EDGEMobile is 
a  b e t t e r  o p t i o n  t h a n  a  
convertible, especially now my 
head is somehow far more 
susceptible to sunburn.

And I DO have the company of 
the MOST beautiful young 
maiden. She’s only three and has 
to sit safely strapped in her car 
seat at the back, but she doesn’t 
seem to mind that her grandad’s 
hair is somewhere between 
white and grey, or that the old 
sound system still isn’t working.

Because we sing. Not the latest 
hits - mostly Postman Pat, I 
D o n ’ t  K n o w  W h y  S h e  
Swallowed a Fly, and (for 
educational reasons, of course) 
The Best of The Beatles.

We’d be mad if we didn’t

Call or 
WhatsApp Message

FROZEN BASES 
AVAILABLE FROM 
SPAR AND FLOREER 

WHATSAPP FOR LATEST
 MENU AND ORDERS
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A petition calling on Knysna 
Municipality to urgently 
rehabilitate and resurface roads 
across the village is circulating 
around Sedgefield gathering 
signatures.

Addressed to Executive Mayor 
Councillor Thando Matika, 
Acting Municipal Manager Boy 
Manqoba Ngubo, and Shaun 
Maree,  the municipal i ty’s  
manager responsible for roads, 
t ransport ,  s tormwater  and 
building maintenance, the petition 
states that a substantial proportion 
of Sedgefield’s roads have 
deteriorated to the point where 
they require proper repair, 
rehabilitation or resurfacing, 
rather than continued patching of 
individual potholes.

Residents responsible for the 
petition say that temporary repairs 
frequently fail after significant 
rainfall, resulting in potholes 
reopening and requiring repeated 
attention. According to the 
petition, this approach creates 
inconvenience, increases vehicle 
maintenance costs and presents 
safety risks to motorists, cyclists 
and pedestrians.

The condition of the roads, they 
say, also reflects poorly on 
Sedgefield as an important 
tourism destination, the petition 
states.

The petition asks the municipality 
why proper road resurfacing has 
been neglected for so many years 
and how money collected through 
rates and taxes is being allocated 

towards road maintenance.

Residents also want to know why 
Sedgefield has apparently not 
received the level of road 
rehabilitation they believe it 
deserves,  what  long-term 
maintenance programme is in 
place, and when meaningful 
resurfacing work can be expected 
to begin.

The petition calls on Knysna 
Municipality to:

Ÿ Conduct a comprehensive 
assessment of every road in 
Sedgefield, including a 
RAMS report and feedback 
on its findings.

Ÿ Publish a clear timetable for 
t h e  r e s u r f a c i n g  a n d  
rehabilitation of roads that 

have reached the end of their 
service life.

Ÿ Allocate sufficient funding 
f o r  p e r m a n e n t  r o a d  
rehabilitation instead of 
r e l y i n g  o n  r e p e a t e d  
temporary pothole repairs.

Ÿ Communicate openly with 
residents about budgets, 
priorities and implementation 
timelines.

T h e  p e t i t i o n  o r g a n i s e r s  
emphasise that residents and 
ratepayers have continued to 
meet their municipal obligations 
by paying rates and taxes. They 
are therefore calling on the 
munic ipa l i ty  to  meet  i t s  
corresponding responsibility to 

maintain public infrastructure to an 
acceptable standard.

The petition will include an 
annexure containing photographic 
evidence of the current condition 
of roads in Sedgefield Village and 
on The Island. The photographs are 
intended to document the extent of 
the damage and support residents’ 
ca l l  fo r  a  comprehens ive  
assessment  and  long- te rm 
rehabilitation programme.

Once signatures have been 
collected, the organisers will 
deliver the petition, requesting a 
wri t ten response from the 
municipality within 14 working 
days of receipt. The response is 
e x p e c t e d  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  

municipality’s plans, funding 
commitments and proposed 
implementation timetable.

Residents and ratepayers in 
Sedgefield who wish to support 
the petition may sign it at:  Flat 
Lizard, Harcourts, Macbutners, 
Remax, Pam Golding, Daily 
Grind, KW Eden, South Coast 
R e a l  E s t a t e ,  O n e  S t o p  
Workshop and Seeff.

The petition organisers have 
promised to ensure that their 
r e s p o n s e  f r o m  K n y s n a  
Municipality will be shared in 
the media.

Knysna Municipality’s Acting Municipal 
Manager (AMM) saga has shifted from open 
confrontation to a court-supervised process, 
with a settlement agreement now fixing 27 
August as the date on which MEC Anton Bredell 
must deliver a final response on whether he 
concurs with Boy Manqoba Ngubo’s contract 
extension.

In our last edition, we reported that Council had 
reaffirmed its 7 August resolution to extend 
Ngubo’s tenure for three months, despite the 
MEC’s written view that the appointment was 
unlawful without his concurrence (under section 
54A(2A) of the Municipal Systems Act), and after 
the Sheriff had served papers from the Province on 
the Council, its Speaker and Ngubo himself. 
Opposition councillors warned that taxpayers could 
end up paying to defend the councillors’ majority 
decision if the matter proceeded to a full hearing.

This week, the Municipality’s Communications 
Department said the matter had not been concluded. 
“Unfortunately, we will only have a clear indication 
of Mr Ngubo’s future on/after 27 August 2026. In 
terms of a court-agreed settlement agreement, the 
Municipality was required to provide the MEC for 
Local Government in the Province with a 
motivation for the contract extension, whereafter 

the MEC must provide a final response regarding 
concurrence on 27 August.

The arrangement effectively pauses the immediate 
threat of a High Court showdown while placing the 
decision squarely in the MEC’s hands. If Bredell 
grants concurrence, Ngubo’s position as AMM is 
regularised for the remainder of the three-month 
period. If he refuses, Council will again face the 
choice of appointing a different lawful acting 
manager or preparing to litigate - with the risk of 
personal cost orders for councillors who persist 
with an appointment the Province deems invalid.

The outcome will clearly have practical 
implications for processes which may have been 
stalled due to this leadership uncertainty, as well as  
day-to-day administrative stability in a 
municipality already under pressure from 
service-delivery complaints and recent political 
violence. Knysna residents and ratepayers will be 
watching closely on 27 August to see whether the 
Province’s response brings clarity, or merely the 
next chapter in a protracted leadership crisis.

Meanwhile, the Municipal Manager Dr Lulamile 
Mapholoba has remained suspended as Municipal 
Manager for six months and 20 days, on full pay, 
with no public update on the status of his 
disciplinary case. 



7 x 2 
R1008

PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR 
NEWLY HATCHED
TORTOISES
CROSSING OUR ROADS

             ISSUE  747  26 August 2026           Page 4    THE EDGE      

079 910 5398 

• Garden Services
• Organic Gardening

Consultations

by  Slade West

by  Slade West

Basic Lawn Care 101

    PLEASE LOOK OUT

FOR TORTOISES

CROSSING THE ROADS

PODCAST QR CODE

ready bricks

boms working on

SEDGEFIELD’S EXPERT-LED ENVIRONMENTAL
FORUM MAKES PUBLIC DEBUT

Our Ocean Heritage Event - Youth Day 16 June

In Contemplation of Nature

Send your ‘Spotted’ pics to editor@edgenews.co.za
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Slade 060 907 3845

The Garden Route is facing an 
environmental  cr i s i s  o f  
a l a r m i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  v e t e r a n  
environmental manager Dr 
Guy Preston who recently 
visited the region following 
recent extreme weather events.

“After seeing conditions on the 
ground, Preston expressed deep 
concern at the extent of invasive 
alien plants (IAPs), describing 
their prevalence in the Garden 
Route as among the worst in the 
country,” says Cobus Meiring of 
the Garden Route Environmnetal 
Forum (GREF).

His warning carries particular 
weight. Dr Preston is renowned 
for spearheading South Africa’s 
ambitious invasive alien plant 
control programme. As former 
Director of Natural Resource 
Management Programmes in the 
Depa r tmen t  o f  Fo res t ry,  
Fisheries and Environmental 
Affairs, he was instrumental in 
establishing and driving the 
Working for Water, Working for 
Wetlands and Working on Fire 
Programmes.

These programmes became 
internationally recognised for 
combining environmental  
restoration with job creation and 
skills development. At its peak 
the combined budget for these 
initiatives ran into billions of 
rand and created thousands of 
jobs across South Africa.

During his Garden Route tour, 
P r e s t o n  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  
enormous risks posed by the 
unchecked spread of invasive 
vegetation. The problem, he 
stressed, extends far beyond the 
loss of indigenous plants and 
biodiversity.

Dense stands of invasive alien 
v e g e t a t i o n  c r e a t e  l a rg e  
quantities of combustible 
b i o m a s s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
increasing the risk of severe and 
destructive wildfires.

At the same time, invasive plants 
th rea ten  b iodivers i ty  by  
displacing indigenous species 
a n d  d i s r u p t i n g  n a t u r a l  
ecosystems.

Water resources are also under 
pressure. Invasive alien plants 
can consume substant ia l  
amounts of water, particularly in 
catchments, while their spread 
can affect streamflow and 
reduce the availability of water 
f o r  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  
communities.

Preston also warned of damage 
to rivers and degradation of 
natural infrastructure. Healthy 
catchments, wetlands and river 
systems are essential to the 
functioning and resilience of the 
Garden Route ,  yet  their  
condition is being compromised 
by widespread invasions.

For the region, Preston’s 
assessment is a stark wake-up 
call. The Garden Route’s forests, 

rivers, wetlands, mountains and 
coastal ecosystems represent an 
invaluable natural asset, but their 
resilience cannot be taken for 
granted.

His visit underlined the need for 
u rg en t ,  co o r d in a t ed  an d  
sustained action involving 
government, municipalities, 
landowners ,  conservat ion 
organisations and communities.
The success of Working for 
Water demonstrated what can be 
achieved when invasive alien 
plants are treated as a major 
environmental and economic 
priority. GREF believes these 
lessons should inform a renewed 
effort to protect and restore the 
Garden Route before the costs of 
inaction become even greater.

T h e  G a r d e n  R o u t e  
Environmnetal Forum (GREF) is 
a  p u b l i c  p l a t f o r m  f o r  
environmental managers and 
serves as a climate change think- 
tank.
 (www.grefecsf.co.za)

For Immediate Release
17 August 2026

Cobus Mering, Chairperson of 
the Garden Route Environmental 

Forum with Dr Guy Preston.

N A T U R E  D O E S N ’ T  
F O L L O W  O U R  
BOUNDARIES

A different way of thinking 
about our landscape

This is the first in a three-part 
series exploring ecological 
corridors and why connected 
natural landscapes matter to 
Sedgefield's future.

Sedgefield is fortunate to be 
surrounded by an extraordinary 
natural landscape. The Swartvlei 
estuary, wetlands, coastal dunes, 
forests, fynbos and other natural 
areas are not simply beautiful 
places that happen to surround 
our town. Together, they form a 
living system that supports an 
extraordinary variety of plants 
and animals.

But we often forget something 
important: nature does not 
recognise the boundaries we 
have created.

A bushbuck does not know 
where one property ends, and 
another begins. A tortoise does 
not recognise a municipal 
boundary. Birds, insects, frogs 
and small mammals need to 
move between places where 
they feed, find shelter, breed and 
access water.

For wildlife, a landscape is not a 
collection of separate pieces. It 
is a network of connected 
habitats.

W h e n  n a t u r e  b e c o m e s  
fragmented

As towns grow and landscapes 
change, natural areas can 
gradually become isolated. 

Roads, fences, buildings, cleared 
l and  and  o the r  fo rms  o f  
development can create barriers 
between habitats that were once 
connected.

A small patch of natural vegetation 
may still look healthy. Still, if it 
becomes isolated from other 
suitable habitats, it can become 
increasingly difficult for plants 
and animals to survive there in the 
long term.

This is where the idea of an 
ecological corridor comes in.

In simple terms, an ecological 
corridor is a natural or semi-
natural area that helps connect 
otherwise separated habitats. It 
gives animals opportunities to 
move, plants to spread, and 
ecological processes to continue 
across the landscape.

The principle is straightforward: 
connected nature is generally 
more resilient than isolated 
fragments. It is an idea that goes 
beyond conservation.

The thinking behind ecological 
corridors is not new. More than 50 
years ago, American landscape 
architect and author Ian McHarg 
c h a l l e n g e d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
approaches to development 
through his influential book 
Design with Nature, published in 
1969.

McHarg argued that we should 
first understand how a landscape 
works before deciding what we 
can build or change within it. 
Factors such as geology, soil, 
water, climate, vegetation and 
wildlife should help determine 
where development is appropriate 
and where the natural environment 
should take precedence.

He called for an approach in which 
people work with natural systems 
rather than continually trying to 

o v e r c o m e  t h e m .  H i s  
philosophy can be summed 
up in a simple principle: 
follow nature’s lead in design.

What does this mean for 
Sedgefield?

Sedgefield is a particularly 
interesting example because 
the town sits where different 
natural systems meet. The 
estuary, wetlands, coastal 
areas, forests, and other 
habitats are interconnected in 
ways that are not always 
obvious when we look at the 
landscape through the lens of 
roads, property boundaries, 
and development.

The challenge is not simply to 
protect individual areas of 
natural vegetation. It is to 
understand how those areas 
fit together.

Where are the important 
connections? Which areas 
allow wildlife to move 
between habitats? Where are 
the gaps? Which connections 
could become increasingly 
important as development 
and other pressures increase?

These questions lie at the 
heart of the ecological 
corridor concept, leading to a 
bigger question about how we 
plan Sedgefield's future.

D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
conservat ion are of ten 
presented as opposing forces: 
either we protect nature, or we 
allow the town to grow. But 
perhaps there is another way 
of looking at the issue.

What if we first understand 
the natural landscape and its 
limits, and then use that 
knowledge to guide where 
and how development takes 
place? 

This will help us recognise 
that the natural systems 
around us are part  of  
Sedgefield's infrastructure 
too. They provide habitat, 
regulate  water,  reduce 
erosion, support biodiversity 
and  con t r ibu te  to  the  
l a n d s c a p e  t h a t  m a k e s  
Sedgefield such a desirable 
place to live and visit.

Ecological corridors are not 
only about conservation. 
They reflect a broader change 
in how we think about our 
relationship with nature.

Instead of seeing natural areas 
as empty spaces waiting to be 
developed, we can begin to 
see them as functioning parts 
of a larger system that 
supports both wildlife and 
people.

D e v e l o p e r s  a n d  l o c a l  
authorities cannot simply ask: 
“What can we build here?”

It should rather be: “How can 
we develop Sedgefield 
w i t h o u t  b r e a k i n g  t h e  
connections that keep the 
landscape healthy?”

Look out for our next article 
to find out why connected 
landscapes are important.

VACANCY
Drie Valleyen Opportunity: 
Assistant Reserve Manager

We seek a Nature and 
Wildlife Conservationist 
with a practical farming 
background. 

Quiet, fit male 25 to 35 years 
old to live on property in 
cottage supplied.

Responsibilities include: 
Al ien Plant  Clearing,  
H a b i t a t  &  W i l d l i f e  
Management. Vehicle & 
Equipment  Operat ion ,  
General Maintenance, Site 
Security & Visitor Safety.

For full details sms your 
email name and address to 
082 500 2262

by Linda Evans

What began with one local 
r e s i d e n t ' s  w i s h  t o  s e e  
Sedgefield's broken and 
missing poles replaced has 
turned into a wonderful 
example of what can be 
achieved when people and 
organisations work together 
f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e i r  
community.

The idea was simple: replace the 
poles along the service roads, 
from one end of Sedgefield to the 
other. Turning that idea into 
reality, however, required 
funding, materials and, most 
importantly, people willing to 
put in the hard work.

The funding came through the 
generous sponsorship of Select 
PPE, a Johannesburg-based 
company whose management 
team includes a longstanding 
resident of Sedgefield. Over the 
past three years, Select PPE has 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  
community projects, helping 
make initiatives such as the 
Children's Library, paving at the 
park, and the ongoing work at the 
Sedgefield Clinic and Equitable 
Route possible.

With funding secured and the 
supplier in place, the next 
challenge was labour. That is 
where Rethea and the AfriForum 
team stepped in. Having already 
demonstrated their commitment 
to the Sedgefield community, 
they were quick to get behind the 
initiative and turn the plans into 
action.

The first phase saw 200 poles 
installed over several weeks. 
Then came the second phase: 
approximately 350 poles and 

upr ights .  This  t ime,  the  
AfriForum team really put their 
s h o u l d e r s  t o  t h e  p o l e s ,  
c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  
installation in just two weeks.

That is a  whole lot of poles – and 
certainly no small undertaking!
Beyond the numbers, the project 
is about much more than 
replacing old or missing 
infrastructure. The poles form 
part of the everyday appearance 
and functionality of Sedgefield, 
and restoring them helps create a 
village that feels more cared for, 
organised and welcoming. It is 
also a visible reminder that 
residents do not have to simply 
accept deterioration in their 
surroundings; with cooperation 
and determination, positive 
change is possible.

The project is a great example of 
the strength of collaboration. 
T h r o u g h  t h e  o n g o i n g  
partnership between AfriForum 
and Revive Sedgefield, both 
organisations continue to 
contribute their time, resources 

and energy towards making 
Sedgefield a better, safer and 
more cared-for village.

The Pole Initiative belongs to 
everyone who played a part. 
From the resident who had the 
original vision, to the sponsor 
who provided the funding, the 
supplier who provided the poles, 
and the team who put them in the 
ground, every contribution 
mattered.

Most importantly, the project 
shows what can happen when an 
idea is shared, support is offered 
and people are prepared to roll 
up their sleeves and do the work.
With Revive Sedgefield and 
AfriForum continuing to work 
side by side for the benefit of the 
village, the Pole Initiative is 
another great example of 
community spirit in action.

One thing is for sure: when a 
community stands together, 
great things can happen  – one 
pole at a time.
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Seven months after the 
murder of former Plettenberg 
Bay detective Anneke "Nicky" 
van Heerden, the case against 
her alleged killer – 53-year-old 
driftwood artist and former 
Sedgefield resident Bevan van 
Druten – has once again been 
put on hold, this time until 28 
September.

Van Druten appeared briefly in 
the Plettenberg Bay Magistrate's 
Court on Monday 17 August, 
where the court was told he is 
still waiting for a bed at 
Valkenberg Psychiatric Hospital 
in Cape Town so that his court-
ordered psychiatric assessment 
can be carried out. That 
assessment must be completed 
before the matter can proceed 
any further.

There has at least been some 
movement on the waiting list. At 
his previous appearance Van 
Druten was number 39 in the 
queue; the court was told on 
Monday that he is now number 
26. To put that in perspective, in 
March – when he was number 60 
– the defence warned that at the 
rate the list was moving it could 
take up to a year for the 
evaluation to be completed, 
while the State countered that 
most new cases requiring 

evaluation are placed at around 
number 200 or higher.

The defence did not oppose 
Monday ' s  pos tponemen t  
pending bed placement, and the 
court also confirmed the State's 
undertaking to hand the 
outstanding video material to 
the defence by 28 August. Van 
Druten remains in custody. The 
matter returns to court on 28 
September, again for bed 
placement and the psychiatric 
assessment.

The delays have not gone 
unnoticed by those closest to the 
case. Days before the August 
appearance, Van Heerden's 
family went public with their 
concern that the drawn-out 
investigation could ultimately 
jeopardise the prosecution if it 
continues to drag on.

Van Druten’s alleged attack and 
murder of his girlfriend at the 
beginning of the year made 
national media.  According to a 
SAPS report, Van Heerden's 
fatally injured body was found 
at approximately 22:30 on 18 
January at Keurbooms Beach 
n e a r  R i v e r t i d e s ,  a f t e r  
neighbours reported hearing a 
woman screaming. She was 
lying beside a vehicle registered 

to Van Druten, who was 
arrested the following morning 
and charged with her murder. 
The two had recently begun a 
romantic relationship, and she 
had reportedly introduced him 
to her family earlier that same 
weekend as "the man of my 
dreams".

Van Druten, who moved from 
Sedgefield to Plettenberg Bay 
some years ago, faces a 
Schedule 6 murder charge  
meaning he would have to 
prove exceptional circum-
stances to be released on bail. 
He has since also been charged 
with two counts of assault with 
intent to cause grievous bodily 
harm over an alleged incident 
while in custody at Knysna 
prison, charges which have 
been added to the murder 
matter. He has yet to plead.

His court journey has been 
anything but straightforward. 
He was first charged on 21 
January. A bail hearing set 
down for 26 January collapsed 
when his attorney, Carl Jeppe, 
declined to represent him and 
he requested a state-appointed 
Legal Aid attorney, prompting 
Magistrate Zukiswa Hans to 
postpone proceedings. Outside 
court that day, protesters 

“The Munic ipal i ty  of  
Knysna on this significant 
day of celebrating the life 
and times of our late iconic 
President Nelson Rolihlahla 
Mandela, hereby dedicates 
itself to the building of an 
affordable housing unit for 
your benefit as well as your 
household members. This is 
in recognition of our 
primary objective as a 
Municipality to contribute to 
the dignity and affirmation 
of your development and 
sustainable livelihood in a 
s a f e  a n d  s e c u r e  
environment.”

This was the Mandela Day 
promise made to Angeline 
A r m o e d ,  a  5 8 - y e a r - o l d  
grandmother whose family had 
for years suffered extremely 
hard times. 

It was a day of celebration 
indeed - with so many Municipal 
dignitaries on hand at the open 
piece of land on Rooikrans 
Avenue in Smutsville, taking full 
ad v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  p h o to  
opportunity (in hard hats and 
all!). And of course there were 
crowds of community members 
there to commemorate the 
h i s t o r i c  m o m e n t  o f  a n  
impoverished family being 
uplifted  … 

But that was 2,596 days (or 7 
years 1 month, and 8 days) ago, 
and since then NOTHING has 
happened. No groundbreaking, 
no foundations laid, not a single 
brick on the site.

Nothing. Nix. Nada.

At the ripe age of 64, Mrs 
Armoed along with her family 
are still waiting for construction 
of her promised Mandela Day 
home to commence. Or indeed 
some sign of commitment that 
the Municipality intends to 
honour the promise it made on 
that glorious day in 2019.

Community leader Freegan 
Galant has been trying for years 
to alleviate the dire living 
conditions the widow and her 

family have had to endure. He 
says Mrs Armoed and her 
family have all but lost hope of 
having their own home.  

B a c k  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  a t  t h e  
ce remonia l ‘handover ’ (o f  
nothing but a piece of paper, as it 
turned out), Angeline was 
described as the ideal person to 
receive a new house. Annie 
Brinkhuis, who held the Human 
Settlements portfolio on the 
local Ward Committee, reported 
that Angeline had been a 
‘backyard dweller’ since her 
husband died in 2002, and that 
she and her children had battled 
to make ends meet since then. 
“She was actually on the list to 
receive one of the first RDP 
h o u s e s  i n  t h e  l a t e  
nineties,”Annie said,“But 
somehow her name got shifted 
off and she lost out.” 

Further, a spokesperson for 
Knysna Municipality had 
confirmed that the family’s 
vulnerability made them “the 
perfect recipient of this housing 
opportunity.”

But once the pomp and 
ceremony were over, absolutely 
no th ing  happened .  Th i s  
‘vulnerable family’ was once 
again abandoned by the system.

In 2020 we inquired why 
nothing had been done in the 
year since the ceremonial day, 

and the official explanation 
from the Municipality was that 
the private construction 
company Nyameko Trading 
618CC had withdrawn from the 
project  due to capaci ty 
constraints. “Notwithstanding 
this unfortunate setback, the 
Municipality has looked at 
other scenarios which will now 
see the construction of the 
h o u s e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
Sedgefield infill project which 
is in its planning stage,” they 
said …  

… Six years ago.

And still today Mrs Armoed has 
to use what little money she has 
to pay rent for a small, cramped 
space for her extended family to 
live in. 

“I visited her yesterday,” 
Galant confirmed, “And when 
this started she was facing 
severe challenges with access 
to  water and sanitation. She is 
older now and yet still has to go 
out at night for the toilet or to 
fetch water. It is heartbreaking  
to see an elderly lady  living in 
such conditions. It’s as if the 
municipality doesn’t even have 
a housing department.”

W e  h a v e  a s k e d  t h e  
Municipality if there is any 
update on Mrs Armoed’s 
promised home and there has 
been no further update.

gathered with placards reading 
"No Bail, Only Jail" and "Justice 
for Alaska" – a reference to Van 
Heerden's nickname.

Bail proceedings resumed on 29 
January before Magistrate 
Stephan Lourens, with the State 
opposing release and applying 
for Van Druten to be sent to 
Valkenberg for observation. On 
6 February the court granted that 
application – unopposed by the 
defence – and Van Druten 
abruptly abandoned his bail bid 
altogether,  handing up a 
handwritten statement in which 
he described himself as the 
Archangel Michael and Van 
Heerden as Jesus Christ. Since 
then the matter has been 
postponed repeatedly – on 6 
March, 7 April, 7 May (when he 
failed to appear at all) and 24 
June, largely while waiting for 
cellphone data and a Valkenberg 
bed. 

In late June he replaced his Legal 
Aid attorney with advocate Peter 
Daubermann, and the court ruled 
that no further postponements 
for investigation would be 
granted.

Mrs Armoed’s current house

A FORGOTTEN PROMISE

 VAN DRUTEN MURDER CASE UPDATE 



Weekly

Every Monday
1:30pm Duplicate Bridge at 
Catholic Church hall.  Enquiries 
(Whatsapp) to Toni  072 246 5024

Every 2nd Monday
2pm  Sedgefield Art Society meet 
at the Lions Club. New members 
are welcome. Pasty  - 073 256 6021

Sedgefield Cycling Club. Training 
and social rides from Cycleworx. 
For ride schedules contact  
044-343 1710 or 083 357 9999.

G R Astronomical Society meet  
every 3rd Saturday at 3pm at the 
George Botanical Gardens. 083 
743 1690

_________________________

__________________________

_________________________

__________________________

Wednesdays

5:15pm Sedgefield Striders 
Walking / Running time trials on 
road adjacent to Bowls Club. 
Beginners welcome.

Thursdays
8 for 9am Sedge Gentlemen’s 
Golf @ The Links 
9:30-12. Every 1st and 3rd 
Thursday, the Pin Cushions meet 
at the Bowling Club. Quilting. 
Enq: Claudine 082 456 6055
1:15pm Social Bridge School at 
St Anthony’s Catholic Church hall  
with play starting at 1:30pm.  All 
levels are welcome. Enquiries: 
Gail 083 457 7647.

Fridays
8am Ladies Golf @ Links Course

Saturdays
7am  Eden Cycling Club Group 
Social outride departs Cycle 
Worx. All welcome.
8am-12  Wild Oats Community 
Farmers’ Market 
8 for 9am Saturday  Competition  
Golf @  Links Course
8am-2pm  Mosaic Market
8am-2pm Scarab Craft Market 

8 for 9am Golf Day @ The 
Links. All members welcome.

13:15pm Bowls. Tabs in
2:30pm Sedgefield Jukskei 
Group at Sedge Bowling Club. 
All welcome. Aniel 072 600 0722 

13:15pm Bowls. Tabs in.

Saturday
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Email letters to: editor@edgenews.co.za

Should your association, Charity or 
group have any forthcoming events 

please send us details so that we may 
publish them in our next issue!
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MASITHANDANE
NEW VEHICLE 
FUNDRAISER

 R320 000 
TARGET

R4 500

20 000

If you have a picture of  you and your copy of The Edge 
newspaper visiting faraway places, please send  them to 

editor@edgenews.co.za

WHERE IN 
THE WORLD IS 
YOUR EDGE ?

PODCAST QR CODE

‘In loving memory of Peter Birkett. He will be sorely 

missed by his wife Cathy, family and friends' 

SEDGEMEER
AGM

Astronomical Society

The next monthly meeting of 
GRASSA (Garden Route 
Centre of the Astronomical 
Society of Southern Africa) 
will be held on Saturday, the 
15th November 2025, at 
15h00  a t  t he  George  
Botanical Gardens. All are 
welcome. 

Contact Andre Bruton on 
WhatsApp on 083 743 1690 
or andre@grassa.org.za

Sunday 7 December 
8am-12 Gardeners and Crafters 
Market 

Sunday 14 December
8am-12 Car Boot Sale 

 at Steam Whistle Stop. 
072 487 0395

 at Steam 
Whistle Stop. 072 487 0395

Sunday 6 September  
8am-12 Gardeners and Crafters 
Market 

Sunday 13 September
8am-12 Car Boot Sale 

 at Steam Whistle Stop. 
072 487 0395

 at Steam 
Whistle Stop. 072 487 0395

Every 3rd Saturday
3pm G R Astronomical 
Society meet  at the 
George Botanical 
Gardens. 083 743 1690
____________________

Sunday 10 May
8am-12 Car Boot Sale  at Steam 
Whistle Stop. 072 487 0395

In Loving Memory of
Marie Dale

14.07.1941 - 26.12.2025

In Loving Memory of
 

In Loving Memory of
 LINDSAY ANN PAGE

3.6.1936 - 27.9.2025

28/3/1946 - 9/4/2026

Registered with 

Ratepayers

OBIT REG

From Sedgefield 
Ratepayers Association

In Loving Memory of
 REG LAMBIE 

28.3.1946 - 9.4.2026

If you have a picture of  you 
and your copy of The Edge 

newspaper visiting faraway 
places, please send  them to 

editor@edgenews.co.za

LOCAL PLUMBING & MAINTENANCE

072 033 5902

 R320 000
TARGET

R95 000

20 000

If you would like to donate
towards this worthy cause, 

the bank details  are as follows:

10 000

30 000

40 000

50 000

55 000

65 000
75 000

85 000

95 000
105 000

R40 000
Pledge by The Rotary 
Royal Vale Club in UK115 000

125 000

R25 000
Pledge by The Rotary 
Knysna Rotary Club

The Editor
Where do I start?  I would say 
our town is slowly going 
backwards. There is a very small 
group of people who are trying to 
do good, one of them being. 
Revive  Sedgefield. One of their 
projects on which they spent 
thousands of rands, was fixing  
up the park which is now a pond 
of sewage which smells. This 
started just before the rains and I 
had reported it to the powers that 
be. We then had no power which 
made it worse as it was gravity 
feeding to the park. It has now 
been more than two weeks.
They might do something about 
the sewage when people get 
really sick or die from it and then 
it is way too late. This has been 
going on for many years and it is 
just getting worse. The water 
treatment plant with the 
preventative flood was up 
ground  we are now without 
water. They  could have done 
something by now but clearly 
not. With load shedding or no 

power, the generators could be 
placed higher up out of reach of 
the water in order to prevent this 
from happening, similarly with  
the pump stations. I think there 
are a lot of people that feel as I do. 
It is the counsellors that we voted 
in that do not care. We need to do 
something now so that we have 
the right people in place who will 
stand up and do something about 
it.  We need to keep highlighting 
these things in the news so that 
we can get our town back to a 
place that we can once again be 
proud.

WHERE IN THE WORLD
HAVE YOU GONE WITH 

YOUR EDGE?

135 000
145 000
150 000
160 000

R40 000
Donation

Yes - believe it or not, the 
countdown to Christmas has 
already started at the SAM 
Charity Shop, with the date 
for our pre-loved Christmas 
Decoration Fundraiser set for 
Sat 12 Dec 2026. You'll find 
bargains galore - from pre-
loved Christmas Trees, tinsel, 
baubles, lights, decorations, 
wreaths ,  tablecloths  to  
Christmas hats, stockings and 

gift bags. 

And why are we already telling 
you all this in July? Well … 
We'd love any pre-loved 
Christmas Decorations that you 
may be willing to part with to 
m a k e  t h i s  a  C h r i s t m a s  
Fundraiser to celebrate! 

So … First Donate, then SAVE 
THE DATE: Sat 12 Dec 2026 

Rondevlei Learning Centre has broken ground on a new 
student garden — a space where children will build, plant, and 
harvest their own vegetable beds. All produce will go home 
with them or be sold for their profit, teaching both food 
security and entrepreneurship.

We're looking for passionate gardeners to spend a little time each 
week teaching organic gardening and sharing their love for 
growing food. The skills the students will gain are enormous and 
lifechanging.

If you enjoy children, love growing vegetables, and want to make 
a difference, join us in cultivating knowledge, confidence, and 
healthy futures.
Contact Vinessa 084 443 2872

The Pincushion 
Quilt group in 
S e d g e f i e l d  
recently made a 
beautiful quilt for  
charity. 

Left to right: Gill 
Cel l ie rs ,  Sanet  
Ferreira, Annette 
S p r u l e s ,  R i t a  
Coetzee, Wendy 
Fryer and Jacky 
Weaver.

On Saturday, 15 
August 2026, the 
Outeniqua Quilt 
Guild in George 
handed the quilt 
o v e r  t o  J a c k y  
W e a v e r  f r o m  
Masithandane. 

Nikki Franceschi and her daughters Isabella and Sophia  
recently took their favourite community newspaper to the 

Iguazu Falls in Argentina.

by Patsy Scanes 

Sedgefield Art Society – Art, 
Creativity and Community
The Sedgefield Art Society 
would like to extend a warm 
thank you to Liz Hutton for a 
wonderful and inspiring 
workshop on the use of pastels. 
Members thoroughly enjoyed 
the session and had the 
opportunity to explore this 
versatile medium.

Congratulations to Barry 
Malin, who received the prize 
for his beautiful pastel art 
piece. Well done, Barry – may 
this be the first of many!

There is plenty happening in 
the local art community, and art 
lovers are reminded that the 
Melodrama is currently taking 

place, offering a wonderful 
opportunity to bid on your 
favourite artwork. Several 
beautiful pieces donated by 
members of the Sedgefield Art 
Society will be on display, with 
proceeds going towards 
v a r i o u s  c h a r i t i e s .  We  
encourage everyone to go 

along, enjoy the art and 
support these worthwhile 
causes.

The Society also has a few 
ongoing exhibitions for art 
enthusiasts to enjoy. At 
Golem Pottery and Craft 
Studio on Main Service 
Road, the exhibition has 
recently been refreshed 
and features a selection of 
paintings inspired by the 

theme “Spring.” Pop in and 
enjoy the beautiful artwork 
while browsing the studio.

At Lake View Restaurant, the 
exhibition has also been 
refreshed, with some lovely 
paintings now adorning the 
walls. 

The next Sedgefield Art 
Society Pop-up Exhibition 
will take place next to 
Sotheby's on Saturday, 29 
August, from 08h00 to 13h00. 
There will be plenty of 
beautiful art to admire, and 
everyone is welcome. Art 

enthusiasts who would like to 
join the Society for a Plein Air 
painting session are also 
warmly invited to participate. 
Simply bring along your own 
art materials, enthusiasm and 
creativity – and get painting!

Members are also encouraged 
to start working on their next 
masterpiece for the Society's 
u p c o m i n g  N o v e m b e r  
competition. The theme will 
be “My Latest Masterpiece”, 
and there will be some 
fabulous prizes up for grabs. 
So, pick up those brushes, 
pencils or pastels and let your 
creativity flow!

The Sedgefield Art Society 
looks forward to welcoming 
all members, visitors and 
newcomers to the next 
meeting on 14 September at 
14h00 at the Lion's Hall.

Come along, meet fellow art 
enthusiasts ,  share  your  
creativity and enjoy an 
afternoon of art and friendship.
See you there!

Dear Editor 

I really enjoyed reading your 
latest issue. It had many 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e s  a n d  
advertisements, as well as very 
nice pictures. The layout was also 
very well organised.

I especially liked the article about 
the Sedgefield Primary hockey 
event, as I attended it myself. I 
thought it was very well written, 
and I liked the picture that was 
included. However, I do wish 
there had been more pictures in 
the issue.

I really love hockey, and I often 
wonder if Seabridge could start 
an under-11 hockey team. I 
would also love to see more 
in format ion  about  dance  
competitions in my area. My 
dance teacher, Roselle Laura, 
was recently featured in the 
paper, which I really enjoyed.

Thank you for all the work you 
do. I hope you will consider my 
suggestions, and I look forward 
to your reply.

Yours sincerely
Coeline
Seabridge School

Marlene van der Spuy took her Edge newspaper to 
Preskil Resort in Mauritius

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
 RLC : GROW WITH US!
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by Marietjie Digue

The Living Cornerstone 
hosted their 4th Annual 
Women's Day Celebration 
fundraising event on Saturday 
8 August 2026 in the Sedgefield 
Community Hall.

The arriving guests were greeted 
by staff with a welcome drink 
outside the Community Hall. It 
was an amazing sight to see all 
the ladies dressed for the 
occasion in anticipation of 
taking part in the planned 
activities.

Each lady received a unique 
“Goodie Tea Cup” filled with 
premium products before they 
entered the hall. At each seat they 
received a second “Goodie Bag”

The hostesses at each table went 
the extra mile and their table all 
looked stunning. Premium lucky 
draw prizes were in abundance. 
Amazing raffle prizes could be 
won and sought after items were 
auctioned.

The guests were entertained  
with amazing song and dance 
routines complimented by 
excellent sound and lighting.

Guest speakers captured the 
audience with the theme of “Her 
Story, His Strength” reminding 
the ladies that they must 
remember to celebrate their 
strength, grace and purpose every 
day, not only during Women's 
Month.

Diamonds and gold shone 
brightly making it was evident 
why this event has become one of 
the most popular Women's Day 
Events in the Garden Route.

The ladies used the opportunity 
to capture their memories in the 
decorated photo booth.

“As we look back at a year of 
challenges and many highlights, 

this was the perfect way to 
crown everyone who decided 
to walk alongside our 
organisation. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
every dedicated stakeholder, 
our committed staff, the 
s p o n s o r s  a n d  t h e  
ambassadors of The Living 
Cornerstone who made it 
possible to put together this 
event of a world class 
standard and to portray 
excellence in every way” 

Marietjie Digue
Facility Manager
The Living Cornerstone.

by Alvin Witten

Some things become part of a 
town's identity almost without 
u s  n o t i c i n g .  T h e y  a r e  
photographed, admired and 
walked past until they simply 
become part of the landscape.

Sedgefield's mosaic Volkswagen 
Beetle, affectionately known as 
the Love Bug, is one such icon. 
Positioned at the boat launch 
with the lagoon as its backdrop, it 
has become a favourite stop for 
visitors, who climb into the 
qu i rky  c rea t ion  for  tha t  
quintessent ia l  Sedgef ie ld  
photograph.

But years of enthusiastic use and 
exposure to the elements have 
taken their toll. Mosaic pieces 
have been damaged and the Love 
Bug is looking tired.

The story behind it is equally 
special. Unveiled in August 
2021, the Love Bug was the 
result of a collaboration between 
Masithandane, the Sedgefield 
Community Mosaic Project, 
Visit Knysna, the Sedgefield Art 
S o c i e t y  a n d  K n y s n a  
Municipality.

T h e  p r o j e c t  g r e w  f r o m  
Sedgefield's mosaic initiative, 
which began in 2008 as a skills-
development and job-creation 
programme, giving unemployed 
local people the opportunity to 
learn mosaic skills and develop 
potential income-generating 

opportunities.

Another much-loved 
landmark is the mosaic 
heart in the centre of 
town – a colourful 
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  
Sedgefield as a little 
town with a big heart. 
Like the Love Bug, it 
has become part of our 
visual identity, but both 
artworks now need 
attention.

This  deter iorat ion 
p r o m p t e d  K e v i n  
Barnes, Chairperson of 
t h e  S e d g e f i e l d  
Ratepayers Association (SRA), 
to suggest that the SRA 
cont r ibu te  towards  the i r  
restoration. The committee 
supported the proposal.

The contribution will help repair 
damaged mosaics and restore 
these two landmarks, but its 
significance goes beyond fixing 
broken tiles. It is an investment 
in the character and identity of 
Sedgefield.

The story of these mosaics 
reminds us what can happen 
when community organisations, 
artists, businesses, tourism 
bodies and local government 
work together. Collaboration has 
transformed artistic creativity 
in to  sk i l l s  deve lopment ,  
employment opportunities, 
tourism attractions and lasting 

There is something intriguing, 
and incredibly valuable, about 
small-town communities. 
They may be small in size, but 
they are often enormous in 
character, diversity and 
determination.

Sedgefield, one of the smaller 
towns along the Garden Route, 
is a community of remarkable 
diversity. We have young and 
old, wealthy and less privileged, 
permanent  res idents  and 
newcomers. Like many small 
towns, our demographics are 
changing rapidly.
But beneath all those differences 
is something that binds us 
together: a fierce commitment to 
the well being, functionality and 
future of our community.
And now Sedgefield has 
achieved something worth 
celebrating.
Revive Sedgefield is changing 
the physical landscape of our 
town to make it more accessible 
and inclusive for everyone.  A 
group of volunteers and 
committed people that decided 
to do something, together with 
individuals, numerous NPOs, 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s    
working tirelessly to make a 
difference. But there is an 
important distinction between 
doing good and doing well. 
Doing good is about responding 
to a need. Doing well is about 
creating something that lasts.
Perhaps the answer is for each of 
us to find the causes we believe 
in, support them wholeheartedly 
and help those organisations 
become sustainable enough to 
continue delivering meaningful 
change.
One organisation that has 
demonstrated what can happen 
when a community simply 
decides to get something done is 
Revive Sedgefield. Reviving 
more than the town's appearance
R e v i v e  S e d g e f i e l d  h a s  
developed a reputation for 
identifying meaningful projects 

t h a t  m i g h t  
otherwise remain 
overlooked by the 
m u n i c i p a l  
authorities and the 
ward councillors 
and then doing 
something about 
them.
Their focus has 
been  prac t ica l :  
i m p r o v e  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  
restore what has 
been neglected, 
repurpose spaces 
a n d  m a k e  
Sedgefield a better 
place. They do not 
operate  through poli t ical  
agendas. They simply get on 
with the work. And perhaps that 
is why their latest achievement 
deserves particular recognition.
Because this time, they have not 
simply changed how Sedgefield 
looks. They have changed how 
people are able to live, move and 
participate in it. The quiet 
revolution of accessibility. 
There are many people living in 
Sedgefield who experience 
mobility challenges. Some have 
acquired disabilities through 
life-changing injuries or medical 
events. Others are older residents 
for whom a wheelchair, walker 
or other mobility device has 
become essential to remaining 
independent and connected to 
their community.  For these 
people, something as ordinary as 
getting from a car to a shop, 
crossing a pavement or entering a 
public space can become a major 
obstacle.
For most of us, a kerb is simply a 
kerb. For someone using a 
wheelchair, it can be a wall. A 
pavement obstruction that most 
people walk around without 
thinking can become a barrier to 
independence.
Revive Sedgefield recognised 
this and took action. They 
surveyed the town, identified 
areas where accessibility needed 

to improve, raised funds, 
identified priority locations, and 
the relevant requirements and 
b e g a n  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  
environment.
The result is already visible: 
ramps, kerb cuts, designated 
wheelchair parking and clearer, 
obstacle-free pedestrian routes 
along parts of the retail area. 
These may appear to be 
relatively small changes but they 
are not. The measure of success 
is not what we see, it is what 
someone else can now do.
The most powerful thing about 
universal access is that, when it 
works, many people barely 
notice it.
That is precisely the point. A 
person who does not use a 
wheelchair can walk down a 
pavement without thinking 
about it. A person using a 
wheelchair notices every 
centimetre. A parent pushing a 
pram notices it. An older person 
using a walker notices it. 
Someone temporarily using 
crutches notices it.
Accessibility is therefore not 
about creating special privileges 
for a small group of people. It is 
about creating an environment 
in which more people can 
participate independently and 
with dignity.
And that is what Sedgefield is 

by Ari Seirlis

beginning to achieve. From the 
pavement to the beach
The story becomes even more 
exciting when accessibility 
extends beyond the retail strip. At 
P i l i P i l i ,  t h e  S e d g e f i e l d  
Ratepayers Association has 
made a beach wheelchair 
a v a i l a b l e ,  c r e a t i n g  a n  
opportunity for people with 
m o b i l i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  
experience the coastline in a way 
tha t  might  o therwise  be  
impossible. 
Think about what that means. 
A wheelchair user being able to 
move through town. 
A wheelchair user being able to 
park in a designated space. 
A wheelchair user being able to 
access a shop or business. And 
then being able to get onto the 
beach. These are not simply 
infrastructure improvements. 
They are opportunities to 
participate in community life.
The final barrier is waiting at the 
front door. There is, however, 
one important step still to take. 
The public environment can 
provide an accessible route to a 
business, but if the entrance to 
the shop remains inaccessible, 
the journey stops at the front 
door.
This is where the landlords and 
business owners in the retail area 
c a n  m a k e  a n  e n o r m o u s  
difference. A relatively small 
investment in creating barrier-
free entry from the pavement into 
individual premises could 
complete the final link in the 

chain. Accessible pavement → 

accessible parking → accessible 

entrance → accessible business.
That is how universal access 
becomes real. It is also an 
opportunity for local businesses 
to say something powerful about 
themse lves :  Everyone  i s  
welcome here.
Sedgefield should be proud of 
what is happening. Not because 
every barrier has been removed. 
It hasn't. Not because the work is 

finished. It isn't. But because a 
s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  s o m e t h i n g  
incredibly important: Change 
does not always have to start with 
a  m a s s i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  
programme.
Sometimes it starts with a group 
of people who look at their 
community and say: "We can 
make this better." Then they raise 
the money. They identify the 
need. They find the solutions. 
And they get on with it.
That is leadership. That is 
community. And that is inclusion 
in action. Revive Sedgefield has 
changed the physical landscape 
of this town in many ways.
But this project may ultimately 
prove to be one of the most 
meaningful. Because when you 
make a town accessible, you do 
more than construct a ramp or 
remove an obstacle. You give 
people back the freedom to move. 
You give them independence. 
You give them participation. 
And, perhaps most importantly, 
you give back dignity.

That is a powerful legacy. 
S e d g e f i e l d  n o w  h a s  a n  
opportunity to go further and 
become recognised as a genuine 
leader in universal access, not 
only within the Garden Route, 
b u t  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  f o r  
communities across the Western 
Cape and South Africa.
The challenge is now ours. 
Revive has opened the door. Now 
let the landlords, businesses, 
mun ic ipa l i ty,  communi ty  
organisations and residents walk 
through it together. Because a 
truly accessible Sedgefield is not 
just a better town for people with 
disabilities. It is a better town for 
everyone. And perhaps that is the 
greatest achievement of all.

Revive Sedgefield has just 
finished having 15 pavement 
r amps  ins ta l l ed  wi th  an  
additional pavement being added 
at the back of the Pick n Pay 
carpark.
They also had one of their 
committee mom's try out the new 
route. She also gave a thumbs up! 

community assets.

For the SRA, being part of the 
community means more than 
addressing rates, services and 
infrastructure. It also means 
caring for the places, stories and 
creative expressions that make 
Sedgefield special.

These are more than mosaics. 
They are pieces of Sedgefield's 
s t o r y  –  c r e a t e d  t h r o u g h  
collaboration and belonging, and 
enjoyed by residents and visitors 
alike.

If you would like to contribute 
towards the restoration of these 
shared  communi ty  gems,  
contributions are most welcome. 
Please contact Masithandane on 
044 343 2110. Every contribution 
will help preserve a little piece of 
what makes Sedgefield unique.



Index

Page 8   THE EDGE

NB.  Classified adverts for the next  
issue need to be in by Monday 7th 
September 2026. Emailed classies 

will not be placed without  payment
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LOST OR DESTROYED DEED

Notice is hereby given in terms of 
regulation 68 of the Deeds 
Registries Act, 1937, of the intention 
to apply for the issue of a certified 
copy of Deed of Transfer Number 
T44284/2011 passed by:
The Executors in the Estate Late 
CHRISTINA MEINTJES, Estate 
Number 11100/2010 in favour of 
ADANNA EKSTEEN, Identity 
Number 500219 0004 086, Married 
out of community of property in 
respect of certain ERF 1021 
S E D G E F I E L D ,  I N  T H E  
MUNICIPALITY AND DIVISION OF 
KNYSNA, PROVINCE OF THE 
WESTERN CAPE which has been 
lost or destroyed.

All interested persons having 
objection to the issue of such copy 
are hereby required to lodge the 
same in writing with the Registrar 
of Deed at Western Cape, Floor 4, 
Information Desk, 2 Riebeek 
Street, Foreshore, Cape Town 
within two weeks from the date of 
publication of this notice.

Dated at SEDGEFIELD this 17th 
day of AUGUST 2026

Applicant: A EKSTEEN
A d d r e s s :  c / o  K N O E T Z E  
ATTORNEYS 
Shop 2, The House, Mosaic 
Village, Sedgefield, 6573
E-mail address: 
chimone@knoetze-law.co.za
Contact number: 083 395 9632
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SCOUTING FOR FIRST AID

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN DECEASED ESTATES 

Attorneys, Conveyancers
& Deceased Estates

 ORDAAN

VAN WYK INC.

JORDAAN, VAN WYK ATTORNEYS INC.
65 MAIN ROAD, SEDGEFIELD, 6573.
Email: estates@jvwlaw.co.za
Tel: 044 343 2126
Executor: Anton Jordaan

Estate Number: 011435/2026
Surname:     JOHNSON                 
First Names: ORME CLARKSON 
Date of birth:  1944-06-13
ID Number:  440613 5042 088
Last Address:  230 Earls Court, 
Airways Road, GEORGE 6572 

 Western Cape
Date of death:   2026-03-16

All persons having claims against 
the abovementioned Estate are 
required to lodge their claims with 
the undersigned within 30 days 
from the date of the publication of 
this advertisement.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN DECEASED ESTATES 

Attorneys, Conveyancers
& Deceased Estates

 ORDAAN

VAN WYK INC.

JORDAAN, VAN WYK ATTORNEYS INC.
65 MAIN ROAD, SEDGEFIELD, 6573.
Email: estates@jvwlaw.co.za
Tel: 044 343 2126
Executor: Anton Jordaan

Estate Number: 011848/2026
Surname:      SCHOO                 
First Names:   ERIC 
Date of birth:   1942-09-19
ID Number:   420919 5078 087
Last Address:  16 Fisant Street, 
Sedgefield, 6573, Western Cape
Date of death:   2026-04-11

All persons having claims against 
the abovementioned Estate are 
required to lodge their claims with 
the undersigned within 30 days 
from the date of the publication of 
this advertisement.

The Sedgefield Wine Tasters 
Circle recently celebrated its 
30th anniversary 

, marking a 
milestone in the club's long 
tribute to the South African 
wine-making tradition.

Founder Alf Stuart, pulled out 
from retirement, provided the 
celebratory Cap Classique, and 
shared humorous stories from 
the club's history, including 
early membership limits, a fiery 
street-fighter debate, and 
memorable club tours.

The Circle has tried and tested 
an estimated two thousand 
(2,000) bottles of mainly South 
African wines over the years. In 
the beginning, Alf related, 
enthusiasm was high and 
SWTC's membership so popular 
that it swelled to 48 with a 
further 24 on a waiting list. This 
led to some unhappy aspirants.

and 2,000 
bottles of history

One applicant became so 
annoyed with waiting that he 
told Alf in no uncertain terms 
“to stuff your wine tasting 
anywhere you like”. 

Today, only two of the original 
members are still active in the 
club, Rita Walden and Judy 
Dixon .  Othe r  long- t ime  
members are Bernard and 
Paddy Sheridan, and honourary 
SWTC members Bob and 
Elaine Dudley, who got a 
special mention for their 
considerable contributions to 

the tasting evenings.

While enjoying the company of 
old and new members as well as 
the wines and snacks festively 
decorated by the SWTC 
committee, old experiences 
were recalled. These ranged 
from a tasting battle between 
South African and Australian 
wines to the memory of a SWTC 
tour where one member dozed 
off in a wine cellar, lulled to 
sleep by shiraz and the soft 
velvety embrace of cabernet.

Knysna Municipality are 
pleased to announce that 
Knysna’s water restriction 
level has been reduced from 
Level 4 to Level 2. This 
relaxation is a direct result of 
the continued improvement 
and maintenance of our 
water reticulation system.

U n d e r  L e v e l  2  w a t e r  
restrictions:
Municipal potable water is 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  h u m a n  
consumption and business use. 

A new children's home 
planned for Knysna has 
secured the property it 
needs and is now turning its 
attention to community 
input, renovations, long-
t e r m  f u n d i n g  a n d  
community support.

Eden House, a non-profit 
project aimed at helping 
abused,  neglected and 
orphaned children, has raised 
the full R2.75 million 
required to purchase the 
property it has earmarked for 
the home.

The final contribution came 
from the Round Table of 
Knysna, which donated R65 
000 towards the campaign. 
The donation enabled Eden 
House to reach its property 
target before the deadline and 
marked an important step 
towards establishing the new 
home.

The organisation says Eden 
House is being created for 
children who cannot safely 
remain in their family homes 
due to abuse, neglect or other 
unsafe circumstances. With its 
vision to offer more than 
temporary shelter, the home 
will provide stability, care and 
support in an environment 
where children can begin to 
heal and develop a sense of 
belonging. And in the long 
term – to help alleviate crime 
and youth unemployment by 
providing practical training in 
collaboration with other local 
service providers, so that when 
children leave the home they 
have the necessary skills to 
support healthy, contributing 
lives. 

T h e  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  
deliberately structured around 
s t rong governance  and  
accountability. Its team 
i n c l u d e s  p e o p l e  w i t h  
exper ience  in  f inance ,  
p s y c h o l o g y,  b u s i n e s s ,  
hospitality, education and 
organisational development. 
All  directors and team 
members currently serve 
voluntarily and receive no 
r e m u n e r a t i o n  o r  
reimbursement for their time 
or expenses.

The home is planned to 
accommodate up to 30 
children between the ages of 
two and 18, with separate 
living arrangements for boys 
and girls. The identified 
property offers space and 
greenery and is close to 
schools.

Care will focus on children's 
physical and emotional well-
being, while also encouraging 
education, sport, arts and 
participation in the wider 
community. The project's 
longer-term plans include 
skills development in areas 
such as technology, hospitality 
and artisan trades, helping 
p r e p a r e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  
adulthood.

The need for additional care 
facilities has become even 
more apparent following the 
closure of Dorothy Broster 
Child and Youth Care Centre 
in November 2025. The long-
standing Knysna facility had 

p r o v i d e d  a  h o m e  f o r  
vulnerable children, but faced 
serious financial, operational 
and compliance challenges. 
Reports at the time indicated 
that children were being 
placed in alternative facilities, 
foster families or relatives. 

Eden House says there are 
limited options available to 
social workers when children 
need to be removed from 
unsafe homes urgently. Its 
latest newsletter states that the 
waiting list for children's 
homes, when last checked, 
included hundreds of children.
The purchase of the property 
is, only the beginning. Eden 
H o u s e  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  
approximately R1.9 million 
will be needed to reconfigure 
and prepare the building. 
Work is expected to start once  
transfer is complete and 
sufficient funding is available. 

To promote financial stability, 
Eden House is encouraging 
supporters to become monthly 
contributors rather than 
relying only on once-off 
donations. Its financial model 
is based on long-term support, 
with contributors encouraged 
to commit to monthly giving 
for a few years. This will help 
the organisation plan for 
staffing, operating costs and 
the children's ongoing needs.

The project has already 
introduced itself to the 
communi ty  through an  
information event hosted with 
the support of Île de Pain. 
Further events are planned as 
E d e n  H o u s e  b u i l d s  
partnerships and expands its 
network of supporters.

Eden House is registered as a 
non-profit company and has 
Sec t ion  18A approva l ,  
allowing eligible donors to 
c l a im  t ax  bene f i t s  on  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  T h e  
organisation says its aim is to 
establish a properly governed, 
sustainable home where 
children can feel safe, build 
trust and receive the support 
they need to thrive.
For more information or to 
s u p p o r t ,  v i s i t  
edenhouse.org.za.

Gardens may not be watered, 
and cars or boats may not be 
washed.
- Domestic consumption is 
limited to 20 000 litres per 
household per month.
 Households exceeding this 
limit on two occasions may 
h a v e  w a t e r -
r e s t r i c t i n g / m a n a g e m e n t  
devices installed.
Households receiving Free 
Basic Water are limited to 6 000 
litres per month.

- Construction, car washes and 
nurseries must use alternative 
water sources. Let’s continue 
using water responsibly and 
maintain our water-saving 
habits. Every drop counts! 

Be Knys, Save Water.
To report leaks, pipe bursts and 
water misuse: WhatsApp 060 
998 7032.

SEDGEFIELD WINES TASTERS TOAST EDEN HOUSE PROJECT TAKES ROOT 

RELAXED WATER RESTRICTIONS

For his willingness to act, 
local surfer Cade Harris has 
been awarded the NSRI 
Bravery Bronze Award.

On 13 January 2026,  Cade  
was watching two swimmers 
at Lientjiesklip, Wilderness 
Beach, when he saw them get 
into difficulty in rough seas 
and dumping shore-break 

waves. 
Cade paddled out on his 
surfboard and reached a 29-
year-old man from Upington 
who was exhausted and barely 
conscious, getting him onto the 
board and keeping him afloat 
until NSRI rescue swimmers 
and lifeguards could assist him 
to shore. 

A municipal owned property in Karatara has 
been identified to potentially serve as a 
municipal pound facility for stray livestock.

“This municipality has a mandate to impound 
stray and wandering animals to protect public 
safety, road users and private property,” 
explained Acting Municipal Manager Boy 
Ngubo. “We have identified erf 240 in Karatara 
as a suitable site. It spans just over 2,4 hectares, 
is zoned Agricultural Zone 1 and, while centrally 
located in terms of the municipal area, is set 
away from local residential areas.”

As Knysna does not currently have a dedicated 
municipal pound facility, stray livestock were 
previously transported to the George SPCA at 
significant cost and delay. This practise has been 
halted due to the national scourge of foot and 
mouth disease. Establishing a local pound will 
improve response times, reduce costs and 
improve animal welfare. Appropriate fines and 
reclamation fees will be issued in compliance 
with the Knysna Municipality: Animal Keeping 
and Pound By-law.

“Relevant by-laws set out specific conditions 
regarding the impoundment of animals,” said 
Ngubo. “These will be strictly adhered to should 
the local pound be established.”

Projected cost implications will include the 
construction of the pound itself, ramps, 
storerooms, electric fencing, office and ablution 
facilities and the appointment of relevant 
management and maintenance staff. While no 
funds have been approved for the establishment 
of the planned facility in the 2026/2027 capital 
budget, Council has resolved to make an amount 
of R1,15 million available as a matter of urgency 
to establish and operate the facility, should it be 
finally approved.

“This includes a once-off capital cost of R650k 
for site preparation, levelling and drainage, 
fencing, two converted containers, provision of 

water and electricity, a 10k litre water tank, 
signage, equipment and more,” Ngubo explained. 
“It also includes an operational cost of R500k in the 
current financial year for a pound ranger, assistant, 
part-time veterinarian, animal feed, waste disposal, 
water, electricity, fuel, maintenance and other 
operational factors.”

The Directorate Community Services will develop 
a Municipal Animal Pound Management Protocol 
in consultation with the Legal Services 
Department, while the Property Section of the 
Directorate Corporate Services has been mandated 
to start the relevant public participation process.
“We take the welfare of all animals very seriously, 
as well as our responsibility to 
ensure that welfare,” Ngubo 
concluded. “The establishment of a 
municipal pound will not only 
remove the potential dangers 
assoc ia ted  wi th  wander ing  
livestock, but will allow us to 
perform this function while 
maintaining the animals’ wellbeing 
and dignity. I urge all interested 
parties to keep an eye on the local 
media and our social media 
platforms to take part in the public 
participation process. Let us solve 
this problem together.”

The man was treated for non-
fatal drowning symptoms 
and discharged from hospital 
the following morning.

Cade’s award was presented 
at  the NSRI’s 59th Annual 
General Meeting and Awards 
Evening at Club Mykonos in 
Langebaan on Friday, 14 
August 2026
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How common is prostate 
cancer compared to other 
cancers?
According to the latest data from 
the Global Cancer Observatory 
prostate cancer is now the most 
common cancer in South Africa. 
There are now more men 
presenting with prostate cancer 
than women with breast cancer.

How many men are likely to be 
affected by prostate cancer in 
South Africa?
Unfortunately, data in South 
Africa is inaccurate, as many 
men do not have access to 
prostate cancer screening or if 
they are screened, they cannot be 
diagnosed due to a lack of biopsy 
facilities.  The Prostate Cancer 
Foundation therefore uses data 
from the USA and UK to 
estimate the incidence of 
prostate cancer amongst South 
African men. 
• about 1 in 4 black men will be 
affected by prostate cancer
•  about 1 in 8 white men will be 
diagnosed with prostate cancer

How deadly is prostate cancer 
in South Africa compared to 
other countries?

After the Caribbean, Southern 
Africa, Middle Africa and West 
Africa have the highest death 
rates from prostate cancer in the 
world. This is most likely due to 
a lack of awareness about 
prostate cancer screening and a 
lack of access to screening, 
which in turn leads to the under-
diagnosis and under-treatment of 
the disease.
Prostate and lung cancer are the 
most deadly cancers affecting 
South African men.

What are the risk factors for 
prostate cancer
• Age - the risk of getting 
prostate cancer increases with 
age 
• Family History - the risk of 
getting prostate cancer increases 
significantly if an immediate 
relative (a brother or father) has 
been diagnosed with prostate 
cancer and/or if a man’s mother 
has been diagnosed with breast 
cancer
• Race - Black African men 
have a 60% increased risk for 
prostate cancer and are 2.5 times 
more likely to die from the 
disease than white males
• Men who have a BRCA 2 
genetic mutation are more at risk 
for prostate cancer

W h a t  a re  s o m e  o f  t h e  
symptoms that might indicate 
the presence of prostate 
cancer? 
There are usually no symptoms 
of prostate cancer in the early 
stages when the disease is 
potentially curable. This is why 
screening is so important.

At what age should men 
consider screening for prostate 
cancer?
The Prostate Cancer foundation 
recommends informed patient-
based screening in men. 
• From the age of 40 for all 
Black African men and for men 
who have a brother or father who 
have been diagnosed with 
prostate cancer or a mother with 
breast cancer
• From the age of 45 for all other 
men

What Screening Tests should 
be done to screen for prostate 
cancer?
Screening with a Prostate 
Specific Antigen Test (PSA) 
blood test is all that is required in 
men who are not experiencing 
any symptoms. 

What are the survival rates for 
men who are diagnosed with 

prostate cancer?
If prostate cancer is diagnosed 
and treated in the early stages, 
about 98% of these men will be 
alive after 5 years.
About 30% of men who are 
diagnosed with advanced 
prostate cancer that has spread 
through the body (metastatic 
prostate cancer), will be alive 
after 5 years. 
These statistics demonstrate the 
importance of early detection and 
treatment in the early stages of 
the disease when the cancer is 
potentially curable.

How treatable is prostate 
cancer?
Prostate cancer that is detected in 
the early stages is treatable with 
surgery or radiation therapy and 
treatments have a very high 
success rate.
Advanced prostate cannot be 
cured, and treatment is focused 
on slowing the progression of the 
disease. Unfortunately, this 
requires removing testosterone 
from the body which results in 
side effects that can have a major 
impact on quality of life.

Two Prostate cancer Awareness 
events have been organised by 
Sedgefield locals:- 
On Sunday 20 September a 

By Andrew Oberholzer

motorcycle ride and on 20 
November a barefoot bowls 
and cocktail event. 

T h e  P r o s t a t e  C a n c e r  
Foundation of South Africa 
083-6160162
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Across
1. Speaking like one 
knows the original 
tribe returning for 
friend. (7)
5. I need you next to me 
in a song, could you be 
on call? (5-2)
10. Might one platform 
section embroil rights 
to drill? (3,3)
11. A cute car isn’t so 
correct. (8)
12. Cross piece about 
how to stop a pub - 
except that one. (3)
13. Promise Ryan 
internal gloom. (6)
14. Win by beating 
them by head and 
shoulders. (8)
15. Measure one often 
paid in advance. (5)
16. To earn little, we’re 
told, just doesn’t. (4,5)
19. Putting your back 
into dance can result in 
lumbar puncture. (6,3)
21. “Cut grass around 
my fancy car,” says Prince. (5)
24. Redirect a call, yet it still 
goes a stray. (5.3)
26. That rude letter content is 
not Tyrone’s. (6)
27. It is the shortcut. (3)
28. Members of the press wrote 
about such company, initially it 
was Margaret. (8)
29. Peron and O’Conner - each 
escapes capture! (6)
3 0 .  S t r e s s  a  s o m e w h a t  
backward person swears by. (7)
31.  See Spar  undertook 
renovations, but besmirch them 
anyway. (7)
Down
2. See stupid remarks as one 
over nine . (7)
3. Tacky gift gives you 

unbridled control. (1,4,4)
4. Run free when one’s limb says 
farewell. (3,3)
6. Keep going to ensure the clock 
is silenced. (4,4)
7. Mostly nothing right in the 
upper region. (5)
8. Something annoys them, but to 
start with, not us. (7)
9. I start marital break-up for 
creative Karate guru. (7,6)
17. Please give more detail on the 

Medieval

soccer

SEDGEFIELD
COMMUNITY

CHARITY EVENTS
CALENDAR 2024

18 October
Pink Walk Breast Cancer 
Awareness.

15 November
Masithandane ‘Anything that 
Floats’ Competition

 email editor@edgenews.co.za

EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, FUNCTIONS, SHOWS
HIKES, EXHIBITIONS

TENNIS COACHING
- Sedgefield -

Thur 4th December
1st  Terry & Keiran  61.1%
2nd Robyn & Linda   61.1%
3rd Diana & Maryke  60.3%

Thur 11th December
1st Irene & Keiran 72.5%
2nd Gerda & Johann 61.2%
3rd Diana & Maryke 48.7%

Help collect and recycle plastic 
bottle tops & bread tags and 
give the gift of movement. In 
exchange, wheelchairs will be 
provided to disadvantaged 
members of the community.
Some drop off points are at: SAM 
Charity shop, Ana's Organic, and 

The Sweethearts Foundation

Afrikaanse Protestante Kerk
Cearn Saal, Leisure Isle, Knysna

10am Service
Christo Matthee 083 769 9313

AGS Lighuis
Kontak : Kerkkantoor 044 382 6551 

Sekretaresse 072 189 0215

 Anglican Chapelry of St. Aidan’s, 
Wilderness

Church of Christ                      
 Lynn van der Walt.   
 Tel:  076 068 2900

Church of the Resurrection
Service  9.30am       

Petronella Buis 084 252 1698

Church Without Walls (WOW)
Red Shed, Scarab Market

Sunday 9.30am
Schalk van As - 082 413 8363

(Please bring a chair)

Deo Gloria
    Past Danie & Karin de Bruyn
044 343 1301 or 084 714 7023

Elohim gemeente
Kerkkantoor:  082 896 6387
Pastoor:  Hansie Strydom

Peter Mundell  060 985 9113  
or Paul McMillan  083  273 2601

Knysna Presbyterian Church
Office 044 382 7722 
Rev Tim Hawkridge

083 324 3562

Lakeside Baptist Church

3 Duiwe Laan
Pastor J D  - 066 160 7029

Ned. Hervormde Kerk Sedgefield/Knysna      
Erediens Sondag 11vm

Goukamma Kerk gebou by Riverdeck
Buffelsbaai pad. 

Dr Wim Dreyer  - 082 859 6876

Sunday 9am

New Apostolic Church

NG Kerk Sedgefield: 08.45am
            Karatara: 10.30am 

Ds. Marius Coetzee 079 873 3832
Kerkkantoor  (044) 343 2033

NG Kerk Die Vleie, Hoekwil
Ds. Dawie le Roux 084 532 9958

Kantoor : 078 965 3651

Pinkster Protestante Kerk
Ouderling Jakobus Grootboom 

078 158 2042 
Chris Solomons 071 617 5630

Sedgefield Christian Church
Sunday services @ 09h00

 Kairos Jnr & Snr Youth SAT  6pm-8pm
    Pastor Juan & Tammy Pienaar

Enq: Anthony Davis - 083 641 5027 

081 749 2534 
info@sedgefieldchurch.co.za

Sedgefield Seventh-day                   
Adventist Church
Ph 081 270 7212

St Anthony's Catholic Church            
Cnr Sysie / Flamingo Streets  

Find us on FB Debbie  - 083 242 2808

St Francis United Church
Sunday - 9am - Family Service                   

    Every 1st Sunday – 
9am – Communion Service

      Cnr Swallow Drive / Pelican Lane
All welcome!   044 343 1702

Rev Graeme Mercer 082 926 3798
office@stfrancissedgefield.co.za

Suid-Kaap Christen Familie         
Pastor: Leon & Elmarie Terblanche   

081 271 1551.  
Assist Pastor: André & Soné Rossouw    

072 341 7099   

Wilderness Christian Fellowship
Pastor: Steve Grewar

 044 877 0307 or 087 630 0609

Please can you take 
out Teen Church & 
Junior Church and 
change “Every 4th 
Sunday to Every 1st 
Sunday 9am – 
Communion Service”.

Please add our email 
address: 
office@stfrancissedgef
ield.co.za

LADIES’ GOLF
Club Report

20 April 2026
1        66.0%        Judy + Kieran
2        56.5%        Ann + Robyn
3        53.5%        Ben + Clive
27 April 2026
1        60.1%        Ben + Clive
2        58.9%        Judy + Kieran
3        58.3%        Carol + Meg

AUGUST
25,27,28  
SEPTEMBER
1, 3, 4   

OCTOBER

11   
17 
18 

31 
DECEMBER
31

Melodrama

Melodrama

   Pink Walk
   Remax Kite Festival 

  (Masi)
  SAM’s Fashion Show

   Watershed (Masi)  

19   

2   

3

Cupckes 4 Kids with 
  Cancer 

St Francis hosting a 
  Journey of Flavours 
  International Dinner
  Pink Walk Ribbon 
  Party

Sax for Sight Concert

SEDGEFIELD
COMMUNITY

CHARITY EVENTS
CALENDAR 2026

Masi  - Masithandane
SAM - Sedgefield Animal Matters
TLC - The Living Cornerstone 

complicated plan. (9)
18. Most well-oiled student is 
among the unhealthy. (8)
20. North Star is after the bear! 
(7)
22. Nasty boys were potentially 
bad-apples. (7)
23. As televisions show, some 
things are for your own good. 
(6)
25. Part sister, part niece, yet 
he’s a boy! (5)

SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB

MATRIC FAREWELL DANCE

Mosaic Village. 

Let us keep plastic out of the 
oceans and put it to good use!
A standard wheelchair is funded 
through 1750kg of bottle tops or 
350kg of bread tags.

As a rule of thumb, we always 
tell Sweethearts that "if you can 
drink the product, you can keep 
the lid.”

DON’T FORGET TO SAVE
 YOUR TOPS & TAGS

Monday 27 July 2026
1st Robyn & Clive 63,19%;
2nd Paddy & Bernard 56,25%;
3rd Johann & Thinus 54,86%.

Monday 3 August 2026
1st Robyn & Di 55%;
2nd = Rodney & Paul 

and Keiran & Terry 50%.

SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB
Thursday 30th July 2026
1st. Carol & Ina  65.2%
2nd. Brian & Clive  61.1%
3rd. Robyn & Meg  52.7%

Thursday 6th August 2026
1st.Keiran & Terry  64.5%
2nd. Shirley & Gail  61.7%
3rd. Robyn & Diane  54.6%
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EXCITING LINE-UP OF SHOWS AT IN TOTO

Across:  1. Soul destroying  9. Abigail  10. Lumpier  11.Growl
12. Impending  13. Demagogue  14. Mayor  15. Graft  
17. Louisiana  20. Tree house  22. Lyric  23. Readier  24. Titania  
25. Vested interest     Down: 1. Shaggy dog story  2. Uniform  
3. Deadlight  4. Solving  5. Relapse  6.  Yemen 7. Noisily 
8. Gregorian chant  14. Mistletoe  16. Average 17. Louvred  
18. Uneaten  19. Arrange  21. Hoist  

The Wine Ghost tasted – 
Stellenrust Chenin Blanc 
Brut 2025
It is a Spumante Magnifico 
w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  a  g o l d  
Michelangelo award.  The 
design on the front label is 
attractive, making use of gold 
lettering on a black back 
ground.   There is a description 
of the sparkling wine's origin, 
but no tasting notes. Abv.12%
The cork has a bubble design 
on, which fits well with the 
description, “message in a 
bubble”.
In the glass, the appearance 
shows a lot of large, lively 
bubbles, with a thin “foam 
crown”.
The colour is a very light 
yellow.
The brut has a clean nose, with 
aromas of green apples, various 
varieties of peach and sea spray 
in the background.
When tasted, there is an 
experience of a lively mousse 
on the tongue.  
It is a well balanced brut with 

flavours of green peaches and 
Granny Smith apples.
The wine has a “busy” mouth 
which calms down after a 
while.
Easy drinking, for the sheer 
enjoyment of having a bubbly, 
in the price range  R120 – 
R140. 

In Vino Veritas till next time.



Sedgefield Striders 
TIME TRIAL 

 Wednesdays @ 5.30pm on 
Wally van der Walt Street 

adjacent to Sedgefield 
Bowls Club

 Beginner runners/walkers 
welcome.

For more info call 
072 275 6894

NEXT EDGE:   Wednesday 9 September 2026  -  Issue 748

Display Ads:
Classifieds: 

 Email editor@edgenews.co.za by 3rd September 2026
(Stuff for sale, jobs, get-rich-quick schemes, secret treasure hints)

Email  accounts@edgenews.co.za by Monday 7th September 2026

KINDLY NOTE: Due to the epic craziness of life as we currently 
know it, our EDGE office may not always be open.  

Please call 072 516 4701

THE SPORTS EDGE

pic

THE SEDGEFIELD
ANGLING CLUB

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this publication (including inserts) are not necessarily those of the members of The Edge Community 
Newspaper and no liability therefore is accepted. Letters to the Editor will, on request, be published under nom de plumes provided that the names 
and addresses of authors are supplied. Whilst every care is taken with the reproduction of photographs and other submitted formats and/or 
articles, no liability is accepted by The Edge Community Newspaper or its members for any loss or  damage that may occur.

Club Report

Tide table Universe condensed

Club Report

TIDE TABLE 26 August  -2026
• Full Moon 28 August 2026

Date: Sunrise  Sunset       High Tides           Low Tides
Wed 26 Aug 6:54 18:06 2:42 15:03
8:39 21:00
Thur 27 Aug 6:53 18:07 3:58 16:20 9:57 22:25
Fri 28 Aug 6:52 18:08

Sat 29 Aug 6:50 18:08
22:27

Sun 30 Aug 6:49 18:09 10:33 
22:59

Mon 31 Aug 6:48 18:10 :04 
23:33

Tue 01 Sept 6:47 18:10 5:50 11:38
Wed 02 Sept 6:45 18:11 6:29 0:11 

12:16
Thur 03 Sept 6:44 18.12

3:13 15:31
9:07 21:29

4:12 16:27
10:04

4:43 16:57

5:15 17:30 11

18:06 -
18:48

7:17   19:41

HEADING

PAM GOLDING

On Tuesday, 8th of 
September of 2026, 
the sun will rise in 
Sedgefield at 
6:37:38 h and 
sunset will be at 
18:15:31 h. In the 
high tide and low 
tide chart, we can 
see that the first 
high tide will be at 
1:36 h and the next 
high tide at 14:02 h. 
The first low tide will 

Lawn bowls in history: bowls 
isn't just ancient — it's 
practically fossilised fun!

You may think some of our 
members are getting on a bit, but 
there is evidence that the ancient 
Egyptians were bowling 5,000 
years ago! Archaeologists have 
found stone balls in Egyptian 
tombs, suggesting that our 
favourite game was already 
being enjoyed long before the 
pyramids were built. Forget our 
manicured greens — the 
Egyptians bowled on sand! (I 
can almost hear a couple of our 
members sniggering at this, 
especially those who have 
played on C Green recently). 
O n e  w o n d e r s  w h e t h e r  
Tutankhamun ever lined up a 
wickedly biased delivery to steal 
an end — and then had to buy his 
opponent a cold craft beer or two 
afterwards!

EDEN PRO 10
Of the SBC teams entered in this 
competition, Robin Gibbs and 
Dave Cant did extremely well in 
Saturday's round-robin stage but 
were unfortunately eliminated in 
Sunday's play-offs. Well done, 
gents!

EDEN LEAGUE 2026
This prestigious and, may I say, 
somewhat arduous competition 
gets underway on 29 August at 
venues throughout the Garden 
Route. We wish all the SBC 

ladies' and men's trips and pairs 
teams safe travels, good bowling 
and, naturally, plenty of lucky 
wicks!

Mixed Pairs Tournament
Last Tuesday's semi-finals 
produced two epic battles. Debi 
Stanford and Wessie van der 
Westhuizen overcame Mike and 
Sue Crone, while Chris and 
Ronel Baker got the better of 
Arthur and Sheryl Owen.
And here's the really interesting 
bit: three of the four semi-finalist 
couples are married to each 
other! Clearly, in bowls as in 
marriage, the secret is knowing 
when to draw, when to drive — 
and, most importantly, when to 
keep quiet!
The final on 25 August sees the 
Bakers take on Debi and Wessie. 
It promises to be a humdinger!

Who will rule the roost in 
2026?
The Ladies' and Men's Club 
Championships start on 29 
September and run for five 
weeks. Even if you aren't 
playing, come along and watch a 
few games. You won't be 
disappointed!

SBC Drawn Mixed Trips
The draw takes place on Friday, 
28 August. Get your names in!

A rookie stepped up to the green,
His stance was uncertain and 
lean.
But his bowl kissed the jack,
And the veteran called back:
“Beginner's luck — or am I just 
a has-been?”

That's a wrap. See you on the 
mat!

score.
So, if one player scored 3 points 
and her partner scored 2, the 
t e a m  e n d e d  u p  w i t h  a  
respectable 6 points.
But here is where the monster of 
this format appears…
One player could score 3 points 
on a hole, while her partner 
scored a big fat ZERO — and 
because multiplication has 
absolutely no sympathy, 3 × 0 = 
ZERO!
So, multiply that by trying to 
cope with the scorecard while 
also aiming for that little hole in 
the middle of the green, with the 
flagpole sticking out of it… and 
it was certainly not an easy task!
But hey ho… we all love our 
Friday game, and at the end of 
the day, that is what really 
matters. It was a beautiful 
morning, the golf was played, 
the laughter flowed, and we had 
a fabulous group of ladies 

enjoying each other's company.
And really, what more could 
you ask for on a Friday 
morning?

Results for the day:
1st Place: Daleen Schooling 
and Marie Joubert (an amazing 
72 points)
2nd Place: Almarie Mead and 
Marina van der Westhuizen 
(ghost) (58 points)
3rd Place: Marina van der 
Westhuizen and Clare Garner 
(47 points) c/o
4th Place: Linda Evans and 
Christine Coetzee (47 points)

Nearest the pins: Sylvia de 
Moor and Linda Evans

Birdies: Almarie Mead (hole 
4) and Marina van der 
Westhuizen, who had a 
fantastical chip from the rough 
(hole 10)

Well played ladies.

2nd: Elize Mackenzie-Blom 
with 11 points
3rd was Sylvia de Moor on a 
count-out with Almarie Mead on 
10 points.

Friday, 21 August 2026
What do 15 ladies and one 
beautiful Friday morning equal? 
A fabulous morning of golf at 
Sedge Links, of course!

And just to make things even 
more mathematical, the format 
for the day was Multiplication. 
Hmm … sounds simple enough, 
right? Wrong! It was about as 
straightforward as trying to 
explain golf to someone who has 
never played it!

We played in 4-balls, with two 
teams of two, using Stableford 
points. Then came the clever bit: 
the scores of the two players in 
each team were multiplied 
together to produce the final 

Friday, 15 August 2026
This was an unusually warm 
day. Thirteen ladies played a 
game of six secret holes. 
Marina van der Westhuizen and 
Sylvia de Moor played in their 
knockout game, and Sylvia has 
gone through to the next round. 
Well done, Sylvia.

On returning to the club, the 
ladies were asked to throw darts 
to indicate the six secret holes. 
Shannon Nicol got a bull's-eye 
and was awarded a free drink.
Daleen Schooling and Almarie 
Mead won the nearest the pin 
and Daleen was the only one 
who shot a birdie on 14.

Todays Results:
Winner of the day: Shannon 
Nicol with 13 points

On 15 August, Scouts from 
around the Garden Route 
converged on The Island in 
Sedgefield to compete in the 
5th Annual Outeniqua First 
Aid Competition. Eight teams 
from 1st Sedgefield, 1st 
Knysna, 1st Plettenberg Bay 
and 1st George competed for 
the coveted trophy.

The action began at Fish Eagle 
Green with the patrols having to 
complete a quiz before heading 
off to their starting base. With 12 
bases spread across The Island 
from Fish Eagle Green to the 
Bowls club and back down to the 
‘big tree’. 

First Aid is an incredibly 
i m p o r t a n t  s k i l l  f o r  t h e  
youngsters to have, and the 
Outeniqua First Aid competition 
is a great way for them to test 
their skills. This year Scouts 
South Africa partnered with the 

N S R I  t o  
promote water 
safety as well as 
first  aid and 
were fortunate 
enough to have 
t h e  a m a z i n g  
volunteers from 
Station 23 spend 
the day and run a 
near drowning 
b a s e .  O t h e r  
bases the scouts 
a t t e n d e d  
involved CPR, hot water burns, a 
broken arm, an axe wound to the 
leg, hypoglycaemic shock and 
many more.

After six hours of hiking around 
the Island and covering nearly 
10km through the 12 bases, 
everyone met back at Fish Eagle 
Green for the closing ceremony 
and prizegiving. A huge thank 
you to all - the Scouters and 
parents who volunteered as 

judges, and our junior Cubs who 
volunteered as patients. A special 
shout out to Addelyn for winning 
most dramatic patient. Finally 
thank you to the amazing 
volunteers from NSRI Station 23 
for taking the time out of their 
busy schedules to help train the 
youth of the Garden Route.

Congratulations go to the 1st 
Sedgefield Orcas for retaining 
the trophy and bringing it home 

for three year in a row, 2nd place 
went to the 1st Sedgefield 
Wolves and 3rd place to the 1st 
Knysna Louries.

In case of an emergency on our 
waterways contact the NSRI 
nat ional  hotl ine on 087 
0 9 4 9 7 7 4  o r  i f  i n  t h e  
Wilderness/Sedgefield area 
contact Station 23 on 082 
9905955.

Georgou Divaris could emerge 
as one of the stars of Knysna 
Yacht Clubs 2026 Lipton Cup 
Challenge when racing gets 
under way in Table Bay from 
Wednesday, 26 August, to 
Saturday, 29 August 2026.

Still a relatively young sailor, 
Georgou Divaris already has an 
impressive record, including 
representing South Africa 
internationally and winning the 
Finn National Championship in 
both 2025 and 2026. He also 
captured the 2026 ILCA 7 
National Championship, making 
him the first sailor to hold both 
titles simultaneously. 
 

Divaris will helm Knysna’s J/22 
Factorial, with legendary Lipton 
sailor Greg Davis as co-skipper 
and experienced campaigner 
Paul Allardice completing the 
crew.

The combination of Divaris’s 
youth, boat speed and current 
form with Davis’s extraordinary 
14 Lipton victories makes 
Knysna a serious contender.

If Divaris can handle the 
pressure of Table Bay and 
combine his natural speed with 
Davis’s tactical experience, 
Knysna could challenge for the 
Cup and Georgou Divaris could 
become one of South Africa’s 
next great sailing talents.

Greg Davis (trimmer/co- skipper), Georgou (Yogi) Divaris (skipper), 
Leon van Niekerk (manager) and Paul Allardice (foredeck)

Divaris could be Knysna’s secret weapon in Lipton Cup

First Aid for Scouts

by Alastair Fraser
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